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PREFACE. 



HE following lettera, written during an interest- 
ing period of history, and at the time that my 
father was Minister Plenipotentiaiy at the 
Court of St. Peterahurgh, wei-e kept at my 
mother's request by her relations and friends, 
as she always intended making them into a 
journal. That intention wae never carried out; but a 
few years ago I put them together in the form of an 
Album, and had them bound with some curious old 
prints of the time, amongst others, one of the so-called 
Emperor Constantine, which print was brought out in 
December, 1825, during tliat strange fortnight of un- 
certainty as to who was to be Alexander's successor. The 
size of the volume being dependent on that of the prints, 
it became too large to lend to the many friends of my 
parents who wished to read the letters, I thei-efore have 
a few copies printed for private circulation. 



CHARLOTTE ANNE ALBINIA DI8BE0WE. 



ORIGINAL LETTERS FROM RUSSIA. 



From Mn. DISBROWE. 1825. 

BRUaHELS, Friday, 4 o'clock. 

Mt dearest Love, — llere I am, just arrived at the 
Hotel de Belle Vue, m twenty-four hours from Calais, 
very well. I find Cathcart here at the same hotel ; we 
dine together, and I proceed at four o'clock in the 
morning for Pranifort ; and expect to reach it in ahout 
fifty hours. ... I rejoice to think you will 
have heard to-day from me from Dover, to-morrow from 
Calais, and that on Monday you will again hear from me 
from hence; towards the end of the week you may 
espect a letter from Frankfort. On inquiry, I recom- 
mend you to get your dresses from Paris, and have them 
sent, directed to me at Petersburgh, as His Majesty's 
Minister Plenipotentiary. There are Commissionaires at 
Paris who understand the thing, and will insure them 
by sea. 

Yours very devotedly, E, 0. D. 



From Mb. DISBKOWE, 

WiTTBHBBRG-ov-THfi-ELBB, Wednesday, March 23, 1825. 

Here I am, within thirteen German miles of Berlin, 

Tvhich place I shall reach to-morrow evening; so while 

Pickai'd is unpacking my things for the night, and my 

" Ilost of the Garter," or Black Bear I believe he is, is 

getting me some tea, I shall sit down to write a few lines 

■■to my own dearest love, to whom my thoughts 

L incessantly return. 

It is now one week, and a few hours since we 
parted. Just as the even days were completed, I looked 
at my watch, and found myself at Butenfeld in Saxony, 
what a changing scene I what a distance I have run 
since — and how much further off I shall he this time 
next week ! but that is of little comparative importance, 
700 or 1400 miles are equally too distant. Oh, how I 
long for one more peep at you, and dear little Charlotte 
comforting you, whilst Albinia's little prattle, less to 
the purpose, hut scarcely less amusing, should fill up 
the. scene. Well, well, in a very, few months, please 
God, we will all meet again. . . I hardly expect to 
hear from you at Berlin, I shall stay there as long as I 
decently can, namely, to Saturday morning ; it may 
bring me some important news, in addition to an account 
of you and the children, ... I have found the 
roads, considering the time of year, wonderfully good. 
Snow on the north side of the hedges, but very little on 
the road, except in crossing the Hartz Gebirge, and the 
days have been fine, the nights very light, and good for 



IsTelimg, but exceedingly cold, even inside, with all 
the windows up, I felt it very severe, Pickard stands 
cold, but complained one night. Now I will describe 
his appearance. Yesterday morning about six o'clock, 
near Eisenach, I got out of the carriage to take some 
coffee, when he presented himself thus . . . His 
head was wrapped up in a comfort thus . . the whole 
head showing only a little portion of his small pointed 
face ; on the top of said head was placed a Prussian 
military foraging cap, covered with oilskin, the end of 
the comfort hanging down like a pig-tail ; his person, 
wrapped up in a white English box coat, but opened at 
the chest for the purpose of displaying a really handsome 
scarlet and gold hussar jacket, not quite new certainly, 
but in very decent order. To this waistcoat, he informs 
me I am indebted for the rapid progress I make. Be 
that as it may. I have certainly got on very fairly from 
Bruxelles, particularly as it must be recollected I have 
slept two nights, and do so again to-night, indeed I do 
not find that from want of habit I stand the jolting as 
well as I did some ten years ago; before I got to 
Frankfort I M'as quite knocked up. but have quite 
recovered, and am shaking into the old way again. I 
reached Mayence at one o'clock, started again at half- 
past six, and arrived at Eckarts Bergen at ten, and 
started at four, . . , Berlin. — I arrived about five 
o'clock, and would not go to Clanwilliam for fear of 
being induced to dine there, I am quite fresh again after 
ten hours of bed. I dine at Clanwilliams, I shall get 
r money, buy a map, call on the Duke of Cumberland, 



Count Bernsdorff and Alopeus, buy you some chains, 
order my horses, and start early to-morrow morning, and 
go to Koningsberg without stopping. I shall conclude 
and send this to be forwarded; kiss tbe dearest pets, my 
beloved Anne. Tour most aifectionate, 

E. C. D. 



Frok Mr. DISBROWE, 

KfflNisGBBERQ, Friday, 3Tst March, 1S35. 

Mt own dearest Love, — I must write a few lines 
to say how I get on, oq my journey. I left Berlin on 
Tuesday tho 29th, at five o'clock in the morning, travelled 
three nights, I reached this place at twelve o'clock 
to-day ; I am only waiting till my Estafette has had 
sufficient law, to order my horses, and proceed at eleven 
to-night by the sands to Memel, which place I expect to 
reach at six the following evening ; then T sleep, and as 
there is no snow on the ground, it will take me four 
days to reach St. Petersburgh. . , , The roads, the 
greater part of the last twenty-four hours, have been 
tremendous, up to the axle-tree in holes and bogs, — a 
ploughed field proved in several instances preferable. 
The Vistula was full of heaving, floating ice at the 
usual place for passing, and I was compelled to go a 
cross road for forty-five English miles, with six horses, 
at a foot's pace for thirty of them, being banged out of 
one quagmire into another. Nothing broke in the 
carriage, much to the honor of the builders, Messrs. 
Bushnell. . . . 




I have written this at dinner, and it is half-past four; 
I am going to drink my coffee, shut the window-shutters, 
(for I have some) and go to bed, and in five and a half 
hours, my day begins again. 

Your most affectionate, E. C. D. 



DISBROWE. 

St. Petersuuroh, 



Fbom Mr. DISBROWE. 

Petersburoh, ^'^t^l% \^-I 
' April 8lh, Saturday. 

Mr DEAREST Love, — I arrived here yesterday morn- 
ing, about half-past eleven, very well, but rather tired; 
the roads latterly being most dreadful, full of drifts of 
snow, but no possibility of using a sledge from its great 
irregularity. . . . 

I) 
■ St. Petersuuroh, ,_ April, 1825. 

PMy dearest Love, — I have passed this morning very 
unprofitably, it must be admitted, namely in paying my 
visits of ceremony to the Prince and Princess of Orange, 
^^^iie Grand Dukes, Michael and Nicholas, of each of whom 
^^^nave had a separate audience. There remains only the 
^^l^^niug Empress, who is not yet well enough to receive, 
' and two Grand Duchesses, who are confined. The 
Emperor is gone to Warsaw this day. . . . Tho 
H^ieva opened yesterday about 1 o'clock, p.m. The Bridge 
^^^Ba carried away by the ice, as usual, and there exists no 
^^^pmnunication as yet between the different parts of the 
^^HSty. The effects of the last inundation are everywhere 

m 



visible ; the water was five feet deep, in the entrance of 
this house, Iiut we are too high to be in any danger. . . 
I live in the Maison Lanskoi Great Moskoi, near the 
Moska E. C. D. 



FuoM Mu. DISBROWE. 

Mr DEAREST Love, — "What Mr. Double Cream means 
I know not; I can only say of my situation here, that it 
is positively disadvantageous to throw aivay one pin to 
obtain the exchange for another Secretaryship of Embassy. 
Here I am at once Minister Plenipotentiary, and I retain 
my rank even when an Ambassador is present. It is 
expensive, certainly, hut the post is an important one, 
consequently more likely to lead to a good Mission at 
least. If I am to continue in the career, that point is 
well worth consideration. If the Court goes to Moscow, 
(as our Consul has just informed me) I shall remain 
here (at least it is usual), and receive my £5 per diem 
during the winter. . . . Tbe Ambassador following 
the Emperor. I still hold to my seat in Parliament 
much I confess. Now, as to this city, and the life I lead 
here, it is very much altered. All the great open houses 
whom I knew before, where we dined table ouverte once 
a week are fermees sans exception. The last two years 
have swept off the Golownins, and others whose names 
youwillhear, and recollect better hereafter; . , of the 
only remaining houses of that description. . . . 
Gourieff 's is almost closed, in consequence of the declining 
state of his health ; a few intimes are still received, but 



it is probable he will not survive the next winter. Of 
my old .icquaintances, I find the Butchess of Serra 
Capria, he died a year aad a, half ago. It was the most 
splendid house here. She lives iu a corner, and receives 
about thirty of her old acquaintance and friends vastly 
stupid, and she has invited nic; her daughter, Madame 
Apraxia, a young, very amiable woman, dead. Princess 
Ereloffsky's house closed on account of the death of one 
daughter, the other. Princess Zeneide Wolkonsky, settled 
at Moscow. The Golownins, as I said above, dead and 
gone, the two families of Galitzin gone. Princess 
Kourakin gone mad, her house closed. Of Prince and 
Princess Paul Gagarin, I can learn nothing. Countess 
Colombe gone away. My acquaintance therefore who 
remain are Count and Countess Litta who still receive, 
Neeselrode, the Secretary of State for foreign affairs, but 
his wife is absent. A few officers of the Court, voila 
tout. I ought not, however, to forget Princess Wolkonsky 
nee Wolkonsky, a very pleasant woman, whom I have 
known this long time, and Madame Botancourt. I know 
of no Russian houses coming up to supply the place of 
■the old ones, and the Court seldom receives. . . Of 
the Diplomatique, La Perronaye tells me he thinks he 
will bring his wife back next winter. I hope he may. 
Madame de Lebzeltern, the Austrian's wife, is clever, and 
can be pleasant. Madame de Ludolf the Neapolitan, 
Madame Guerriero, the Portuguese, all receive. The 
Countess Laval also (she is Russian), as well as Countess 
Maestre, and one or two others occasionally. There are 
the Theatres, I have not been to any of them, so I cannot 



speak to that. I think I requested you to bring me out 
a soft hat from London, bring two, also my gun ; there 
are shooting parties here from bears to sparrows. I am 
looking out for another liouse on the English Quai, for 
June, or as soon as I know Strangford is coming. 

This town has suffered more from the inundations 
than was thought at first, the foundations of the houses 
in the Vassilieshof have been undermined in several 
instances, it must have been an awful sight. Adieu, once 
more, my dearest love, at least for the moment, as my 
Chasseur announces my carriage-and-four to be at the 
door to convey me to dinner at La Ferronaye's, who will 
not forgive me if I keep him waiting, petit convert, does 
not that sound magnificent ? 

27th. — I dined at La Ferronaye's as I told you, a very 
small snug party. You shall bear again to-morrow, as a 
is.— E. C. D. 



Fbom Mr. DISBROWE. 

St. Petersburgh, May 25, 

Mr DEAEEST Love, — I am really quite sorry to be 
obliged to write to you again, but, as I find from your 
letter of the 5tb and 6th May, that you are not thinking 
of setting out until the middle of June, you have quite put 
me in a fidget. . . If you arrive long enough before 
the Ambassador to enable me to present you, as wife of 
a Minister Plenipotentiary, courtesy, not right, will give 
you the entree, and invitations to the Court when the 




Ambassador arrives, if not. you lose it. . . The Court 
are gone to the country, so you cannot be presented any 
day. but must wait for some time. 

Your most affectionate, 
E. C. DISBROWE. 

^^BflioK Mrs. DISUROWE to Mms MAUY TAYLOR of OGWKLL. 
^^^H Somerset Street, Po&tuan Square, April, 1825. 

^^^r I have had so many worries of late, dear Mary, that 
f with the best intentions in the world I really have not 
! been able to answer your last kind letter. Durina: nearly 
three weeks, Mr. Disbrowo's departure was daily fixed and 
as regularly postponed, and of course while that was 
pending I could think of little else. Since he went, now 
exactly three weeks, I have been in constant anxiety 
about my little Albinia, who has been very seriously 
ill, and it is only within these four days that she could 
be considered better, now I rejoice to say she is recover- 
ing, slowly but I trust surely, and in a little while I 
hope she will be her, former self, strong, rosy, and gay 

I as a lark. It is sad to see how much reduced and weak 

^^Bbe is. 

^^^B I have heard from my Traveller from Berlin, where ho 
^^^Mrived on the 24th, to-day I hope he is in Petersburgh, 
eighteen hundred miles from me, heigho ! Main point 
^^^^ plamr sans peine. It is a very honourable appoint- 
^^^H^t, and a step [a long one too,) in his profession. He 
^^^^nat out with the powers of Minister Plenipotentiary, 
^^^Kd tho' when an Ambassador goes out those powers 



lase, yet he does not lose the rank, and in our trade 
that is a great point. I follow him by sea in June, my 
dear, good Papa goes with me ; think what a comfort 
for me. 

Mama and my sisters come to England next month, 
and I have determined to leave my precious little pair 
I in Mama's charge; the voyage and climate frightened 

I me, and as I can safely trust them in such good hands, 

I I have made up my mind, after many a fight with 

I myself, to their remaining. 

I do not at all know in what place mj people will fix 
themselves. "VVe have offered them Walton, but I am 
afraid my gay sisters will think it too retired. You 
cannot imagine how sorry I am at giving up our snug 
country Darby and Joan life for all the plagnes and 
tinsel of Diplomacy. I once thought I was ambitious, 
but either I was mistaken in the conjecture, or the 
quality is worn out, or perhaps having attained my 
wishes I want nothing more. 

Of course, my dear, you mean to marry this year. 
Moore's prophecy for the matrimonial harvest of 1826 
seems rapidly accomplishing; two, even in my small 
circle of acquaintances, are to be married to-day. Lady 
Mary Cornwallis to Mr. Ross, and Miss Rowley to Mr. 
Perguson. How sick we shall be with all the cake we 
must eat. Direct to Mr. Disbrowe as usual, he is still 
M.P. Yours affectionately, A. D. 



From Mrs. DISBROWE. 

On Buard the "RiciiAitn RKYNOLca." 

The chronometer and the Captain's reckoning do not 
agree, so I cannot date my letter more than at eea, 
between London and St, Petersburgh, Saturday evening, 
25th June, 1825. 

My beak Ma-MA, — Our voyage has been so far most 
prosperous, wind and weather in our favour, and we get 
on famously; indeed we have some hopes of reaching 
Elsineur on il^onday or Tuesday. The first afternoon, 
Tuesday the 21st, we only went about twenty miles 
down the river, and cast anchor for the night, as it was 
not safe to venture amongst the shoals in the dark, no 
sea sickness, of course, till next day. ... I never 
saw my maid for three days ; she was completely done 
for, and lay extended at full length on deck, looking, as 
Papa says, as pale and delicate as raw beef. 

27th. — A dead calm, pleasant for people in a hurry ; 
however, we have been so favoured hitherto that we 
must not complain. "VVe are at this moment passing the 
Scaw Light, and just about entering the Cattegat, but 
' there being no wind to help us, the current is carrying 
us off towards the Norwegian and Swedish coast, not at 
all the road we wish to take. Yesterday was miserable, 
poured in torrents, and a short, rough sea, which laid us 
all on our beam ends, except Papa; his spirits are 
delightful, and he is the life and comfort of us all. I am 
sure, when you hear what a happiness he is to us, you 
will not begrudge letting him come. John fights hard 
Hat the sickness, but it will not be mastered, and we 



M)oth hope this may be our last voyage, land travelling as 
much as you please. 

2Sth. — A beautiful wind has brought us almost in 
sight of the Sound, and we hope to reach Elsineur tliis 

ai'ternoou, so I must close my despatches. 



i 



From the Honourable ROBERT KENNEDY. 

27th June, 1825. 

If my darling will turn to the map of the Baltick, 
and seating herself quietly on the Scaw Point, look about 
North East distance eight miles, she will distinctly 
observe the Richard Meyiiolds, Captain Edward Roberts, 
a most worthy fellow, the weather calm, and the sun 
rather hot. She will then observe a very charming lady 
in a straw hat, black shawl, and parasol, in great health 
and beauty, reading a novel; an old, elderly gentleman 
scribbling on the door of the companion way, laid over 
the after cabin hatchway, smiling contentedly on his own 
performance (the sun burning his shoulders), and a young 
Oxford dandy playing with a young mastiff". Thus, 
theu, my dears, are we all of the cabin party disposed 
of. We crossed the North Sea delightfully, it was more 
of a party of pleasure than a sea voyage. The young 
lady looking to join her husband, and the old gentleman 
leaving Ills troubles behind him. . . . 

I wish I could write something like news, but all we 
notice is the ivind and the gulls and the ships. And 
now what time shall we see Elsineur, where we are 
compelled to stop and pay tribute to his Danish Majesty 




t leave to pass. I fear Anne will be in bed, and that 
only I and Jack ■will be ready to set foot on his Danish 
Majesty's dominions, and put our letters in the post. 
I did think that you would have contrived a line about 
your progress, en route, but it may have been written 
and lost. No doubt you arrived on the third day at 
Walton, as your horses from London wore fagged to a 
standstill before they set off, and they drew us very 
leisurely to Dartford, the Monday. 

I wrote so fast, not recollecting that you are ignorant 
of our stopping at Elsineur, and possibly at Copenhagen, 
and writing on deck, my ideas are like the wind, light 
and unsteady. 



I From the Honourable ROBERT KENNEDY. 

(Extract) (London post mark, 29th July, 182S.) 

Pbtebbburoh, in u good house in a long street, some day of the moDth. 

^^^ Klouday is nil I know. 

^^^K I wish I bad something worth telling you, all is worth 
^^^being. Our evening drive yesterday was delightful; 
^^^Hie crowds of folks, the tasty, beautiful country houses 
^^HPn the borders of the Neva, and the small rivers which 
^^^are many and run parallel, are all enlivened by these- 
handsome buildings, and those of a grander scale belongs 
to the Emperor. The palaces are magnificent, and; 
Greek Church Cassan, filled with French Eagles. 
:en from them in their disasterous retreat from Moscow. 
len you read Sugur's account of the Campaign, it 
show you such accumulated ilia as never were 
irded in history ; not more than they merited for this 
[18 invasion. 



"We are to be sliown up to her Majesty the Empress, 
but the day is uncertain. John goes in sort of a uniform 
of Disbrowe's. This is only to ensure tickets for the 
great f^te of St. somebody, and then we shall turn our 
horses towards Moscow. Lord Bloomfield will be of the 
party, i.e., he will take us, i.e., may be eo. Sir Alexander 
Malet is the attache ; he is a very nice, pleasant young 
man. There are great military mancEUvres going 
forward, and if I can stick on a saddle, I will try and 
get one peep at them. 

Visiting is poor Anne's occupation daily and eveningly. 
Only think, she paid (D. said so) 200 this morning 
before she got up, and so did I, and so did John. 

This language is only fit for the people who have 
strong muscular jaws; it would kill an Italian, loosen a 
Frenchman's teeth, and give me a fit of the ffout, which 
it has already threatened. 

Only think of poor Anne's astonishment. Just before 
dinner was announced, she exclaimed, " What a prodigious 
appetite I have," and lo! we saw on the table one small 
plate of raisins, one of apples, do. of oranges, and some 
sweetmeats. I was ready to cry. So this was Uuss! 
Luckily my olfactory nerve was most agreeably assailed, 
and I jumped for joy. No meat, no vegetables, etc. , 
appear on table, so you know nothing of what is to 
come. We are not as yet reconciled to this way of 
living, but it familiarises, and the dinner ia shorter. 

We drive about behind four horses and go like the . 

The city is nearly empty, and all the great folks who can 
get away are out of town, and the windows arc covered 



with ivhiting to prevent the sun spoiling the furniture, 
an excellent plan. The wafer was generally about five 
feet in the streets during the deluge, and just destroyed 
to that height of plaistcr which shows me that all the 
stone houses were made of brick. This city is made up 
of enormous houses and magnificent palaces, but still 
there is an air of tristesse. different from the bustle of 
a commercial town. It is very dear, the people well 
clad, no beggars, well paved with small stones, but very 
noisy, so much so, that conversation in a carriage is 
impossible. I amused myself looking out of the 
window at one o'clock this morning, it was light and 
many people moving about. 



Fkom Mr3. DISBROWK 

{St. p.) J^ July, 1825. 

Yesterday I had a day of it. Got up at six to 
accompany the gentlemen to Czarskoselo, where they 
were to be presented to the Imperial Family, and where 
I was to spend the day with a Madame LonguinofF, 
whom I had never set eyes upon. "Weil, a good shaking 
of twenty-two wersts brought us safe to the palace. I 
found my way to my friend, and my beaux went to 
dress and to prepare for their honors. M. de Longuinoff 
is Secretaire des Commandements de S. M. L' Imperatrice 
Mere. And as, in this splendid country, every one 
attached to the Court is lodged by it, as well as their 
family, I found my friends in their pavilion, a little 

toden house, near the palace, wliere they contrive to 



stow themselves and children. Yesterday they were in ' 
peculiar bustle, for every corner was in requisition for 
people from a distance, to attend the ceremony (and of 
course having their friends), for dressing rooms, and how ■ 
they contrived to deck themselves out in such places as I 
they did, I do not know. However, I hear that at the 
Peterhoff tSte, many people dress in their carriages, 
ladies as well as gentlemen, so I expect to learn lessons 
of contrivance in this country. Papa will describe the 
ffite to you, for I saw nothing of it; at least three 
hours squeeze in a crowded corridor, only procured me 
a glimpse of the Imperial head-dresses, the rain 
prevented me seeing the beautiful Gardens. I could not 
get to the chapel to hear a note of the fine music, bq | 
altogether my day was a failure. 

There were lodgings prepared for all tlie gentlemen ' 
who were to be presented, and carriages to attend them. 
Everything seems to have been on a most splendid scale, 
and Lord Bloom field, who was so long with our King, 
says he never saw anything so magnificent as the 
arrangements at Court here. At PeterhofF, the corps 
diplomatique, as well as the strangers invited, will be 
lodged, boarded, and carriaged during the three days of 
the f^te. 

The children here seem brought up as in France, eat 
of everything, and are as sallow as possible. Most of 
the boys are dressed in shirts made of print or coloured 
stuff, bound in gold, or silk galloon ; they have long 
sleeves, and reach to the ankles, close up to the neck, 
and open at the side, only confined round the waist by 
a sash like the binding. 
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' Most of the servauts are slaves, and Madame 
Longuinoff told ma that as the children of those who 
have once been taken into the service of the house are 
never sent to the fields again, the nobles must find some 
employment for them, otherwise they would be idle, for 
they are bound to support them whether they are good 
or bad. Her mother has established different sorts of 
trades in her house for these dei^enclants ; some make 
blonde, others embroider, etc. On Sunday and ffitedays 
(150 per an.) they work for their own profit, but the 
other days for their masters. In some families the 
slaves are very comfortable, but in others, she owns, they 
were treated worse than brutes. Fortunes here are not 
estimated by the money, but by the number of peasants 
the owner has. When any great work is to be under- 
taken, the nobles must supply so many men to work, or 
sometimes the Crown lends them ; sometimes these 
slaves can purchase their freedom or their liberty for a 
certain time. I believe this is cliiefly the case with the 
merchants, who are enormously rich, and form q^uite a 
distinct class here. The women are very finely dressed 
in this class, I mean handsomely so, and the only 
peculiarity of their costume is a frightful sUk cap, 
which fits tight to the head, has no sort of trimming, 
and is the most unbecoming thing imaginable. I stood 
by some of these women yesterday, who had diamond 
and pearl ear-rings, cachemire shawls, worked gowns, 
such as any lady would be glad to own, and yet the 
whole spoilt by these horrible skull caps in the most 

Jiowy colours. I am very much diverted by finding the 



Uussian costume of our quadrille at Naples is the dress 
of all the wet nurses here ; we ought to have had open 
caps, the closed ones denote married women. Amongst 
the peasants it is considered the gieatest disgrace that 
can hefall a married woman, that a man should see her 
hair, and if by accident her husband should enter the 
room when she was combing her hair, her first care 
would be to cover her head, even should she have no 
other resource than putting her petticoats over her 
head. 

Sposo sent off a messenger last week, but as he goes by- 
Stockholm I do not know when you will receive the 
treasures with which he is charged, very valuable articles 
certainly to go so far. 

Do not imagine that the horse's head in thedrowski is 
bent, and try to straighten it, for it is a representation 
of the furieuxheve, or attelage a la Pegase, the most 
extraordinary invention of eleven years standing that 
ever came into any imagination, but very picturesque. 
The horse goes prancing and dancing with his neck bent 
back, as if he was looking after the driver, or attempting 
to tear himself away, he is placed outside the shafts, is of 
no other use than mere show ! I believe they are trained 
to this position from their birth, and I fear very cruel 
means must be used, before they can acquire this atti- 
tude; it is rather alarming at first sight but les furieax 
Bont bien doux in reality. 

Mme. Longuinoff told me yesterday that many of the 
E-ussian ladies spend 4 or £500 a year upon their dress, 
and that these are moderate, the elegantes spend a great 
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more. Then agaia the Princess Sophie Volkonsky 
said four gowns carried her through last winter, but I 
fear she is no rule, as she chooses to be very independent, 
id has ideas of her own, dares to walk about without a 
irvant, to drive with only one pair of horses, will not go 
to court : in short " on la trouve tres singuliere," her 
daughter. Princess Aline, is one of the nicest girls I 
understand, very accomplished and well brought up, but 
she sometimes suffers from her mother's oddities. Mme. 
Lebzeltern n^e Countess Laval is a Russian, but mairied 
to the Austrian minister here; she speaks English like a 
native, ia a great musician, and I mean to like her, 
though I hear no ladies do ; she seems a positive little 
body, and lays down the law like a little bully, but there 
is something I find very likeable about her, and mean to 
examine her closely. Her father is a Prenchman, her 
mother an enormously rich Russian. We dined there 
the other day, had a splendid repast, and the ice was 
served in dishes of the same material, they looked like 
ciit glass, were fluted and of a pretty shape. I hear they 
may be easily made. 

Finished n-j 



From Mbs. DISBKOWE. 

^ r, i Aueuat, 1825. New style. 

St. Pktbrsbdrqh, ^3 j «iy_ oid stylo. 

It seems so difficult to find opportunity for writing in 
these regions that I will even try what I can make of 
i unfavorable moment, and that you, my dear readers, 



ireciate the exertion I will first inform 
you of my present situation ere I relate past events. It 
is near eight o'clock, we have just done dinner, having 
returned very late from Peterhoff. Lord Bloomfield and 
SpoBo are deep in diplomacy in one room : Lord Castle- 
reagh, Messrs Bloomfield and Kennedy and Sir Alexander 
Malet relating juvenile feats and planning further 
mischief in a second room, and your humble servant in a 
third, just within hearing of all their voices. 

Now, to try and describe the wonder and beauty of the 
Peterhofi' fete, no easy task, I assure you : but I will try 
and he very accurate, and leave the flourishes to your 
imagination. 

On Tuesday, 2nd of August, N.S., having taken our 
dinner at two o'clock, and allowed proper time pour 
la digestion, we set out for PeterhoflF in the following 
order : Mrs. Parker and Mrs. Disbrowe in the green 
ciiariot, Mr. Pickard on the box : drawn by four horses 
a breast, driven by a post coachman, whose proximity 
was evidently denoted by strenuous calls upon the 
olfactory nerves. Messrs. Kennedy and Disbrowe, 
attended by the Chasseur, were in a coach of extensive 
dimensions, drawn hy six horses, four in the shafts, and 
two leaders. About eight we reached our Palais au 
Jardin Anglais, found very spacious apartments prepared 
for ua, and then accompanied Mr. and Mme. Ludolf to 
the Parade at the Palace. "We went in a carriage called 
a ligne, which holds eight, and is jnst like two sofas 
, placed back to back on wheels ; these are allowed to drive 
through all the gardens, the wheels being so broad they 
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[o not cut up the walks. The Emperor supplied us with 
these, with house, board, servants, in short nothing can 
exceed the handsome manner in which the corps diplo- 
itique is treated, in no country are they so flt^. 

5th. An English post just come in 

Well, now to try an account of the {He. I left all the 
corps diplomatique assembled au Palais da Jardin 
Anglais. Our apartments were very spacious, plenty of 
glasses, but not otherwise overstocked with furniture : as 
Russian servants give their masters no concern, no pre- 
parations were made for ours beyond space ; however, 
Parker never thinks of making a difficulty, and contrived 
to pass two nights oa a sofa without sheets, and with 
only cloaks for covering. She is always good humoured, 
and I must not forget to mention that she dressed my 
hair beautifully for the whole day, presentation, dinner 
and ball. 

I was delighted with my presentation. La Coratesae 
itta ushered me into a room and then left me with 
M Imperiales. The Emperor (Alexander) kissed my 
hand : and I pretended to salute his cheek, ii la Eusse. 
The E mpress (Elizabeth) would not allow me to kiss her 
hand, but embraced me, and they were both so gracious, 
so affable, that I was quite eorry to be sent away. The 
Empress Mother came into the room where I was placed, 
and stood talking to me some time ; she is a wonderful 
person for her age, as erect as a young girl, and a very 
fine figure. They were all quite kind to me. aiid I wish 
my presentation was to come still, though" I was dread- 
.ly frightened at the thought of it before it took place. 



My gown was made here, very simple of tulle over white 
satin, with a long train, which I managed wonderfully 
well, and had not one tumble. Count Salahoub, an 
M.C. of the Court, was deputed to take charge of the 
diplomats, to instruct us in our parts, and to see that 
every attention was paid to us. We sat down about fifty 
to dinner, at three, a most splendid repast. At soYcn the 
Emperor's carriages came to take us to the ball masque!. 
The gentlemen wore dominoes of various descriptions ; 
our three had black lace ones ; the most comical things 
possible, ornamental they could hardly be called, and 
their texture certainly prevented their being useful. 
One hundred and thirty thousand people were said to be 
assembled. The Empress told Mr. Disbrowe that up- 
wards of 4,000 carriages came to Peterhofi" that day, and 
the Emperor had 4,000 horses of his own employed in the 
services of the Court. Of course lodgings for such a 
concourse was out of the question, and it was a most 
extraordinary sight to see the bivouacs, carriages of all 
sorts and descriptions converted into dressing and sleep- 
ing rooms. In one you might see a fair lady adorning 
herself, in another a party at dinner ; here a group of 
white haired scared looking Fins ; there some neat 
German colonists, Tartars, Calmouks, Jews, horses, carts, 
men, women, and children covered the ground, and 
formed altogether the strangest assemblage it is possible 
to conceive. People of every class were admitted to the 
palace ; and it was a striking spectacle to see courtly 
dames in gold and jewels. Emperor, Grand Dukes and 
Duchesses, Princes and Counts, whirling through crowds 
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rustics, men with long beards, women with russet 
gowns, who gazed with respectful astonishment, and 
though in close contact with those grandeei. showed no 
symptoms of rudeness, and were as quiet and unpre- 
suming as if they had heen bred to palaces and balls. 
They stood close to the imperial party ; there was no 
pushing or shoving, no noise; it really was wonderful, I 
should think, that such a ffite could only be given in 
E-ussia, where the people are so docile and orderly. What 
a 'TOW English mobility would make in St. James, or a 

:nch canaille in the Tuilleries. 

6th. See how I get on with my writing, three days' 
■work so far and little prospect of finishing by post time; 
there are always a thousand interruptions. Papa and 
John set out with the Eloomfields and M. de Kielman- 
segge. at five, for Moscow. I rejoice to say I shall have 
the happiness of seeing them again in three weeks, as 
they return here and go by Sweden to England. They 
have taken the diligence between them, and are to be 
four days and nighta en route 



EiTEicis FHOM ANOTHBB LuTTsa FttuJi filtts. DISBBOWE. 

(St. p.) Possible date ,„ August, 1825. 

I forget exactly where I left off my description of the 
iPeterhoff fete, so excuse any repetitions I may make. 

t seven o'clock on the "Wednesday evening, the Imperial 
larriages, six in Jiumber, besides lign^es, came to carry us 

I the ball (the corps diplomatique is we). The com- 
tany being assembled, the doors were thrown open, and 



the Imperial party polonaiaed through the rooms, the 
noblesBe following. It was a very curious sight to see 
those splendid grandees whirling through the crowds of 
peasants and rustics, for all classes were admitted to the 
ball. The Empress in gold and jewels elbowed by her 

lowest born subjects I soon got tired 

of dancing by the verst, for I am sure a polonaise through 
these palaces may well be so styled, and took advantage 
of my privilege of sitting in the circle formed round the 
Empress Mother, who was playing at piequet, with some 
of her courtiers, and sent in turn for each of the corps 
diplomatique to address them some flattering questions 

and observations 

The Maitre de Ceremonies, who had charge of us, 
marshalled us in great style, we only moved by Ms com- 
mands. After supper ' court party and we were driven 
round the gardens in lignes ; fortunately the night was 
warm, or some of us full dressed belles might have 
repented this nocturnal expedition, we managed to get 
our cloaks, however, which were very necessary. The 
illuminations were splendid, it took about an hour and a 
half to make the tour of the gardens, which extend down 
to the sea, and illuminated vessels were moored opposite 
the palace ; the waterworks, which are finer than those 
of Versailles, added greatly to the effect, and the whole 
was the most beautiful scene you can imagine. The 
gardens were open to all classes indiscriminately, no 
tickets or special permission necessary 
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From the Hondubablk. EGBERT KENNEDT. 

(St. p.) i August, 1826. 

"We are just returned from Peterhoff ffite, where 
splendour, magnificence, singularity, and Imperial pre- 
sence comliined to astonish my weak nervea 

Saturday Lord Bloomfield and the Capt. and your brother 
and your humble servant leave thia en diligence for 
Moscow, the ancient Imperial seat of the Tzars, at pre- 
sent a vioeroyalty under Prince Galatzin. There we 
shall see what is more Hussian than under this meUe 
refinement of foreign customs. We must esteem our- 
selves extremely fortunate, both in our guide and our 
timely visit for enjoyment ; all has been princely. Our 
dear Anne will give you an account of her presentation, 
which delighted her much ; but what will astonish you 
is that her Imperial Majesty the EmpressMother enquired 
of me about her family, and was quite aware of our 
having the care of the darling pets ; so minutely does she 
enquire into small matters, and makes one's presentation 
easy and interesting. I do not regret not entering more 
particularly into the picture of Kussian courtly amuse- 
ment, as your sister's pen is so brilliant and correct in 
description, and she is none of those sulky islanders, who 
think that nothing is good out of their own country, and 
think all civilities their due, nor does she overrate what 
she sees and receives, to depreciate her native lovely 
island. She gets on very well with the natives, and 
Sposo's experience is an easy passport to the beat society. 

I regret my dif&culty in attaining the pronunciation 
of foreign names and want of memory of persons. I feel 



this inconvenience, and it throws away a great deal of 
pleasure and satisfaction. 

Friday nioruing. To-morrow we start rather unespeo- 
ted'y, called upon liy our kind friend, Lord Bloomfield, 
who is a most kind hearted man, and this puts me to my 
trumps as to getting ready ; to wit, two portmanteaux, 
one for Albion, the other for our trip, the first Mr. Ward 
18 to take. After leaving Moscow we shall (all right) 
proceed to Nijny Novogorod to the fair so much spoken 
of. Cassan is out of our reach. Nijny Novogorod will 
be 1,120 versts from Petersburgh, and more passing 
through Moscow, from which it is 360 versts, a verst ia 
three-quarters of a mile English. Our time to be 
expended will be about three weeks : to return here. We 
then proceed through Stockholm, Copenhagen, &c. Dieu 
Bait quand we shall get to Walton. But you will perceive 
that our military order tu follow the military track of 
18i2 has vanished into thin air. Lord Castlereagh takes 
this route. I envy him, he leaves through Berlin to Italy. 



FaoM Tns Uonouu.\bi.b KOBEKT KENNEDY. 

MoBoow, 1825. 
Just two lines, my dear friends, to say we arrived safe 
and sound, though somewhat pummelled. Our journey 
to Novogorod afforded nothing interesting; but from 
thence the country highly cultivated becomes more agree- 
able and undulated, finer crops I never saw. The roads 
in general pretty good,, but sometimes the best springs 
triers I ever experienced. To-day I must get all our 



issports rectified, they are made out wrong for our 
purpose, and only allow us to journey to Moscow and get 
back again, We are at Hotel du Nord, so bo, tolerably 
well fed, having reached this within the four times 
twenty-four hours, dined at six, and went to a most 
excellent ballet, and more power and sous chat elegance 
are seldom seen, the lady's toe being in a direct line' 
with her eye, not a line lower, and the pirouettes beyond 
description. The Salle is truly beautiful, large as St. 
Carlo, parterre comfortable arm chairs. One very pretty 
lady in the box, whom we all run after, as school boys 
when they see a balloon. Everybody is out of town, but 
I will go directly to deliver my letters to the four resi- 
dences. We prepare for Nijny Novogorod to-morrow, 
making our stay at this place on our return. Moscow at 
the first is striking only from its minarets' towers, etc. ; 
it is situated not at all advantageously, and as yet I have 
seen no palace or house to compare with St. Petersburg. 

They sell at Torjok, through which we 

return, most excellent leather cushions, which make good 
beds, seventy-five roubles the set, three square pieces and 
a pillow 



From Ma. JOHN KENNEDY. 

)T.) St. Petehsburgii, the 30th, muat likely, of August, 1826, 

Here we are once more returned to the Capital, having 

visited the ancient seat of government, the bustling 

senes of Nijny, and performed a journey of 2,300 



versts, nearly 1,600 milea in the interior of this vast 
Empire. 

Our time was spent most delightfully. The Diligence 
made no slight stir in the more remote governments. 
We were received everywhere with due honour, and 
nothing went wrong. The inside of the coach was by 
'far the most noisy place in this quiet country, and every 
individual striving to be good-humoured and agreeable ; 
we were, I assure you, a most agreeable party. You will 
not wonder when two were Irish, but you with less 
surprise allow that our dear father was the life and 
mainspring. We were so reconciled to our mode of 
living, that notwithstanding seven days and nights 
without halting, no impatience was displayed, and no 
fatigue complained of. 

We were so hospitably received by General Aprechoff. 
We can never complain of Russian hospitality and 
attention, and although the presence of an English 
minister (Lord Bloomfi<^Id) may have increased it in 
many places, particularly in the minor towns, where the 
new coats and brushed up cocked hats, stiff swords, and 
■clean boots, came bowing with princely affability or 
Tillage submission, whichever you please, and afforded 
the best scenes for caricature. Still I am persuaded that 
& stranger is nowhere better received than in Russia, and 
that all. with proper recommendations, would meet with 
equal civility. At Nijny we had balls and dinner parties, 
and during the four days I made more progress in my 
acquaintance with Russian females, than during my three 
weeks formal visiting here. They are very unaffected 




and lively, and generally speak English and German 
besides French, as much their language by adoption as 
their natural one. 

Our dad is so expeditious and prolific a scribbler, that 
his account of our breakfast and acquaintance with 
different Aaiatics, one of whom I found had become 
Christian, and knew a few words of English taught him 
by our Missionaries, shall not be repeated here, but 
when we all assemble round the October fire, should I be 
lucky enough to get in time, my notes shall refresh our 
memories, and we will all travel over the ground 
together, and fancy will place us in those sands formerly 
wandered over by the Scythians, now enclosed by Russian 
cultivation, and interesting from their novelty, yet in 
few instances producing to the eye of the traveller what 
we term a fine view. Not a single cottage nor spot 
where happiness seems to dwell, and although the 
uncombed, uncouth Monjik, peeping through his small 
window or square aperture answering the same purpose, 
may find his house a paradise, it must be a difficult task 
for a traveller to imagine the same. Their wants are 
few. and those seem supplied. A sheepskin or warm 
shirt, in this country the striking feature of the dress, 
loose trowsers. and boots, keep them warm, and their 
houses heated by the vapour batb, can defy all the rigours 
of winter, and exclude visitors under penalty of suffoca- 
tion. . . . 



From Mrs. DISBKOWE. 
(St. p.) 



23nd Auguat, 
ith September, I I 



Oar little trip into Finland succeeded famously. I 
was very vexed at undertaking it without Papa, as we 
had promised to wait for him, and I had refused to join 
another party on purpose that we might go together, but 
Mr. Disbrowe was afraid Baron Nicolai might be gone, 
and that the weather would prevent our going later. So 
off we set, accompanied by General Domberg, the 
Hanoverian Minister, a most agreeable elderly person. 
Our attelage beat anything I ever saw during the whole 
course of my travels. Four little atoms of horses 
abreast, driven by our own coachman, and two leaders 
ridden by a postilion with a flowing mane, and generally 
in his shirt, tho' sometimes we were favoured with a 
coat of sheepskin, the wool inside. We went at an 
amazing pace, and always full gallop up hill, which 
discomposed Parker's and my nerves at first most 
amazingly ; however, we met with no accident. The 
greater part of Finland Beems composed of granite, ao 
that the roads were as hard and smooth as tables, (for 
want of a better comparison) and the only difficulty was 
to wind safely between the enormous masses of rock 
thro' which the road is cut. We were disappointed with 
the cataract of Imatta, and yet it certainly is a fine 
sight to see a broad river forcing its way through a 
narrow passage of steep rocks. However, a cascade is so 
much more picturesque that I suspect that was the cause 
of our disappointment, and we could not help comparing 



this torrent to Schaffhausen, which, tho' not as great a 
body of water, makes almost as much fuss, and forms a 
prettier picture. Our visit to the Baron's at Mon 
Repoa, close to "Wyborg, was very pleasant ; his garden 
is one of the lions of the country, it is on the sea-shore, 
and abounds in masses of the granite, which offers plenty 
of scope for varying the scenery, and he has taken 
wonderful advantage of it, by ornamenting it with 
temples, towers, shrubberies, pillars, etc., etc. On one 
promontory he has built a gothic castle, dedicated to the 
memory of his parents; had permission to have the 
ground consecrated, and made it a family burial place. 
His father and mother and two children are already 
interred there, and the vault for his wife, who died at 
Ck)pcnhagen about a year-and-a-half ago, is nearly 
finished. I should not like such an arrangement in my 
garden at all, it would make me melancholy. 

Yesterday I bad the felicity of unpacking my Parisian 
boxes. The things are charming, but nothing extra- 
ordinary, flounces and full trimmings, no tucks, gigots, 
and blouses, and the dresses like Miss T.'s gown. 

Baron Nicolai baa three dear little boys ; the eldest is 
sis, the youngest four years old, and they speak English, 
German, ITrench, and Russian with perfect ease. Most 
children here speak English. 



Fkou Mbs. DISBROWE. 
(EiTaACT.) St. Petersbi 

Lord S. does not mean to accommodate any of the 



Mission but himself. I wish he would put off coming 
till the spring; I cannot help hoping he may. The 
Emperor is to be absent three or four months, and no 
business can go on without him. 

Wo came to our new house on Friday (how unlucky), 
it is comfortable, neither so large nor so elegant as the 
last, hut in a much better situation in point of view, 
being on the Qnai Anglais, on the the beautiful Neva, 
which now affords a constantly varying active scene of 
vessels and boats, and in the winter is to amuse us with 
horse races, skating, montagnes-russes, and various 
other entertainments on the ice ; it is said to be a degree 
colder than in other parts of the town, but we can easily 
obviate that difficulty by heating the stoves a degree 
more. The English church is only three doors from us. 

Yesterday morning we went to make ourselves sick 
with a Kussian breakfast which Princess Sophie 
Volkonsky gave. First came a dish made of salmon 
gruel and pastry, next cakes of flour, not unlike 
pancakes, then two sorts of mushrooms, for here they 
eat sorts that are considered poisonous in England, and 
then we had sweetmeats of the Marmure, a wild 
raspberry that grows in Finland, very highly flavoured, 
and a taste not unlike quinces. . . . 

The races the other day were very pretty. I made 
capital bets, won from General Doruberg, and lost to 
Papa. The only unconamon part was a race ten times 
round the course, or twenty versts (three versts make 
two English miles) between eight Kossack horses, 
mounted by little boys. They did it in tbirty-eigbt 




flutes and some seconds. You have no idea how 
frightful a Kalmouek is ; their faces are broad and fiat, 
and their sunk eyes are hardly visihle. 

Charles Halker from this day is Maitre d' H6tel, and 
now I hope to have some control orer the expenses ; 
hitherto Borefkoff has managed, I daresay much to his 
own advantage. The cook, however, owns no master 
hut ourselves, and his accounts are quite separate from, 
the rest. I am going to try washing at home, fifty 
roubles per week is too much to go on at, a rouble ia 
about ten pence or a franc. "We give 10,000 roubles 
per annum for the house, or £400 sterling, and it ia 
considered extremely cheap. 

Papa of course described the Metliffe tournament and 
our visit to the eommunaute des Demoiselles Nohles. 
The first was extremely pretty, the fiJte entertained me 
very much, and the composition of the menagestill more. 
I do not know if all the Russian families are the same, 
but they all seem to be curious mixtures of dames de 
compagnies (even though the families are numerous) and 
crowds of servants, who are all slaves. Mme. MetlifFe'a 
houeekeeper and companion is a dwarf, the smallest I 
ever saw, an elderly woman, and not taller than my 
Charlotte (aged three), quite well formed, and seemingly 
much respected by the family : then there is a sort of 
singing or music mistress, who is quite one of the com- 
pany ; an old French emigre, a poor niece, two daughters, 
two sons, and a daughter-in-law. We were oflfered 
apartments for the night ; the rooms contained a table, 
glass, bed and bedding ; but we ought to have taken our 



own sheets, coverlids, towelB, etc., and I suppose baams 
and jugs, for I saw none provided. Lord Castlereagh lias 
domesticated himself in this family. 



Prom Miis. DISBBOWE. 

(St. p.) ^^ Sept., 1825. 

Since writing last Tuesday's budget, we have done 
nothing but see sights, Spent one whole day in the 
gardens and palaces of the Czarskoselo and Paulowski ; 
but what are called gardens here are pleasure grounds, 
ornamented with temples, bridges, monuments to the 
dead, and obelisks to the living; lakes, towers, ships, 
grottoes, hermitages, etc., etc., and flowers, close to the 
bouse. The palaces contain gilded halls, beautiful paint- 
ings, variety of furniture, silk, satin, and tapestry 
hangings ; in short it is impossible to describe them. 
The glasses are wonderfully large, and windows often 
contain only one enormous pane, which is very hand- 
some, but very treacherous, for it appears as if they were 
open, how awkward to thrust one's head through, and 
then find out the mistake. 

I expected to find abundance of amalekite, but greatly 
did I deceive myself ; it is very scarce and very dear, and 
what with me greatly lessens its merit, though in reality 
it enhances its value, is that it is never made up in solid 
blocks, as marble is ; but the vase or table or may be 
what it may, is made first in some other material as a 
foundation, and then a coating of amalekite is laid on in 




little pieces, almost like Mosaic, jtist merely plitieered (I 
do not know how to spell that word) ; a small slab not 
bigger than a folded letter costs several pounds sterling ; 
BO do not expect me to bring you back an inch of it. 
Princess Sophie Volkonsky took care of us at Czarskoselo, 
and dedicated the whole day to our amusement. Yester- 
day we went in a body, Middletons, Guerieros, etc., to see 
the gold and silver plate, china and glass, given to the 
Grand Diike Michel, with a new palace by the Emperor ; 
very handsome, but nothing extraordinary, a great many 
naked ladies as handles and pedestals, the good things in 
the dishes are to keep them warm, I suppose. After- 
wards we went to see a golden peacock turn his head and 
spread his tail, a silver owl roll bis goggle eyes, and a 
gold cock crow, an immense useless piece of mechanism, 
made in EnglSnd, of all places in the world, and sent as 
a present to the Empress Catherine. 

To-day we are again on the go, on a visit of thanks to 
the Metliffe's, who gave the tournament, and then dine 
at the Ludolfe's a whole day's work, as they live twenty- 
two versts off. 

Fkom Mrs. DISBKOWE. 

St. Pbterbbuug, ;,„ Sept., 1825. 

My letters ought to be most finished productions, for I 
think of them so very long before I perform them ; for 
the last two months at least, dear Mary, it has been my 

honest intention to write to you They 

, me from Walton that you had been making most 



kiiid and anxious enquiries about your wandering 
friend ; thank you a thousand times, my dear, but do not 
imagine that our thoughts of each other are not mutual, 
for I do really and often think of you and Ogwell, and 
its inhabitants are frequently in my remembrance, par- 
ticularly when I am roaming about new places. I never 
see a lichen or a pretty plant without saying to myself, 
Mary Taylor would like to see that, I wonder if it is 
worth preserving, and I actually brought away from 
Pinland, the other day, a quantity of beautiful mosa for 
you, which my ignorance imagined to be a curiosity, but 
alas! a eoientific man tells me it is very common, so 
there's an end to my project, but I swear my tale is true. 

By this time you are aware that I was not droM'ned in 
the Baltic ; the voyage was most pleasant, thanks to dear 
Papa, whose constant spirits gave poor John*and I courage 
to support our troubles with tolerable composure ; however, 
you will easily imagine I was not sorry to find myself 
and my S^oso at Petersburgh after eighteen days' 
sailing. 

As to this place, it is so different from any city I ever 
saw, that I am still enjoying the charm of novelty ; the 
people, too, are so picturesque, more oriental than Euro- 
pean, the men with long heards, and long garments, are 
walking pictures, neither very clean or very varnished, 
but very well to look upon at a distance. The equipages 
are also to be admired. Everybody admitted to Court 
must driye with four horses, the leaders are about a 
quarter of a mile (within bounds) from the wheelers; 
the postillion rides what we should call the wrong horse. 



nS. has a most ingenious way of making trowsere out of 
his long caftan or coat ; the coachman also wears a full 
long habit, confined round the waist by a broad sash, and 
he holds the reins in each hand, and both arms extended 
forward, which gives him a very peculiar attitude. The 
harness is made as light as possible, and there is so little 
of it, that at first I did not think the horses sufficiently 
clothed to be decent, but now I prefer it greatly to our 
clumsy Anglo fashion of loading them with leather and 
buckles. There is another attelage, which is quite divine, 
being a la Pegase, or like the chariots of the sun. three 
or four horses abreast, and the outrigger so dressed as to 
be always half turned back, prancing and dancing and 
tearing and tossing as if on the point of leaving the 
carriage; at every instant it is beautiful, but not very 
safe, as the driver has little control over this " furieux." 
Of society I can hardly judge, as hitherto the beau 
monde has been in the country, and I have only seen it 
in occasional visits, Society folks are much the same 
in all countries, and therefore almost worn out of de- 
scription. Good by for to-day ; I must be ofl" to pay my 
compliments to all the Sophia's I know, this being la 
f^te de St. Sophie. 
18 



found an opportunity of making my pretty speeches at a 
very pleasant party in the evening, also to honor a 
Sophie, and where many of the sisterhood were assembled. 
It began by a play and ended with a ball; acting is all 
^^e fashion here, and the ladies and gentlemen are 
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become great proficients, but there is no end to the 
Various ways they have of amusing themselves, charades 
en action, tableaux, comedies, and the other day a very 
pretty tournament was performed, eight knights were 
extremely well appointed, and displayed great skill and 
dexterity in cutting and carrying off heads on their lances, 
etc., etc. Prizes were awarded to them by the ladies of 
their love or rather " lot," for to prevent serious disputes 
or causes of envy, they were not allowed to choose their 
own fair ones. 

Beauty is a very scarce article in this country amongst 
the women. Men are much more fortunate on this 
head, and are fine specimens of the sex. Everybody 
speaks two or three languages, and music and drawing 
are much cultivated; indeed liiany of the ladies should 
be proficients in the obstruce sciences, for at the prin- 
cipal establishment for education, where most of thera 
are brought up, they go through courses de ch^mie, de 
physique, and I know not what. We went to visit this 
Convent, and returned much fallen in our own conceit, 
the children know such terribly deep things, and so 
much more than our old selves. The Dowager Empress 
superintends and almost supports this establishment. 
Upwards of seven hundred children are brought up 
there, some few at their own expense, but the greater 
part gratis. 

Did you not pity me at leaving my precious babies ? 
it was and is still a most painful separation, but I have 
the comfort of knowing that they are in better care than 
my own, and that they are as well and happy as possible. 



Tie kind Waltonians send me the most exact details of 
their little proceedings, and I have their pictures, 
nxd by dint of scolding myself into good behaviour, I 

really bear my lot extremely well 

This climate seems to suit me very properly. I mean, 
^however, to run no English risks, but to do as the natives 
do about wrapping up and taking care of myself. They 
aiust understand their own climate better than strangers 
Several of our country-women have paid dearly 
for their experiments and supposed hardihood. And 
^■iiow, my dear, I charge you to send me your history with 
speed, and tell me as much about my old Devonshire 
firiends and aequaLutanees as possible. God bless you 
My love to your fire side. 

Your Affectionate 

A. DISBROWE. 
Papa and John are still with us, but going every day. 



Prom Mes. DISBBOWB. 

Petkrsbiehgh, Wednesday, ,« Oot ' ^^^''^ 

We know nothing of Lord Strangford's movements, in 
short get no letters from any body but you at "Walton, 
that, to be sure, is enough to satisfy me, but Sposo would 

"Bite more general news 

We had another dinner of twelve, the other day. All 

' the corps, and afterwards the gentlemen, began to 

play dances, so we all set to, like madcaps, had mazurkas, 

nuets, Turkish dances, and all sorts of things. I was 
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so sorry we had no visitors, to pop in and find the diplo- 
matic body figuring away. Mme. Ludolf (Mme. Preu- 
denreich's friend) is a great promoter of gaiety, I think 

a very useful personage 

.- Princess Sophie Volkonsty has given me such a com- 
mission for English net, I must trouble Charlotte Taylor 
with it. They have the strangest way here about the 
trousseau possible. It is not at all necessary that the 
marriage should be on the tapis. Whenever opportunity 
presents itself, the trousseau is formed, and every year 
something is added to it, so that little has to be done 
when the man is found. In this case Princess Sophie 
swears there is no marriage going on, but that it is 
always better to be prepared, and not to be hurried and 
obliged to be extravagant at the last. Part of the net is 
for counterpanes and pillow cases. The young lady 
always takes household linen, and even some dozen 
chemises for the bridegroom, how obliging, besides caps, 
etc., pour les couches. This, however. Princess Sophie 
" trouve trfea indecent, et comment puis je savoir s'il y 
doit avoir enfants." She is capital, very independent in 
her ideas and ways, very attentive to foreigners, parti- 
cularly English, particularly friendly to us, and not very 
ardent towards her country folks. Her husband, Prince 
Pierre Volkonsky is a great favourite with the Emperor, 
and is now with the Empress, at Taganrock. He had 
hardly returned from his embassy to France when he 
was sent off upon this expedition. 




Feoh Mna. DI8BE0WE. 

(St. p.) N.a. 19th Oct. 1825. 

I want to describe the ceremonies of funerals here, if 
I can, c'est a dire, for it is only from hearsay that 
I know anything about it. I should be sorry to be a 
witness to such distressing scenes. 

Mr. Gourieff, Ministre des Appanages, etc., father-in- 
law to Count Nesselrode, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
died here last week ; he was sixty-eight years old. The 
body laid in state for several days, and everybody at all 
connected with the family, or who wished to show re- 
spect to it, went to see the corpse. The room was hung 
in black, and a priest was constantly saying prayers 
over it, night and day, in a low, mumbling voice, at 
intervals, like minute guns. 

The evening previous to the interment the body 
was removed to the church, all the relations, friends, 
strangers of distinction (John amongst others) were 
invited to be at the ceremony. The service lasted three 
hours, everybody in full dress. The body exposed in full 
uniform, and when the service concluded, tHe relations 
and servants took leave of it, kissing the face and bends. 
This, they say, is the most melancholy scene it is pos- 
sible to imagine. I can conceive none more distressing, 
and wonder how the relations can support. At ladies' 
deaths the female friends are also invited to attend, but 
I trust I shall not be obliged to undergo anything of 
the sort; it comes too home to one's feelings, and I am 
sure I could not witness a stranger's fimeral without 

ng very much distressed, and there are too many 



unavoidalale calls upon one's feelings to allow one to 
seek such melancholy scenes. 

Winter approaches with such determination, that I 
was at last obliged to make up my mind to the im- 
portant point of buying my pelisse; it is to be of 
Macasso velvet, en couleur de Marguerite, trimmed in 
sable! splendid ia it not? I could not do otherwise, 
though the price makes me sick, there was no avoiding 
it, 600 roubles for the fur, 144 for the velvet, heigho ! I 
, begin to fear I shall want more court dresses. 




(From Mrs. DISBEOWE. 

(St.P.) ^^Oct., 1826. 

This morning, at eight o'clock, dear Papa set off, and 
I grieve to say it has turned out a wretched day, snowing 
fast, but it does not lay at all, which will make the roads 
very heavy, however, in Pinland they are so naturally 
hard that I hope he will get on better. The horses were 
at the door 'last night, but I could not bear the idea of 
his beginning at night, so he put it off till to-day. I 
saw him set off, though he would not come to bid me 
good bye ; he had a famoufi night's rest, and everybody 
says he looked better to-day than he has done since his 
illness. How glad I shall be to hear of his safe arrival 
at Stockholm, but I must wait a fortnight at least for 
that pleasure, and you may, perhaps, hear of it -as soon 
as I shall. I shall expect a letter from Abo in nine or 
ten days ; from thence he will embark for Stockholm, 
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as tbe boats lay to every night, it is uncertain how 

long he may be crossing. The passage dilFers from two 

to six days ; he expects to be leaving Copenhagen in three 

eks, and in about five from this time I trust be vnW 

safe at "Walton Hall 

Papa went sight seeirg to the last, but I confess I 
dragged him out against his will the day before yester- 
day, though he was obliged to me afterwards. We went 
to see the model and plans of the new Isaac Church, 
mow building by a Prench architect, Mons. Montferret. 
There are to he porticoes each side, supported by red 
granite columns,' sixty-three feet high, six in dia- 
meter (Russian feet), in single blocks, the capitals and 
pedestals in bronze. They are brought from Finland, 
and i,t is curious to see with what facility these enormous 
asses are moved. I think the church will be very 
leary. Next we went to see Mr. Nariskin's house ; he 
las some beautiful pictures, but one surpasses all others, 
a young St. John, by Domenichino, it is exquisite. The 
apartments are beautifully furnished, chiefly in silks 
and velvets. The windows in most of the great houses 
here are of one single pane, which is very handsome, 
ough I never can make up my mind that they are 
.ut, and always look home to assure myself that I have 
cold ; there are seldom curtains to hang down, 
lerely draperies, so the rooms are always open to the 
lOW of the street. Oh, dear, how it snows 



From Mus. DISBSOWE. 

St. Petubsbubg, g^ Nov., 1825. 

Mt dear Mama, — It seems to me so very odd at this 
late day to hear you talk of uncertainty about papa and 
John, etc. Your letter of the 5th came two days ago 
only, and if you remember it was filled with this subject ; 
one comfort is thnt before it reached me you were no 
longer in anxiety upon the matter, and knew all about 
papa's recovery and departure and John's installation. 
It is not less strange that you most likely know much 
more about the former's progress in his journey than I 
do, no post from Sweden this fortnight, so we have got 
no farther intelligence from him than from Abo, from 
whence he was to embark on Saturday, the 6th, just as 
you were writing to me, and just when Sposo and I had 
repeated, for the twentieth time at least, "I dare say 
C. and A. are running about singing, ' remember, remem- 
ber, the fifth of November.' " 

Xiady Strangford produced a young man last Saturday, 
juid is doing wonderfully well, and I must say is a 
perfect example of patience, forbearance and good 
humour. I fancy I should not be so well behaved under 
similar circumstances ; no comfort about her, a maid 
who leaves her half the day, no nurse either for herself 
or baby, and with the happy prospect of changing her 
servants as soon as she gets well. I was ashamed to see 
the way in which her dinner was served yesterday, and 
she did not make a single complaint ; fortunately for her 
she has an excellent governess, or I do not know what 
she would do with such servants. Lord Strangford is 



delightful, and everything seems to go on swimmingly 
as far as regards him. and the ci-devant Minister, who, 
entre nous, has nothing in the world to do now, and 
means to do less, he says; he is quite well. I rejoice to 
say. The Strangfords had taken the Taticheff house for 
2,700 roubles per annum, but we suppose Mme. T. 
wishes to get off. Her husband is minister from this 
court to Vienna, and her ostensible reason for not joining 
him was that she could not let her house ; the real is 
that she has certain misgivings that she will not be 
received at Vienna, where her character is too well 
known. She is still very handsome, has been beautiful ; 
began her career in life as a barmaid or some such thing, 
was patronized, found a man fool enough to marry her, 
has ruined him, and others besides, and here she is the 
gayest of the gay, splendid in dre^s and jewels, and 
considered de la bonne society. I have avoided making 
her acquaintance hitherto, and heartily hope she may go 
to Vienna, otherwise I cannot escape longer, as Countess 
Apraxia is her daughter, and we visit. I'o-day looks 
very like winter, four degrees below freezing point. 
John and I mean to brave it. Sposo, who never fails 
walking me out every day, is gone house looking with 
Lord Strangford. The ladies paraded the Newsky Per- 
spective yesterday in very gay attire, some in white 
satin pelisses with sable, others in ditto cloaks, pink, 
blue, and all the finest colours. 

We are beginning to plan our trip to Moscow, and I 
should not be surprised if we were off in three weeks. 
Christmas will be a very good time for seeing the society 



to advaatage. We shall go en traineau and travel at 
night, if I can stand it, but you know I never was tried 
this way. 



Fkom Mjib. DISBKOWE. 
St. FsTEBSBUBau, ^ 



November, -iook 
December, 



^^" I feel as if a great big stone had been taken off of me, 
it was such joy to hear of papa's arrival at Stockholm. 
I did not dare own to myself that I really was getting 
quite unhappy at not hearing anything of him, and 
almost dreaded some misfortune had happened, however, 
do not let us think any more on the subject. He is safe, 
and we are thankful, poor dear man. "VVliat a wretched 
passage he had, eighteen days crossing the Gulf, and all 
this from my fault. If I had not been such an ass, I will not 
mince matters, he would have started ten hours sooner, 
and not have missed the packet. I am so angry with 
myself. I will behave better another time, at least I 
hope so. It is now just a week since I wrote to Mama, 
and as this is to go by a messenger, more than the usual 
interregnum may, perhaps, intervene between my elegant 
epistles ; however, they are not worth much, not near 
so valuable as those from Walton are to me, so it is not 
of much consequence. 

I wish I could send something by the messenger, 
either to some of you or my brats, but Petersburg pro- 
duces nothing carriable — all articles of dress come from 
Prance or England, and toys are too bulky: there go 
two little girls by the window, just the size of my two 



arlings. If I could but see them also, so well wrapt 
up, trotting along the quay, apparently not minding the 
cold, heigho ! As yet the winter has hegun very mode- 
rately, not sufficient snow for the sledging, and except 
one day when it was twelve degrees, the cold has not 
been below six. or seven degrees, but even this is beyond 
what you have in England ; this according to Reaumur. 
When there is no wind, walking is very pleasant, the streets 
are kept swept and sanded, and it is very easy to wrap 
up 8u£B.ciently, but the least wind_makes the cold insup- 
portable. The river was more suddenly frozen this year 
than usual, it was quite covered in less than twenty-four 
hours after the first floating ice appeared. It is not the 
Neva itself that freezes, the current is too strong, but 
the ico comes down from the Ladoga Lake and settles 
on the river. It was curious to see the progress, the 
water seemed to boil before the ice covered it, and the 
vapour or smoke was so thick that the opposite bank 
was entirgly hid. Until the ice forms the bridges are 
removed, so that all communication with the other side 
ia cut off, which sometimes occasions very great in- 
convenience. General Benckendorf (Countess Lieven's 
brother) went over to pay a visit at the Vassillieshof or 
Isle de Bazil, and was obliged to remain there two 
days, his wife and goods being this side. The bridges 
are all upon boats, and are replaced as soon as the ice is 
fixed. Hoads are marked out on the river by trees. In 
the day time folks seem to prefer taking their own way, 
and then they are crossing in all directions ; cai-riages 
f?e not yet begun to pass. We shall soon have a 



skating club regularly again, their ground will be oppo- 
site our windows 

Lord Strangford told Mr. Disbrowe he was very much 
pleased with John, he was ao extremely anxious to do 
things right, and took auch pains to please him. Papa 
will be glad to hear this 

Our journey to Moscow cannot take place until more 
snow falls. I think it will be a very pleasant trip. 
Parker objects to it on one point. She does not like the 
idea of sleeping with a man, she says, " and you know, 
ma'am, if we go all night, I must." She and Pickard are to 
go together in a sledge. She is an excellent creature, and 
I rejoice daily that I had prudence enough not to take a 
fine lady. The accounts of the English servants' pro- 
ceedings here is something incredible. I suspect the 
Strangfords will have some specimen of it. Apropos 
Lady Strangford and her young moujik are going on 
most prosperously. I never saw any one manage those 
affairs so easily. 

We began this week in grand style, a ball at Mr. de la 
Ferronaye's. I chaperoned Aline Volkonsky and stayed 
till half-past three. It was very pleasant, a very bril- 
liant assembly, and went oflF with great spirit. The 
Comte de la Ferronaye wishes he could get a ukase for 
banishing the cotillon, but I suspect he will not succeed, 
it is such a favourite dance here. It sometimes lasts 
two hours, and is, I think, mighty dull when danced 
every night. They had a new figure, blinding the 
gentleman, and then making him choose a lady, but as 
it was done by throwing a shawl over their heads, it 
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Spoiled too mauy toupees, and therefore did not succeed. 
Our acquaintance, Count Apraxin, was terribly annoyed 
At it. They aay he rouges and paints his eyebrows and 
moustaehios. My charge looked extremely well, though 
she would wear bet old black gown. She had pink 
marabouts in her hair and her mother's emeralda and 
diamonds on. You have no idea hoiv much the girls dress 
here, and put on such mixtures, yellow gowns trimmed 
with sky blue or red flowers ; blue gowns over pink slips 
etc., etc., always with jewels. My next favourite to Aline 
Volkonsky is Alexandrine Alopeus, daughter of the 
EiUBsian Minister at Berlin, but now passing a winter in 
Petershurgh. Mme. A,lopeus is an old friend and flame 
of Sposo's ; she must have been angelic, and is still one 

of the handsomest women I ever esw 

Countess Modene and her daughters are great favoufitea. 

They are excellent people, and 

Comtfisse quite famed for her goodness. . < . . ^ 



27 Nov., O.S., -, 
9 Dec, N.8., 



P.S.— Little did I think to add such a P.S. The most 
melancholy event has taken place. The Emperor is dead. 
Only six days ill; typhus fever. It is an event of the 
utmost importance, not only to poor Bussia, but to the 
whole civilized world. 

The poor Empress EliKabeth had the melancholy con- 
solation of being with him during the whole time, and of 
nrforming the lasi sad duties of a wife. She has known 
Hie f)f the happiness of one, poor thing, but he had 
rturaed to her latterly, and they were united at the 
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last. She closed his eyes, gave him the cross to kias, at 
Taganrog. 

The poor old Empress learnt it this morning, snd 
dropped as if shot, on reading the news. They thought 
she was gone also, for as she is laced from head to foot, 
she turned quite black directly. 

The Grand Duke Constantine succeeds. He will be 
here to-morrow. 



Feom Mrs. DISBKOWE. 



■- p.) ,, Deo,, 1825. 



Do not set me down as affected, dear folks, if I 
write in a melancholy mood. It is impossible to be 
otherwise in the midst of the general gloom that now 
prevails amongst these people. Never was a monarch so 
mourned; but it is not as their Emperor that they 
deplore him, it is as a common friend. Every indi- 
vidual weeps as for the loss of their dearest, best friend. 
He was loved for himself, was so affable, so benevolent, 
interesting himself about his lowliest subjects, entered 
into the concerns of all around him in the most affec- 
tionate manner, and in short completely identified with 
his people. Few sovereigns were ever so generally 
known, and I should think few or none were ever so 
universally regretted. He won strangers by his amiable 
condescension, and it was impossible not to like him. 

Mr. Law (the English chaplain) gave us a most im- 
pressive sermon, Sunday, and passed a beautiful eulogium 



on the late monarch. The church was hung 

and it was altogether extremely affecting 

The only signs of life that the Emperor showed during 
the few last days was taking the Empress's hand fre- 
quently, and putting it to his heart and lips. He did 
this about half an hour before his death. He received 
the communion on the « , and then said, " I never felt so 
happy before, do with me what you like." His best fxiend, 
Prince Pierre Volkonsky, and the Empress, never left 
him. After he died, the Empress washed his hands, 
placed his feet together, and then threw herself on the 
body. I should think her cup of misery is now filled. 
She is wonderfully calm, and has had no particular attack 
since the sad event. 

The Empress Mother is also very resigned. This is the 
fifth child she has lost, but, of course, this is the hardest 
blow of all. On the 17th there had been a slight ame- 
lioration in the fever. A courier was despatched with 
the good news. Upon receiving it the poor old Empress 
immediately ordered a Te Deum to be celebrated. The 
ceremony was just begun when the fatal news arrived. 
The Grand Duke Nicholas repaired to the chapel, 
stopped the service, and made signs to the priest to take 
the cross to the Empress, saying to her, '■ My Mother, 
look on that sign of suffering, and be resigned to the 
greatest misfortuue you pan meet with on earth, the 
Emperor is dead." She took the cross, clasped it to her 
breast, and dropped down as if she were dead also ; and it 
was some time ere she recovered. 



The Grand Dulte Nicliolas was the first to swear alle- 
giance to the Emperor Constantine, though— (I had 
better not touch on politics. I must wait a snug oppor- 
tunity for that). 

Constantine is Viceroy of Poland. It is uncertain 
when he will arrive, perhaps not this week. It is sup- 
i went to Tagaiu'og upon hearing of his brother's 
The mourning will last a year. The first part 
will be dreadfully dismal. The order is not yet an- 
nounced, and BO I do not know exactly what it is to be 
except that gowns are to be common black flannel, quite 
frightful. It does not yet seem decided what the diplo- 
matists will do, hut I suppose they will follow the rules 
of the court, I he^r the length of the trains is to be 
fixed, and the quality of the stuff according to rank. 

Princess 8ophie*and Aline set off for Taganrog, to join 
I^ince Pierre Volkonsky, on Saturday. He writes : 
"C'enest fait: I'Empereur n'est plus, ma carrifere est 
finie : j'ai servi cet Ange, je ne pourrais servir un autre 
Suuverain. Dieu sait je I'ai servi comme Ami non seu- 
lement comme mon Empereur." Papa will tell you what 
a deservedly high character Prince Pierre bears. 

The Empress Mother expresses great gratification at 
the way in which the English have solemnized the 
Emperor's death, and says, *' Hemerciez ces bona Anglais 
pour moi." 

Since the sad news the taverns have been entirely 
deserted. A remarkable trait of the grief of the people. 




From Mks. DISUKOWE. 




St. Pktkrsbdeqit, ,_ Deo., 1825. 

Mt dear Sophy, — It is entirely out of compassion 
Kid vanity that I now sit down to address you just at 
present to prevent your little post boy coming back 
empty handed, and to show my own conceit in thinking 
that even a short epistle from me is better than none at 
all, for in truth I have nothing to say except to thank 
you for yours of the 26tb, received last night. I quite 
pity you all, for I know how anxious and uncomfortable 

was at not hearing from Papa, and you will be kept 
iven yet longer in suspense than I was, and not even 

kve the solace that I had in imagining that I did not 

because the post could not reach this place. 
"ou cannot think what a kind interest evei-ybody took in 

ly anxiety Papa enchanted the folks quite. 

The order for the mourning is not yet published. I 
hear there is to be a doll dressed up as a pattern, and that 
we positively must wear the black flannel. I have some 
idea of dyeing a few old yellow petticoats and making 
them into a go^vn, alack a day ! I sigh over my velvet 
pelisse, worn three times, and five gowns never worn at 
all, and then turn to a magnificent manteau for the 
coronation, and black one for the funeral, and then sigK 

again twice as hard Poor Mr. 

de Guise (leave out the u next time) is in a very 
curious position. Before he had an opportunity 
[of presenting his credentials, his King died (Bava- 

^n), and of course now lettere were necessary, They 



arrive, but when they do so, the monarch to whom he 
was accredited is also dead. Is it not a singular case ? 
Our master is almost similarly situated, at least he was 
not accredited before the Emperor's death ; and so Sposo 
J8 still en fouction. I ^vish he may also be considered 
en paio. The new Emperor is not yet arrived. Various 
and many are the reports, but as I wish my letter to go 
by this post, I had better not touch upon the subject. I 
will send you the Empress's letters by a messenger. I 
take it for granted you are as much interested in these 
matters as myself. It is so dismal here, not another 
subject talked of but the late melancholy event, and all 
sorts of prognostics of it raked up. One ivas that instead 
of taking leave at the Cazan Church, as was customary 
previous to an absence, the Emperor Alexander went 
quite alone and very early on the day of his departure to 
the Newsky Monastery, remained three hours on his 
knees, wept very much, and kissed the tombs of his 
children, and instead of the usual donation in money to 
the convent, only left tapers, oil, and incense. Another 
is that the name of the river, ivhere he got wet and 
which proved the beginning of his illness, is in the 
Tartar language " Mort aux Russes." Another, instead 
of mounting at once into his carriage, he desired it to 
wait for him on the road, whilst he drove in a drowsky 
over every part of the gardens at Tszarkoselo, as if to 
take leave of them. It was his favourite residence. 
His traits of benevolence are innumerable, 
I wish by some means you would find out from the 
de Wattevilles or Erlacs, who a Madame Duthorn is ; a 



Swiss who came here loaded with letters of recommenda- 
tion in the same ship as the Strangfords, knew them 
slightly in town, is an authoress, got Mile. Motte a 
situation, knew all the grandees in London, and is here 
upon some speculation of setting up Infant Schools. . . . 




DCS LSTTKES DC PrIKOB FiBRRB VoLKONSKT RBLATIF3 A LA 
XALADIF. ET LA MOKT DE L' EUPEREUR AlEXAKDOB 1"' 

Taoanrog ,g Novembre, 1825, 

*' L' Empereur est arrive hier au soir a 6 heures, peu 
apres que j'ai envoye ma lettre ii la poste. II a ^t^ trSs 
content de ce qu'il a vu et du beau terns qu'U faisoit 
pendant tout son voyage. Le dernier jour de sa course 
a cheval sur la c6te meridionale, la journeiS ctant une 
peu forte, il est arrive un peu tard ii la couchee ayant 
pria du froid k cause de la fraicheur de la nuit, ee qui 
lui a donne une petite fievre dont il se reasent encore 
dans ce moment, c'est assez pour dire que le cUmat est 
fievreux et que celui au moins mi nous sommes est 
pr^f^rable surtout pour 1' Imp^ratrice. Juequ'a pri5sent 
le terns est toujours bien. doux, il y a dix degrcs de chaleur 
mais peu de soleil depuia quelques jours et un vent tres 
fort. La sante de 1' Imperatrice va tr^s bien. Elle est 
visiblement mieux. Quant a la fievre de 1' Empereur, 
je suppose qu'elle le quittera bientot, surtout si' il veut 
bien se menager un peu les premiers joura apr^s son 
tur de ce voyage. . . . 



"lia fievre que V Empereur a apportee de la Critnee 
I'a force de garder la Cbambre, et quelques remcdes que 
Wylie lui a donnes, 1' ont fait diminuer de beaucoup, 
J' espere que dans 2 ou 3 jours il poui'ra sortir pour 
prendre de I'air." 



Du 20 Novenibre i 10 heures du Matin. 

Demain il y aura buit jours que 1' Empereur np sort 
pas de sa Chambre a cause de la fitvre qu' il a prise dans 
Bon voyage. Comme il n' aime pas a se droguer, c' est 
toujours avec peine que 1' on parvlent a lui faire prendi'e 
la Mi^decine neci^ssaire. Wylie s' est adjoint Stoffregen 
pour donncr les remtdcs, parceque 1' Empereur ne dispute 
pas autant avec ce dernier. Quoiqu'il n'y ait rien de 
Berieux dans la maladie, ncanmoins rien n' est indifferent, 
comme tous pouvcz le pcnser. Je ne le quitte pas et 
suis, a ce qu' il paroit, aussi d' une bonne utility am 
Mi^decine, parcequ'il m'dcoute plus que les autres et me 
laisse faire tout ce qui est ncceseaire. La nuit passee il 
n' a pas si bien dormi, ayant eu un peu d' acc^s de fl^vre. 
On espere qu'll transpirera, ce qui le eoulage tout de 
suite, comme cela a ete le eas tous lea jours prt^eedens. 
Comme on ne lui doune rien que du bouillon, il eat aasez 
afFaibli, mais toutes les fois qu' il transpire bien, 11 
reprend tout de suite ses forces, me rcmercie de mes soins, 
et eonvient alors que les lemMes lui font du bien, ce ne 
Bont au fond que des calmanta et des cboses pour faire 



w 



La sant^ de 1' Imperatrice, giAcea a Dieu, eat bonne, 
malgrtS lea inquitltudeB qu ' EUe a eue de la maladie de 
Empereur. 



I 
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" La chaleur a diminu^ un peu, 1' Empereur a dormi, 
et a gagn^ par la dea forces, maia II n'a pas tranapir^ ce 
ui lui auroit fait plus de bien encore. " 



Lc ,j- Novembre. 
Je n' ai ni la force ni la t6te assez a moi pour voua 
indre ce qui se passe en moi. Nous sommes tons 
lenacjes d'un malheur terrible pai* la maladie de 
r Empereur, qui est devenue trcs grave et mSme 
dangereuse depuis quelques jours. La flevre qu'il avoit 
;se dans son voyage en Crimde, a cbangt! en fiiSvre 
lieuse enflammatoiro. pour comble de malheur il a 
reftis^ tons les secours de 1' art aprfes la potion de Rhubarbe 
qui r a degout^. La maladie ayant commenod a empirer, 
Ics Mcdecins ne savaient quel parti prendre. Je me suis 
d^cid^ a leur conseiller en Chretien de lui proposer la 
Oommunion, et d' engager le Confesseur ii lui faire une 
exhortation pour ne pas refuser les remedes, J' ai fait 
oette proposition en prf^sence de 1' Empereur , qui 1' accepta 
et regut lea Saints Sacremena. Le Prfitre lui a trts bien. 
parle. Apr&a cela il s est decide a ae faire appliquer les 
.ngsues et a prendre toua les autrea remedes n&essairea, 
ont produit beauooup d'effet, et qui ont calm^ la 
leur pendant quelques heurea ; mais plus tard elle 
ivient, et continue depuis avec tenacite malgr^ les 



Sinapismes que 1' on avoit appliqut^s it plusieurs reprises. 
Mon attachment pour 1' Empereur vous est Buffisament 
conuu pour juger de I'etat oii je me trouve. Je ne le 
quitte pas ni le jour ni la nuit, auasi Buis-je a bas; 
pouTTU senlement que le Tout Puissant veuille nous 
sauver du grand Malheur qui nous menace, car il n' y a 
que lui qui le puisae. Grand Dieu ! quel etat d' Angoissea ! 
La pauvre Imperatrioe malgrt; sa chetive Bant^ ne le 
quitte pas. Dieu donne qu'elle ait aesez de force pour 
supporter le malheur qui nous menace ! Adieu, quelles 
nouvelles vous donnerai-je la poste suivante? . . . 
etc., etc. 



Le 16 Novembre, 9J du Matin. 

" L' Empereur va de pluB mal en plua mal. Tons les 
remcdes n^cessairea ont ete employes sans diminuer la 
maladie, qui depuis ce matin a chang^ en fi^vre nerveuse. 
Dupuis pr^a d' une heure il ne dit plus rien, les demieres 
m^decines qu'on lui a donn&s n'operent plus et par la 
II se trouve dans le plua grand danger. Ce n' est qu' un 
miracle qui pourra le sauver ; mais nous n' osons paa 
mfime plus y compter. Je suis dans un ^tat terrible et 
d'une faiblesse que je tiens a peine la plume, depuis 
plusieurs jours je ne mange et ne dors pas, ce qui me 
donne la &c\ re de fatigue et m' ote mes forces. Je me 
remeta en Dieu, qui j' espere me donnera des forces pour 
supporter le coup terrible qui nous attend. Da pauvre 
Imperatrice malgre sa triste sant^ est admirable. Que 
Dieu la soutienneet la conserve — Adieu, etc, etc.," 



^ 



Le „p NovembreSJdusoir. 
■'La nuit pass^e a ete terrible pour le malade. Nous 
'^Stions dans les plus vives alarmes, parceque 1' Empereur 
a manque de passer a. plusieura reprises par dcs diifaillances 
chaque foia qu' il etait oblige de se lever. A 6 lieurea du 
matin on lui a appliqu^ un veeicatoire sur le dos dont 
I'effet I'a raninn^ et nou8 avouB eu une lueur de bien, 
jusqu' a present. Que Dieu nous donne une nuit calme ; 
aiors nous pourrons esperer d' ^viter le malheur qui nous 
menace. L' Empereur reconnoissoit tout le monde, 
sourioit avec bonttS a chacun, avoit m6me parll d' une 
Toix assez forte a 1' Imperatrice qui ne le quitte paa. 
Graces a Dieu, sea forces se eoutiennent bien. Je ne 
saurais tous dire dans quelle consternation nous nous 
trouvons toua ici ; je me figure ce qui en est chez tous. 
Les calmants qu' on m' a fait prendre m' ont remis un 
peu, pour pouvoir continuer les soins necessairea prcs de 
mon malade. Que Dieu exauce mes prieres, et nous 
conserve lea joura de notre bien aime Monarque. 

Je desire pouvoir voua douner de meilleures nouvelles 
par le Courier de demain." 



Le 2(j November, k 4 hrs. du soir. 

" La Lueur du mieux d' liier, de la sant^ de 1' Empereur 
a passe comme un nuage. Vers le soir la fievre a 
redouble de maniero qu'a plusieura reprises il a manque 
de mourir. Cette nuit dernifcre a et^ terrible, la matinee 
d'aujourd'hui a ^te aussi mauvaise, vers midi il a 
commence a reprendre des forces, et se soutient jusqu' a 



ce moment. J' attends la nuit avee uue frayeur 
inexprimable. Dieu donne qu' il ait assez de forces pour 
la supporter, parceque le danger est bien grand. Je suis 
si fatigu^ que je me trouTe oblig^ de me coucher dans ce 
moment afin de pouvoir veiller encore la nuit procliaine. 
La pauvre Impiiratrice ne quitte presque paa le lit de 
r Emperenr, je crains aussi beaucoup pour elle, surtout 
si le malheur arrive que nous perdions^l' Empereur." 



■■ 19 Novembre. 
1 Deuembre- 

" C en est fait ! le coup fatal nous"a frappi5s ce matin 
a 10 heures 50 minutes. L' Empereur Alexandre a cess^ 
de Tivre apr^s une agonie de 11 heures de suite. 
L' Imp^ratrice ne 1' a pas quitte un seul instant, c' est elle 
qui lui a ferme les yeux et la Boucbe. Que Dieu lui 
donne des forces pour soutenir ce malbeur inoui ! 
Quant a moi je suis extenu^ de fatigues du Corps et de 
r Ame. Je suis inconsolable de la perte que je viens de 
faire! Outre qu'il etoit mon Souverain, II ^toit encore, 
j'ose le dire, un Ami qui pour moi n'est plus a 
remplager," 



Lettkes 1 



l'Iupbuatkhjb Elizabeth a 
i'ete!;sbuiig. 



l'Ijiperatbicb Mehe i 
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TAGAtROG, du 23 NoverabrG. 

"Cbere Maman je n'ai pas ete en utat de tous ^erire 
par la poste d'bier. Aujourd'hui, grace en soit rendue 
mille et mille fois a I'Etre Supreme il y a du mieux 
tres decide dans I'etat de 1' Empereur de cet Ange de 



ai 



I mo 



bienreillance au milieu de aes maux. Pour qui, aur 
qui, Dieu manifestrait il son infiQie misdricorde, si ce 
n' etait sur lui ? Ah ! Mon Dieu ! quels cruels moments 
j'ai passes! Et vous, cliere Maman, je me figure tos 
inquietudes, Vous recevrez le Bulletin ; vous avez vu a 
quoi nous en »5tions reduits hier, cette nuit encore ! 
Mais Wylie aujourd'hui dit lui mSme que 1' ^tat de 
noire cher malade est satisfaisant, il est faible a. I'excds, 
Chere Maman. je vous avoue que je n'ai pas ma t^te, et 
ne puis pas vous en dire davantage. Priez avec nous, 
avec 50 millions d' hommes, que Dieu daigne achever la 
garrison de notre bien-aim6 malade !" 



19 ou 20 Novembre, 1825. 

"J'ai tout perdu, I'ange n'est plus, il sourit mort a 
moi, comme il a fait vivant. II ne me reste que vous, 
Maman avec laquelle je souhaite venir pleurer et Itre 
presente a 1' enterrement. Je resterai aupres du mort, 
et le suivrai autaut que mes forces le permettront." 

Ce 19 NoTenibru, 

"Notre ange est au ciel et moi je suis vesUe sur la. 
terre pour le pleurer. Qui aurait cni que moi, faible 
malade, j' aurais pu lui survivre ! Chere Maman aimez 
moi, aimez moi, et priez pour moi, car je suis seulo dans 
i OB monde de douleur." 



Ce 21 Novembre. 

" Notre cher dtfont a repris son air de hienvBillaace, 




8011 aourire me proure qu' il est heureux, et qu' il voit dea 
choses plus belles qu' ici bas ; ma seule consolation dans 
cette perte irreparable est, que je ne lui survivrai pas 
longtems, j'ai I'espoir demer^unir bientfit iilui." . . . 



From Mb3. DISBROWE 

(To the Houourable Robert Kennedy,) 

(St. p.) 2^ December, 1825. 

Almost two mouths since you left us, and what 
changes have taken place, not only in the appearance of 
Nature, but in the state of men and things ; the good 
Emperor Alexander no more; what an unlooked for 
event! This very day, too, his birthday! the season of 
rewards and favours and gaiety now become a day of 
mourning. This day month he was still alive, but his 
danger was just beginning to be alarming. I am sure 
you must have been grieved when you heard of his 
death, here the blow was stunning. Strangers and 
natives seemed equally grieved, everyone thought they 
had lost a friend, and yet no one could at first believe 
euch an event possible, and seemed expecting still to 
hear it was not true, even the men could not refrain 
from tears. The consternation was general, and the 
whole place most mournful, but as quiet and calm as if 
no such event had taken place, and is so even now, when 
- in doubt and uncertainty as to when the new Emperor 
means to arrive. 

Our mutual acquaintances are as you left them, ex- 
cepting the Princesses Sophie and Aline Volkonsky, who 



' last week for Taganrog, to cheer the melanchb^^ 

of Prince Pierre. The gossips quiz the empreesement of 

Princess Sophie to join her husband, but I think she did 

quite right, and applaud her for it. At any rate she 

gives him the happiness of seeing his daughter. What 

an indefatigable woman she is. She sat up writing the 

whole night before her departure, and means to perform 

the journey in twelve days, of course travelling day and 

night. Her brother escorts them. His journey did not 

commence expeditiously, for his c:\rriage was two hours 

extracting itself from the court yard. It had been 

packed over night. Some wicked wight threw water 

over the patins (I do not know the English), and they 

froze to the ground, and they were obliged to have eighl 

horses to move the carriage. I have such an excellent 

bust of the Emperor for you. I was sure you would 

wish to have one. and it is a very good likeness indeed. 

Daw's engraving is to appear on the New Year. There 

is not a likeness of any sort, good, bad, or indiflFerent to 

be bought. They were all purchased during the first 

few days after the melancholy event. 

14 

no December. Long live the Emperor Nicholas ! ! 

Ignoramuses that we were to suppose that Constantine 
meant to govern us. We were fifteen days in this 
pleasing error. Every one took the oath of allegiance to 
him. All expected his arrival with impatience, but he 
will have nothing to do with the crown, and so to-day 
his brother is declared. What an extraordinary circum- 



Lord Strangford says this ought to be called the 
Imperial year: two Emperors of Brazil, two of Kuseia, 
CoDBtaiitiiie may say what he will ; but he certainly is an 
ex. He got into a great passion when told he was declared 
Emperor; asked if they thought him a man to be 
frightened into making a dechlration ; or that he did not 
willingly resign the crown, for himself and children, 
when he signed a document to that effect on hia marrying 
Princeaa Lowitz ! This resignation was formally drawn 
np and signed by the late Emperor Paul ; one copy 
deposited here with the Empress Mother and Council, and 
one at Moscow with the Senate and Metropolitan. 

In epite of this document he was proclaimed in hoth 
places as soon as the death of the Emperor Alexander 
was known, and all the troops and people took the oaths, 
and the Grand Duke Nioholas was the flrirt to swea* 
allegiance to him. What a waste of oaths ; luckily they 
are a natural production, and fresh ones may he had any 
day. What a pretty Empress we shall have! How well 
■he will do the honours ! The proclamations of the new 
Emperor are just published. 

Here I was interrupted by Messrs. Heckeren and Kiel- 
mansegge, and at their instigation took off my mourning 
to go and see the ceremonies at the Kasan Church and 
hear the Te Deum. I had got to the top of the stairs, 
when, lo and behold, appeared Sir Daniel Bayley, with a 
tremendously long face, to tell us not to stir, for one of 
the regiments has refused to take the oaths to Nicholas, 
bayonetted two of their officers and a general ; say that 
Constantino is shut up in Petersburg, and that they will 



have no other Emperor than him. They are now this 
very minute dmivn up in square, on the Place d'Isaac, 
hare loaded with ball, and Heaven knows what will 
follow. I am every moment expecting to hear firing. 

The Chevalier Garde took the oaths to Nicholas very 
quietly, and are assembling to quell this insubordination. 
The General is killed, but I believe the officers are only 
wounded. 

Our quay is as quiet as possible ; the people are crossing 
and reerossing the river ; sweeping the skaiting place is 
going on as usual. I can see no assemblies of curious 
folks on the other side of the river, not even near the Ad- 
miralty Bridge, which you know is exactly opposite the 
scene of action. Both John and Mr. Disbrowe are out, so 
I am in a fuss, as you may easily conceive. 

They do get up such reports here ; Ist, that the Empress 
Elizabeth is in the family way ; 2nd, that the Bank of 
England has stopped payment, and Lord Strangford (the 
Ambassador) is setting off immediately to support it. 

^3. I have been walking on the Quay. The revolt 
is in the same state ; frequent cheers are heard, but they 
will not receive the Emperor's aide de camps. It is said 
that even all the people declare forConetantiue.but indeed 
I think the Government has been mucb to blame for 
trifling so long with the people, trying to keep them in 
ignoranceof everything, and thus allowingthem to become 
suspicious. It is said thatGeneralMilaradovitch (Military 
Governor of the town) is wounded in the side. Troops 
are marching up from all sides to surround the rehels. 
ley hardly deserve that name, poor misguided people. 



They (the Imperials) have just fired among them. 
They will retreat down this way, moat likely, poor 
creatures ; how sorry I am there is bloodshed. 

There is a report that news arrived yesterday of the 
death of the Empress Elizabeth; but the old Empress 
lias not been told ; yet one cannot wish the report 
untrue. 

Half-past Nine. It was dreadful to hear the firing. 
Every round went to my heart. I do not know particu- 
lars for certain, except that at this moment all is quiet, 
and some say the mutineers have retreated across the 
river and dispersed. They were the Mocofsky Jlegiment, 
joined by a batallion of the Fin Kegiment. Do you 
remember our listening to their band at the Camp ? 
That polite of&cer who begged us to approach is now one 
of the rebels. His name is Titoff. More spectators than 
soldiers have been killed, about a hundred they say. 
There are no hopes of General Milaradoviteh and a 
wounded officer who was carried to Count Laval's. Both 
the bridges close to our house were guarded, and the 
principal firing was down the back line, and all commu- 
nication between this cut off. Every approach to the 
Place d'Isaac was prevented. 

I will write Jo-morrow if you are not tired. You are 
the only person I have to speak to. Lord Bloomfield 
writes to John that you had left Stockholm. The 
thermometer has changed from twelve below freezing to 
four above. 

no December. For fear exaggerated reports of what 
happened on Monday should reach you before the mes- 



Benger reaches England, I will send you a few lines to 
say we are all safe and well, and the town perfectly quiet. 
It was a most unhappy business, but as free from bad 
effects as such a thing could be. 

The poor soldiers seem to hare been entirely misled by 
their officers and soon returned to their duty. They 
have received a general pardon ; but of course a similar 
clemency could not he extended to those who conducted 
them and excited them to revolt, and a great many 
officers are arrested, I am told upwards of thirty. 

We are all in colours again during three days to cheer 
the accession of the Emperor Nicholas, and his charming 
Empress Alexandrine, daughter of the King of Prussia. 

I grieve that he had such a melancholy inauguration 
on Monday ; he waa very much affected, and the Empress 
wept the whole afternoon. It put an end to all re- 
joicings, no illuminations nor public ceremonies; how- 
ever, I trust that all is at an end and everything will go 
on quietly. I went out in a traineau for the first time 
to-day. The town presented a curious spectacle. The 
traces of the sad event on Monday were horrid, pools of 
blood on the snow, and spattered up against the houses ; 
the Senate House dreadfully battered. We shall never 
know how many lives were lost. The whole took place 
on the Place d'Isaac. Poor General Milaradovitch still 
lingers. He had escaped without a wound from forty- 
seven battles, but fell by the hand of an assassin at last. 
He was shot a bout portant. Only think how horrid. 
He was robbed of his watch and star as they carried him 

ne dying. 
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FaoM Mas. DISBEOWE. 

op 21 December, 1826. 

ST. i-BTKRSBTiRO, 2 January, 1826. 

This is the moat provoking thing possible. Here I 
have a budget of letters ready since last week, to go by a 
messenger, who was positively to have set off at least six 
days ago, but hia departure ia put off from day to day, 
and in the meantime my news is getting stale, and all 
my correspondents abusing innocent me, ao doubt. . . 
. . . . I am ready primed for Papa (a whole volume), 
Iiady Casaillis, Lady Albinia, Louisa George, besides 
others. And yet I must write by the post, just by way 
of announcing what you are to expect, for I swear I will 
not repeat a word of my already related news ; but what 
is worst of all is that the newspapers will be the first to 
tell you of all our events, and thus my interesting nar- 
rative will lose half its charms. 

We talk and think of nothing but the unhappy event 

14 
of Monday, the o/.- Each day adds new names to the 

list of conspirators, and almost every family trembles 
lest some members of its own may not be implicated. 
It is a most unfortunate business, and brings great 
distress into the nation. 

The Emperor Nicholas has a melancholy commence- 
ment to liis reign, but he has also a fine opportunity of 
showing his talents, and considers himself happy in being 
the instrument of bringing the deep laid conspiracy to 
light, and of saving his country from all the horrors that 
would have ensued had a discovery been delayed. Papa 
will be very sorry to hear that the Lavals are brought 



eir son-in-law, Prince ' 
being one of the leading men in this aflFair. After the 
events of Monday he went to Count Lebzeltem, and 
without giving him the least suspicion of his connection 
with the revolt, asked leave to pass the night in his 
bouse, under pretext that Count Laval's was all in con- 
fusion in consequence of some soldiers having taken 
refuge in it. This was placing Count Lebzeltem in & 
most unpleasant situation, being a foreign Minister, and 
brother-in-law of the Prince, You may judge of his 
feelings when he was called up in the night and told that 
an officer was come to arrest his brother. Of course he 
could make no opposition, and Prince Troubetskoy has 
made the most important revelations. It is a frightful 
^business, and though all is quiet for the present, many 
nilies are in the deepest distress, and there is still 
lause for alarm. You may easily imagine how much 
xjiety is affected by it, as of course not only the guilty, 
liut their innocent connections and relations must suffer 

Ibyit. 

The soldiers were told to cry Constantine and Consti- 

atiaze, or some such Russian word for constitution. 

tey asked the meaning of this, and were told, " Oh, it's 

; name of Constantino's vrife." This sounds like a good 

'fltory ; but from all one hears of the deception practised 

upon the soldiers' simplicity, it is not at all impossible or 

improbable that this really happened. Some of the traits 

3 soldiers are quite aifecting, and it has been so clearly 

"oved that it was only by deceiving them that they 

irere induced to revolt, and that they all evinced the 



deepest sorrow and repentance, as soon as they perceired 

the real state of things, and that Constantine's name was 

only a pretext to their own views that all have been 

pardoned. 

I long to hear how you spent your Christmas. Mine 

is yet to come, but I do not expect a merry one. To try 

to be amused I have invited myself to two children's 

parties on Chi'istmas Eve, one at Mme. Ludolf e, which, ■ 

by-the-bye, begins with a meagre dinner, and the other 

at Mme. de Gise's. They are to have a tree lighted up 

in the German way 

23 December, 1825. m • + i ♦ + 

4 January, 1826. Charming to have two years at a 

time. 

FaoM rfiiKCESs ALINE V0LK0K8KT. 
To Mus. DISBROWE. 

Taganrog, c8 21 Decenibre, 1825. 
Nous avons atteint le but de notre voyage le 16, c'est 
a dire apr^e onze jours de route. J'espt;re bien que nous 
ne sommes pas destinees, maman et moi, a voir encore 
beaucoup de voyages pareils, car je trouve que I'hiver est 
partout une eaison de deuil, m^me quand on a quittee le 
Nord, et malheurensement pour nous, il semblerait que 
nous avons amen^ avec nous les frimats du 60 degr^ au 
47me, Depiua plusieurs jours, nous avons dee gelees sou- 
tenues ; aujourd'hui mfime nous nous trouvous dejii a 15 
degr^s , j'espere au moins que c'est le nee plus ultra de 
noa calamites et que nous serons moins maltraitecs par la 
suite. Je le desire bien pour la sante de notre pauvre 



Imperairice, qui a besoin d'un climat doux. Vous sup" 
posez toua a Petersbourg qu'elle est pressL^e de quitter 
son funeste sejour d'ici ; une autre effectivement redou- 
teroit peutfitre les tristes souvenirs attachiis h cette ville, 
raais elle, qui ne vit que pour sa douleur, mais pour une 
douleur resignee et energique, elle trouve un certain 
charme a envieager les objects qui lui rappellent I'Em- 
pereur et les endroits qui Tent poesedi' en dernier lieu. 
Son medecin trouve aussi qui avec le froid qu'il fait, et 
les vents terribles des steppes, toujours dechaines dans 
un pays, ou on ne trouve paa un seul arbre, il seroit 
dangereux, pour sa sante de se mettre en route malgriS 
toutes ces rigeurs de temperature. Pour le moment 
nous voici done fixes ici, jusqu'a ce qu'un air plus 
toli^rable nous rendo la liberte de bouger. Je me 
trouve iii5amoina ici beaucoup plus en serenite qu'a 
P(5tersbourg, satisfaite de co^ur, rassurle un peu sur la 
tristease profonde de mon pere, que j'ai trouvi5 bien 
change, mais uotrc presence parvient pourtant a le de- 
toumer parfois de ses tristes pensecs, ainsi que lea 
affaires qu'il a a mener ; des occupations bien penibles 
pour la plupavt concernant les bonneurs funurairea du 
Souverain que nous pleurona, mais il tient a arranger 
tout lui meme, pour ^tre aur ainsi, que tout ce qu'il est 
possible de faire aera fait et aussi bien fait que cet 
endroit le permet. Le 26 nous verrous partir d'ici le 
oonvoi qui emportera le precieux depot que nous con- 
servons a pri^sent dans I'l'glise d'un convent grec, Je 
ne puis penser sans frcmir a cette derni^re separation 
ur rimpt^ratrice, et je vols aussi, d'avance, lo cruel 



^tat dans lequel se trouvera alors mon pauvre p^re. Le 
petit buste, que nous lui avons apporte, pareil a celui 
que vous devez reccvoir de Mr. Ol^nia, lui a fait bien 
plaisir. Nous avons aussi le portrait de rEmpcreur par 
Isabcy. La marehe funfcbre de notre excellent Prince 
doit durer au moins 01 jours; o'est aussi une triste 
perspective jiour Petersbourg, atte longue attente, jesqu'a 
la fin de Eevrier ! Mais parvenue a ma 4™°' page, je vols, 
ma cliero Madame Disbrowo, que je vous ai entretenue 
que trop longtemps de nos tristes Amotions ; je me re- 
proche presque de n' avoir pas su m'arrfiter plus tfit, pour 
vous epargner une pi^nible lecture ; c'est mal a mot 
d'etre si peu avisee, et surtout avec une personne que 
j'aime, et dont je voudrois bien voir tonjours toute idc^'e 
sombi-e, eloignee ; mais d'ua autre c6teje vous ai promis 
de vous ecrire, et alors je ne vois pas trop comment je 
pourrais le faire avec vous d'une maniere moins triste, 
aprcs m'etre habituee deja a vous parler avec I'abandon 
que ma eonfianee dana votre amitie reclame. Ne rejetez 
point, je vous prie, ma justification et recevez encore 
I'expression rciteree du constant souvenir que je vous 
porte. 

Bien des clioses aimables de toutcs les deux. 

Fbom Mas. DISBEOWE. 

St. Pbtkrsbueg, ,_ January, 1826. 
Either I bave omitted your name on my list, dear 
Jane, or I have not written to you for an age. 

I know how anxious you all are fo hear regularly 



from U8. Eveiy time I meet Lady Strangford she always 
tells me bow much Lord Strangford likes our Johnny. 
He was particularly pleased with a pretty little atten- 
tion of his in going to dine with him the other day. 
when Sir Alexander Malet and Mr. "VVilmot dined with 
us. John conjectured right in supposing that his Lord- 
ship never likes to be left without some of his suite. . . 
But I must not dilate upon subjects, for my eyes are so 
weak that I ought not to write even facts. Dr. Walker 
attributes the ailment to the climate and snow, which 
puts me in despair, as it gives little hopes of a speedy 
cure. 

I have not seen Lord Strangford since his mother's 
recommendations have arrived; and Lady Strangford 
says she must not tell me of them, as he means to do so 
himself, only she says " Tou certainly are related." I 

say " I am flattered and charmed." 

There is something so odd about Lady Strangford, the 
most overwhelming politeness, and certainly great kind- 
ness of heart, hut then she will analyse everybody, and 
I hate to be troubled with a why and wherefore for 
everything, and when I like a person do not care what 
for in particular, and I cannot characterize all my 

friends and acquaintances as she does Xn 

short I lilfe him and like her and then you 

know as much as I do. The children are beautiful, very 
clever, but rather unruly. Miss Browne is a gentle, 

pretty girl of thirteen The baby grows apace. 

Lady Strangford makes an excellent nurse, and I rejoice 
; not suffered by some little imprudent trials of this 



severe climate. She has got her female suite in order, 
and seems the first person that ever was pleased with 
Bussian attendants. They have been sadly imposed 
upon about the house, but I hope things are getting 
straight, and that they may soon be able to move. Mr. 
Disbrowe delights in Lord Strangford, and they seem to 
suit extremely well 

Poor darling Papa ! it makes me ■wretched to think of 
all he has suffered and now he cannot be with you. I 
heard of him so late as the third of January ; still at 

Copenhagen, still far from well The 

suspense must have been dreadful to you 

I went to Mme. de la Perronaya's last night. They 
try by every means to enliven the dullness of Petersburg 
and the diplomatic meetings. We all look so dismal in 
our black cloth gowns, high with falling collars hemmed 
in white, according to our rank, weepers of the same 
width, black caps, and lEist night we rehearsed the Points 
OT Schneps, a pointed black band across the forehead, 
hiding almost all the hair ; it should be quite hid, but 
modern coquetry steals out a curl or two 

To-morrow there is to be a very extraordinary cere- 
mony, and certainly very unseasonable : " The blessing 
of the waters." The whole court in general attends, but 
I suppose this year the ladies will not appear. The 
Emperor must, and all his attendants and priests, 
without hats, fifteen degrees below freezing point, 
imaginez, in the open air on the river. A hole is cut in 
the ice, and formerly the devout used te plunge into the 
water and bring their children to be dipped. It has 



nappened that the shivering priests let the unfortunate 

little creatures slip through their icy fingers vmder the 
ice. " Maia quel bonheur I'enfaut alloit tout droit aa 
paradis" was the consoling reflection for the super- 
stitious. 

I hope my long letter to Papa, sent by the French 
25th December, ■ 



messenger on the 



6th January, 



' has reached you, with 



the papers, etc. It will furnish you with all the parti- 
culars of the Emperor's death, and of the events that 
followed. Take earo of the papers for me, as I have no 
copies. The body is not expected till the end of Feb- 
ruary. It moves fifty versts per day, and will be sixty- 
one days en route. Two aidecamps must always stand 
on the car, by the side of the cofBn. They relieve guard, 
of course, but it must be cold work. 

The sentence on the conspirators is not yet passed, but 
it is expected next week. It is supposed that a few will 
be shot, although there is no existing law to condemn 
them to death ; others to be branded, their ears and 
noses slit, and sent to Siberia. How horrid. 

The wife of one is a charming young woman, just 
going to be confined of her fijrst child. She came from 
Moscow to spend the New Tear, with her husband, not 
knowing that he was arrested, or anything of 
what had happened. Her only brother, her husband 
and brother-in-law, are implicated, and her mother is 
lying paralysed in mind and body ; what a complication 
of misery. It is said that a standard for the conspi- 
rators was found in Mme. Laval's wardrobe, worked by 



her own liand. Alas, there are many unhappy, wretched 

people here now, and this conspiracy will long be deeply 

felt. The mad folly of some of the younger members 

14 
produced the revolt of the a^, and thus discovered the 

whole extent of the mischief, which time would have 
ripened into the most dreadful power. Providentially it 
hurst out sooner than they intended, and thus the 
empire has heen spared perhaps from a complete over- 
throw, and certainly from civil war. 



From Mr. JOHN KENNEDY. 
(Extract.) (St. P.) Mercredi, matin ce A Janvier, 1826. 

Le Courier de ce matin m'a apport^ une longue at 
delicieuse lettre de Maman et je ne manquerai pas d'y 
rupondre au plustflt. Elle me demande tous les details 
sur les evenements et je vous envoie deux numeros de la 
gazette de la ville qui en contienment d'assez interessants 
quoique vous les auriez dcja. vous. Rien ne s'est passe 
depuis, on parle d'cmeutes dans I'armee sous le G^n^ral 
Germeleff au Mont Caucase mais ce n'est encore qu'un 
bruit sourd et probahlement sans fondement. Ou sup- 
pose aussi que la punition des plus coupables aura bient6t 
lieu, qu'ils seront marqui5s avec des fers au visage, et 
envoyes ensuite aus Mines de Siberie : pent etre qu'on 
leur arrachera I'os qui partage les narrines, ces punitions 
aussi degontantes que cruelles font yraiment fr^mir. 
L'article du journal d'aujourd'hui est probahlement 
pour preparer les esprits a quelqu' exemple terrible et du 



a la justice. La ville continue toujoura triste les B/uesea ' 
nesortent que peu, et le deuil est tout ce qu'il y a tie plus 
lugubre, les voitures sont convertes de drap noir, les 
damea portent dea pleureuses de granda voiles a la eour, 
etc. Nous nous raseemblous senlement chez Mme. la 
Ferronay's et Madame Ludolf et alors ce n'est que le. 
corps diplomatique. Nos amusements sont peu varies et 
il faut tou8 les talents de la jolie et spirituelle Pauline la 
Perronays pour convoquer I'assembk^e. Elle nous promet 
quelque chose pour Jendi, nous ne pouvons trop faire 
sans donner offense ainsi 11 m'est impossible de dt?viner 
quel sera le passe Tems. 

Ce matin a 10 heures est la beni::diction ne la Neva une 
ceremonie religieuse en commemoration du baptcme de 
notre Sauveur si j'ai le tems d'y aller je vous en ecrirai 
les details. 

Mercredi soir. Ma chhre Jane. Nous avona vu la fSte 
de ce matin sans y assister. Elle est plutfit curieuae 
qu'imposante I'Empereur le Grand Due Michel le Prince 
Guillaume de Prusse y Staient tCtes di^couvei-tes, sans 
manteaux tandis qu'il j avait 11 degres de Reaumur de 
fpoid .Les pauvres officiers paroissent beaucoup souffm. 
II n'y a rien de plus calme qu'une foule Russe ni cris ni 
empressement. On a b^ni les drapeaux et voilii tout. 
Le teste du jour ne m'a fourni aucunes nouvelles. On 
croit que rarticle de la Gazette du , - est pour preparer 
les habitants a voir fusilier leurs compatriots au nombre 
de 5 ou 6 a la fin de la semaine. 

n est deja minuit et quart ainsl au revoir. 



MEMORANDUM. 

UONSPIBACT OF 1836. 

Jaiiuaiy n^, 1826, 

"We are still on a volcano here, and the question is far 
from being set at rest. The causes of the evil lie too 
■deep to be settled by a handful of inexperienced officers 
on one side, or by the death (however merited) of a few 
of them on the other. It is not the work of a few obscure 
individuals. It is a contest for power between the crown 
and the nobility in a nation in which a third class does 
not exist. 

To understand the true state of the empire we must go 
back to Peter Ist. He subdued a nobility who had pre- 
viously domineered over the crown, by firmness, and 
terrified them by his cruelties. Catherine II. managed 
them with consummate skill, and terrified whilst she 
overawed them. Paul was their victim. In the name 
of Alexander they expected to have reigned. Though 
young ho escaped from them, and by great exertions and 
attention to business was at one period master of his 
empire. Circumstances, however, made him the great 
man he subsequently became. Imbued with liberal 
principles himself, the germ of which was sown in his 
mind by La Harpe, he wished in 1814 to prepare his own 

L empire for receiving those seeds by sowing them in 
Poland. Many of his officers, vain at the success of the 
E.UBsian arms, and thinking they were seconding their 
Imperial Master's views and flattering his prejudices, 
more or less openly professed themselves amateurs of 
constitutional establishments. Amongst this class are to 



1)6 found the principal nobility and those most eminenf" " 
for rank, talent, and opulence. To these revolutionary 
principles, and to a previously formed party among the 
nobility, descendants of those who before the time of 
Peter 1st bad ruled Eussia in ruling its Sovereign, — 
Alexander gave consistency by lending hia name. 
Frightened at the abysa which he thus prepared for 
himself, he changed his views to the destruction of a 
party to which he had himself given the strength and 
force to resist him — he resolved to humble — he succeeded 
in irritating. He would have formed a third class out of 
the crown peasantry and merchants. He established 
guilds or distinctive classes of merchants, in the first of 
which nobility were allowed to enter, and to which class 
the rights and distinctions of nobility were granted. He 
continued more strictly and extended to a longer period 
the time during which all persons entering the military 
service remained in the rank of corporal. He increased 
the taxes on the landowners ; he lent money on mortgage 
to a spendthrift nobility. The Government ia said to 
have encouraged underhand the emigration and excesses 
of the peasantry for the purpose of ruining the nobles. 
It certainly took no effectual means to repress them, 
either by marching troops or otherwise. He then in- 
creased the mortgage by adding to the principal the 
interest they could not discharge, and is said, under the 
name of Government, the Lombard and other institutions 
imder his own control to have possessed a tenth lo of the 
landed property. This estimate will include the portions 
closed. 



In acting thus he has, without calling despotiam to Mb 
aid, sensibly diminished the power of the nobility, but by 
pushing the point too far has rendered some of them the 
fit tools of any desperate undertaking. 

A general discontent has prevailed in the interior 
among the peasantry (for four or five years), oppressed 
by new local restrictions on their trade, their prejudices 
ehocked by cutting their beards and other absurd regula- 
tions for establishing military colonies, and an attempt 
to incorporate the civil and military character — has given 
matter enough for the discontented to work on, and it 
was evident (indeed Alexander knew it) that the period 
of an explosion was fast approaching. The accession of 
Nicolas caused, most fortunately, that explosion to take 
place prematurely. 

A haughty nobility could ill brook the sway of the 
administration which Alexander had formed, whilst an 
increasing indolence— preserving, however, the outward 
form of attention to business — prevented him from seeing 
as plainly the real state of his empire as his peculiar 
situation required. 

They — the nobility — complained of the influence of 
foreigners, — that a German commissary was Minister of 
Finance ; that foreign affairs were entrusted to a Greek 
and the descendant of a Livonian born on board a British 
ship in the Tagus; a Livonian Baron Ambassador in 
London ; a Corsican adventurer at Paris ; a Finn at 
Berlin; and many miror appointments. An English- 
man in command on the Black Sea, a German on the 
Baltic, whilst his brother was Minister of Marine. An 



fliM Gtevernor-Grena-al at Riga, a Wurtemberg here, a 
Wittgenstein and a Tartar in command of the First and 
Second Army, eta To this flame the uninterrupted 
communication by traveUiog Russians with the Car- 
bonari of Italy and France served as a continual aliment. 

The first explosion took place here. That it was not a 
local discontent, the affair of the Government of Kiew, 
the arrests at Tabzein, the troubles near the Caucasus, 
the dread of the line of conduct to be adopted by Yermo- 
low, plainly evinced. 

The officers misled, but failed in seducing the troops. 
The soldiers, irritated at the deception passed ou them, 
and soothed and flattered by their Imperial Master, will 
most probably in the approaching conflict, side with him. 
Nicolas might have punished the mutinous officers with 
death, and might, perhaps, by yielding something to 
their views, have conciliated the great families, and have 
governed peaceably. He might also have been ultimately 
enslaved by them, wisely or not I do not pretend to 
determine, lie has shown them the bayonet, and by the 
bayonet he must in future govern them. Individuals 
belonging to 150 different noble families are under arrest, 
and the suspense in which every person is kept by the 
silence maintained as to their future fate, acting on the 
hopes and fears of so numerous a class, renders the situ- 
ation of the empire more critical every day. 

I have said that by the bayonet he must in future 
govern, but of course this power must have its limits ; how 
to define those limits is difficult. With the nobility he is 

I state of open warfare. He relics, for reason given 



aSove, on his troops, on his soldiers. A prompt and. 
exemplary puaishment would have subdued the officers. 
It has been delayed too long, and we must bear in mind 
that the officers of that army are the nobility, and if the 
contest goes on, a standing army may become a corps of 
Strelitz, 

The affair of the Tschemigow Regiment in the Go- 
vernment of Eiew would have been much more formid- 
able, had its chief leaders not been previously arrested. 
Col. Moravicw Apostel, who commanded the rebels, 
proclaimed Constantine, the same as they did here the 
14th, hut, once out of the town, he threw off the mask, 
and declared the Sclavonian Repuhlick. He was joined 
by peasants to whom he promised liberty, and made a 
considerable resistance, hut, of course, unsupported, he 
could but fall. I have divided the question into plot 
and conspiracy. Plot, the act of a few to make a revo- 
lution that something good, perhaps, might grow out of 
evil. By conspiracy I mean to designate that union of 
the nobility and others to effect an alteration in the 
Government and adapt the laws to present times, or 
rather to their own ideas — many entertaining the wish 
rather than the hope of effecting it, and undetermined 
as to the period of execution, dispersed throughout the 
empire, and having no very definite bond of union. 

The object of those in the South — I believe I rather 
hazard the statement in making it yet — was a limited 
monarchy, limited by such restraints as these army 
gentlemen should think fit to propose ; that of Kiew, 
republicanism ; that of the North, or Petersburg, the 



destniotion of the Imperial family and of all Govern- 
ment, in order to establish one in their own fashion. It 
was led and organised, I hardly need say, by inespe- 
rieneed, hot-headed young men, without principle, and 
without common sense to guide them, and failed. 

I have just read a very able article in the " Journal 
des Dilbate," reasoning on what has taken place here. 
(It is to be found under date of the 13th, 14th, and I5tli 
January), The necessity that existed for Constantino to 
accept the crown and then abdicate was fully felt by 
every one but Constaatine. His conduct was extraordi- 
nary, but consistent. He was requested to accept, even 
if he determined to abdicate. Ho ausVFcred (the letter 
was addressed to the President of tho Council) by a flat 
refusal ; that if they chose to proclaim him in spite of 
his renunciation, and found themselves in trouble in 
consequence, the fault was theirs, and all the inconve- 
nience likely to result they might answer for ; that he 
never changed his determination when once taken. 
*' Ton ame vile et basse ne pent pas concevoir qu'on 
renoncc, etc." 

The Grand Duke Michel, on hie return to Warsaw, 
never got further than the Peipus See, at Nenals. Ha 
there received orders from Constantine to proceed no 
further with any mission with which he might be 



Le mot de renigme is to be found in the ruling 

passion of Constantine's mind, " obstinacy." The reasons 

which induced him to abdicate are lost sight of. He 

lid the word, and having done so, he would see Russia 



deiug«d in blood, all his partisans, if he has any, a fact I 
question — hanged, drawn and quartered — he will not 
change- 
One law is entirely overlooked in the article of the 
"Journal des Dt^bats," which materially changes the 
state of the qiiestion — the Law of Peter 1st — made for a 
particular purpose, but invariably acted on since, by 
which the reigning Emperor appoints his successor. 
Alexander appointed Nicolas. The oath is usually taken 
to the successor, who is called Czarovitch Grand Duke — 
a title given, conventionally to Constantine, but without 
reason, as he never was sworn to as heir to the throne 
any more than Nicolas, and this created a case of difB.- 
cnlty in itself. But observe the two proclamations — All 
Hussians are called on to swear fealty to the Emperor 
Constantine and the heir whom he shall appoint. Se- 
condly to Nicolas and the Grand Duke Alexander, the 
Bon of Nicolas, as heir and successor. They have also 
forgotten to notice the fact that the Princess of Lowitz 
is a Catholic, which must for ever exclude her and her 
offspring from the throne. 

Before I conclude with one word on poor Alexander 
the 1st, who has done more for Kussia than any three 
Sovereigns she ever possessed, I will call to your 
memory the character given of him in 1806, after 
Austerlitz, a character of pusillanimity in the hour of 
danger, a want of proper confidence in himself and in 
his own and his empire's resources. This opinion of him 
had its weight up to 1812. And at the epoch of the 
i'rench invasion, the dread of his not proving himself 






up to the mark in that momentous crisis induced those 
about him to prevent him from joining the army, until 
the retreat fi'ora Moscow liad, in fact, decided the ques- 
tion. We know that in success he showed himself 
valiant, magnanimous, and moderate. 

I fear, however, the details of his last illness, and I 
believe I have seen them all, will show that he died at 
the moment when liis admirers would most have desired 
it. He knew of the conspiracy for a long period, he 
received at Taganrog accounts which showed that the 
period of explosion was approaching, and designated 
some of the leaders, whose arrest he ordered, dreading, 
however, the approach of that crisis, incapable of 
meeting the storm with the necessary vigour. He died 
as much of a broken spirit as of any disease with which 
he was attacked, and this is my full conviction. 

The Emperor Nicolas has shown during these trials a 
spirit becoming his high situation, but he is without 
experience, influenced by his mother, and guided by 
those around him. If he carries his empire through this 
storm he is really a great man. He has a good hard- 
Leaded fighting second in the Grand Duke Michael, 



From Mrs, DISBROWK 

St. Petbb8BURGH, „„ January, 1826. 

Upon the maxim that a few lines are better than none, 
I now proceed, for literally I have only a quai-ter of an 
hour given me. 

Fhen one thinks of the present state of Russia, or 



rather of the prohable future, it is enough to make one's 
heart ache. These disturbances near Kief have been 
dreadful. The soldiers committed frightful excesses, 
just siich as would have been practised had the affair of 
the 14th either succeeded then or have been deferred 
till the plot was riper. It was one of the plans to give 
the soldiers three days' pillage of St. Petershurgh. 
Judge how horrible. Indeed, we cannot he too thankful 
for our providential escape. Individuals of most of the 
first families and talents of the country are engaged in 
the conspiracy, not exactly that of the 14th, but to 
establish a free constitution in this empire. Govern- 
ment has the upper hand now, but God only knows how 
long they may be able to sustain it. But I shall 
frighten you if I go on in this strain. Ton shall have 
every particular by our first messenger, who, no doubt, 
will start soon. This is a French courier that I am 

writing by From the state of the 

Elbe, I fear there will be great retardment in our posts. 
One missed last Friday ; so it is some time since I have 
heard from you. Adieu, adieu ; bless you all. 
Your very affectionate 

A. D. 



From Mits. DISBROWE. 



St. Petersburg, „. January, 1826. 

My very bear Papa. — To say that I am grieved at 
this long illness and all your difliculties comes far short 
of what I really feel. ... I cannot help writing to 



y oi 
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, tho' I am quite undecided to what point my 
letter should he directed. Your last to John mentions 

our intention of setting off on the 9th, now if we are 
judge by the delay of our two last English posts, and 

le news of the state of the Elbe, I fear you hare 
encountered more delays, and yet I suppose the same 
reason that prevents your leaving Copenhagen mil also 
apply to my letter reaching you, so here I am at a stand- 
still again about my direction, and will leave to chance 
to decide. 

Such a budget of news and letters yoa will find from 
quarter of the world, enough to furnish you with 

lading for a month. Many interesting events have 
taken place since you left us, nothing certainly of a 
pleasing nature ; you remember us gay and gadding, 
now we are dismal and stationary, and even our last 
resource, sociability among the Corps Diplomatique, is 
wonderfully diminished by the dreadful illness of poor 
Eleanor Middleton, which of course keeps her family 
away from our meetings, and gives us all most sincere 
regret. . . . 

I wish you could see the scene before our windows, 
they are preparing the course for the trotting matches. 
A stand is erected directly opposite to our house, and the 
whole line is railed in by a double row of palings ; it 
seems hardly worth while to make such solid prepara- 
tions for an amusement on ice, and which only lasts a 
few weeks, it will enliven our Quay very much. A 
quantity of snow has fallen, and now the imconscionable 

ilks wish for less, and at first there were constant 



complaints of the want of it. I have only heen onn© 
en ti'iiineau, and that was on the stones literally. I am 
going to try again, and must therefore hid you adieu. 
Kisses to hahies, and love to the rest. 

Your very affectionate daughter, 
A. D. 



Fjiom Mrs. DISBLtOWE. 

St. Fetbrsduhgh, „g Jauuaiy, 1826. 

I daresay you are all scolding me for laziness, and you 
are quite right in so doing, I own the soft imputation. 
. . . However, what can you care ahout me now, 
Papa must just he arrived, and of course drives every 
one else out of your head, and delighted am I that there 
should be ■ such a good reason for my being forgotten. 
He left Copenhagen on the lltb, according to his own 
letter, on the 10th selon Baron Nicolai ; I therefore 
calculate that to-day he is unpacking in London, and 
that nest week you positively will have him. 

!e, dear Margaret, how well I get on. . . . 



19 . 
31 ' 



This day I have done nothing, and it is now near five. 
The present state of the streets is sometliing estra- 
ordinary. We have had heavy falls of snow and no 
frost, so that literally it is like driWng through ploughed 
fields, and some of the whisks one gets are awesome. 
It is not the fashion to make traineau parties here, and 
actually there are no national amuscmenas for the 
higher classes, which is I think very stupid; the people 
are to have their ice mountains, hut as yet I have not 




aeen one. Hafl Papa been here, I am sure I should 
have had some expedition, but Sposo. you kuow, has no 
taste for adventures. Tell Papa that I even have not 
yet been to the Gastenor d' Vor, tho' John promises to 
be my escort there. . . . 

"We have a great importation of foreign princes just 
now, but they do not improve our gaiety. Prince of 
Orange, ^Yilliam of Prussia, Archduke Perdinard of 
Austria, and our old friend Prince Paul of Mecklenburg 
Schwerin. I should so like to see him, but fear there is 
little chance, his rank is not sufficient for the Foreign 
Minister to be formally presented to him, and I do not 
know how I can meet him now there is no society going 
on. Prince Paul is grandson to the Dowager Empress. 

I long to hear of the arrival of the Bust, it went by a 
messenger on qq i^™inihpp directed to General Taylor. 
. . . General Dornberg is as usual, only suflFering 
from the universal complaint amongst the foreigners, 
wishing to get away. Sposo has it in the highest 

I" From Mks. DISBROWE. 

Is it possible that I have not written to you, dear 
Prances, since November? . . . There are great 
hopes now of poor Eleanor Middleton's recovery. . 
. . IIow I do long to hear of dear daddy's arrival, 
and what you think of hiTn, and he of you, and whether 
Pets admire him as m.uch as they ought: what a 



rummas;ing there will be amongst hia trunks and 
oddities. Tell him that Madame Alopens has made me 
a present of a pair of Torjok shoes, that far surpass any 
we have yet seen, and I am sure would make him swear 
with jealousy, and they have the advantage of being 
perfectly useless, but that is of no consequence with 
curiosities. There has been also a great importation of 
Kazan bracelets, but alaa ! we are too poor to buy them, 
Government does not pay Sposo. . . . which worries 
him extremely, and adds much to his desire of quitting 
this place, he feels that he is holding a situation which 
he does not like, which is not suited to him, whilst his 
own private affairs are suffering by his absence. He 
likes Lord Strangford amaaingly, and says he is the 
pleasantest person to deal with that he ever met. John, 
too, delights in his Lordship, and is in high favour with 
him, he has had some sharp work lately, yesterday 
particularly, as Mr. "VVilmot was too rheumatic to help 
in business; besides John has had a long Russian 
pamphlet to translate which is to be sent to the F. O. 
as his work. It is quite surprising how well he 
flourishes off in Kuss, he seems never to be at a loss. 

Papa will be surprised to hearthat the next messenger 
who is to go to England after this one is Sir Alexander 
Malet, he expects to be off in three weeks, and promises 
faithfully to return, private business calls him home, 
and Lord Strangford has consented to employing him as 
Courier; he says he will go to Walton if he can. 

I am sorry to say our friends the Volkousky's are in 
great distress; Prince Serge, their young brother, is 






^ly implicated ia the conspiracy, it is said he is a 
remarkalily fine clever young man, married about a 
year ago to General Riefsky's daughter. What an 
affietion for all the family, especially as the mother is so 
high at court, and so immediately about the person of the 
.press. Poor woman, she thought it utterly impossible 
any of her children to be disloyal, and has been loud 

d severe in her denunciations against the conspirators. 
Prince Serge had nothing to do with the affair of the 
lith here. The planners of that had hoped by it to aid 

le general revolution that was in contemplation, but 

tunately they had not time to procure co-operation 
with the other body of the conspirators, who were 
chiefly in the army of Wittgenstein, in the neighbourhood 
of Kief, where disturbances have since taken place. 

Poor Russia is in a most critical state, and the 
Emperor will have a most difficult task to guide the 
helm amidst all the troubles that threaten his Empire. 
Discontent and the seeds of rebellion are deeply 
seminated throughout the realm ; he may smother the 
fire, but I fear he' will not be able to extinguish it. The 
Emperor Alexander would have been better able to 
have stemmed the storm, but the discovery of the 
conspiracy which was revealed to him in the beginning 
of his illness, broke his heart and his spirit, he had not 
courage to face the danger that menaced him, he refused 
ithe succour of art until it was too late, and weakly 
a malady to gain strength which in its early 
;es was so trifling "an old woman might have cured 
as Sir James Wylie affirms. Alexander wished to 




die to escape J conflict that was in preparation; it would 
have been more noble had he desired to live, and try to 
cure the growing evil. But let us not rake the ashea of 
the dead, he had many excellent qualities and did much 
good, let that redeem the weakness he evinced at last. 

An Englishman of the name of Sherborne found out 
the plot of Kief, and sent word of it to the Emperor 
Alexander; he is to be handsomely rewarded, and the 
word Paithful in Russ be added to his name. 

The snow is melting away, I hope the ice on the Neva 
will not walk off in a hurry, for the sake of the 
Bubatantial houses they are building on it. I cannot 
make out what they erect so many for, they surely must 
be too cold for either stables or dwellings ; the stand on 
the centre I can account for, but the cottages puzzle me. 
The trotting matches will begin in a few days, and make 
our Quay quite gay. The great blocks of ice that are 
prepared for filling the ice houses look beautiful, like 
Acqua Marina's, on a great scale, to be sure, but they 
are just as blue and clear. . . . 

Lord Strangford does make such delightful repartees ; 
he asked Count Lebzeltern whether the Emperor had 
talked politics to him the other day. "Pas un. mot, il ne 
m'a parle que du Prince Trouhetskoy" et "Voila ce 
qu'on appelle de la delicatesae ajoute the Comte Glaus 
Martiny" "Non Voila ce qu'on appelle choiair un 
Mauvais Sujet," said my Lord. Papa will be amused to 
see how well this hits all parties. Now good-night to all. 





From Mrs. DISBROWE. 



^■bead 



(Extract.) St. PETERgisuRG, A February, 1826. 

. . . To amuse us little children. Mesdames Iiudolf 
and La Ferroimaye have introduced lotteries at their 
parties, no paying, and many prizes, however, the bets 
are tremendous between them and my cards. I won a 
roast chicken from Mr. Pontcarrd, (see how my weakness 
is known) a cross, a monkey, a pocket-hook, an iron ring, 
and have lost a pocket-handkerchief, a bfell, and a purse, 
and must go to-day to buy them. Pauline La Ferronaye 
is the most determined little gambler, she bet and won 
an ounce of sugar-candy from Mr. de Ileckeren ; a propos 
tell Papa that probably this gentleman will be named 
Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary here, 
hitherto he has only been acting as Charge d'AlTaires. 
I suspect there will be several diplomatic changes not only 
lere but on your side of the water. I dare not mention 

imes, because other eyes than yours will most likely 
■liave a peep at this. I hope Sposo may have good luck 
enough to get a lift, this climate certainly does not agree 
■with him, and he is never quite right; he has written to 
quarters to ask for something, there is nothing like 

iking. 

The expected arrival of the Duke of "Wellington gives 
immense satisfaction here, the compliment is duly 
kppreciated; it is very curious that he should be the 
.y Russian Field Marshal, so of course he commands 
whole army, how it will puzzle him if they give in 

le returns in Russe. All sorts of honours are destined 




for him, he to be lodged by the Court, at the house where 
old Mr. GouriefF lived and died, on the Great Quay ; an 
officer and feld jiiger will be sent to meet him at the 
frontier, and what is best of all, a magnificent sable 
pelisse, or perhaps two, eaeh worth 6,000 roubles. I 
hope the Duchess will get at least a trimming on his 
return, I mean a fur one, for I believe she has had 
enough of other sorts from his Grace. A new Attach^ 
is also coming out, an Honourable Jerningham, Lord 
Stafford's son, (he was Sir George Jerningham) I wish I 
knew whether he is an eldest son, he would be a prize 
here. 

Think of the excess to which admiration of Mr. 
Cradock has carried the Parisian ladies, since his wound 
"eUea portent dea manches a la Cradock," to imitate his 
BUng. I suppose you know he has had a second duel 
■with the Duo de Guiche; I heard the Buchess had 
poisoned herself in consequence and was dying, but that 
was some time ago. 

Lady Strangford has been very unwell indeed, from 
having taken cold, but is again almost recovered. . . . 

Those were not Franks on Mr. Disbrowe's letters, 
merely directions, and I fear I have none of his to send 
you, they are not valuable unless they have gone through 
the Post OfBce. 

From Mrs. DISBROWE. 

(St. p.) 20 February, 1826. 

As idleness does not cure my eyes, I mean to try if 
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oceupaiion will, and write you a letter, dear Mama, it ib 

60 tiresome to pass one's days without doing anything. 
. . . We have just had a visit from Prince Sapieha, 
he is come here on business accompanied by a Mr. Wilson 
Patten (or vice versa) eon of the Colonel Wilson we 
knew at Naples. 

on Wednesday. My happiness at last of hearing of 
dear Papa's safe arrival is not to be expressed; the good 
news came on Monday, just as our dinner-party had 
assembled, and everyone participated in my joy. Lord 
and Lady Strangford, Count and Countess Maistre, and 
Mile. Ivanoff, General Count Alexis OrlolF, and Sir A. 
Malet, who knew Papa and often enquired about him, 
General Ijevaschoff, who has not the same satisfaction, 
and we all drank his health in champagne. 

Yesterday we duly celebrated darling Albinia's birth- 
day, and Madame Maistre received us in the evening in 
white, which of course was a great compliment, tho' we 
do not attach such superstition to black as the Russians. 
I should not have doffed my mourning had not she taken 
the lead, so anxious are they to get rid of the black that 
even the Emperor of Austria's ffite day was "un jour 
blanc." My white bombazine is the comfort of my life, 
and always ready, so much better than a muslin when one 
is obliged to take off the black cloth gowns. At Madame 
Ludolf s on Saturday, we, as usual, had a lottery, one of 
the prizes, twice the bulk of any other, was won by 
Madame Hoguer; after stripping it of at least half-a- 
dozen envelopes, she discovered a written request that 



whoeyer gained this lot would present it to "Madame 
Disbrowe." The old lady'e face lengthened considerably 
at tbiB "unreasonable request, and she looked bo unhappy 
that I, who had already won a very nice pocket-book, 
proposed an exchange of prizes; it was accepted, and I 
proceeded to unpack my new treasure, and in due time 
disoovered a very "tidy roast chicken," to the great 
merriment of the whole assembly, see what children we 
are. But what amuses us foreigners most, is the very 
nice distinction the Russians make about the proper 
observance of the present time of mourning ; they think 
it indecent to come to oui- houses, to permit either music 
or dancing, but amongst themselviffl they contrive to 
meet and amuse themselves vastly, we hear of large soirees, 
tho' they do not exactly call them by that name. . . . 



St, Petbrsdukg, 



5 March, 
21 February, 



My deau Papa,- — I have such a quantity to say to 
you, and it all comes together, so that I have hardly time 
to put down anything tidily. 

On Saturday we went to a great examination at St, 

L Catherine's, much the same thing as we saw at the 
Convent, only the girls were not so numerous nor so 
pretty (only fancy), and wore red sashes instead of white 
ones. They did not answer so well as our friends, and I 
recollected many of the identical questions we heard put, so 
it shows they learn by rote ; there was no dancing, only a 



! sacred music. I had heard the oeauty of tEi 
Priacea3 Radzwil much extolled, but was quite 
disappointed. Her mother, the famous renowned Princess 
a pluaieurs Maris (amongst them General Tchemicheff) 
came to take possession of her daughter, bat it is said 
the old Empress does not mean to give her up to such 
bad hands, and intends keeping her about her person ; 
true or not, I do not know. 

I went to see the preparations in the Cazan church, 
but they were not finished ; I dare say the effect will be 
good, tho' it does not promise much yet. The fine 
granite pillars are twisted round with silver and black 
cloth alternately, the hangings in black velvet with silver 
fringe, the windows closed by silver crosses on black 
velvet, the catafalque looks like a Chinese temple 
supported by green pillars. I hear tlie preparations in 
the fortress are much handsomer, the procession will be 
some versts jn extent, and it is said the Empresses with 
the two first classes mean to follow the corpse on foot 
from the Cazan to the fortress, but I should think the 
Dowager incapable of such a walk. I will enclose you 
one of the programmes; there seems no place assigned 
for the Corps Diplomatique, hut I believe they are to be 
in the churches. The 14th is the day fixed upon for the 
funeral. On Sunday next the Imperial family retire to 
Tscharkozelo, and every house will be closed till after tho 
ceremony. 

There was a most splendid dinner given to the Duke 
yesterday, by the French Ambassatlor, upward of fifty 

©pie, the whole Corps, and some of the principal 



Russians. Madame de la Ferronaye was armed out by 
Lord Strangford and the Duke of "Wellington, was not 
tliat a monopoly. Poor Lady Strangford was unable to 
come, she has been seriously ill. 

Did I tell you that Princess Sopliie's brother, Prince 
Serge Volkonsliy, is deeply implicated in the conspiracy, 
one of the chief, and there is no chance of his escaping 
severe punishment. The poor Lavals look quite broken 
down ; arrests still continue, and there is no period Used 
for the sentence being passed upon the conspirators, the 
most guilty are confined in the fortress. I wonder what 
will be their feeling on the day of the funeral, when 
their intended rictim will be consigned to the grave, 
within the very walls within which they are coaflued. 
I hear the Duke of Wellington is so bored with the 
daily parades he is obliged to attend, that he means to 
curtail his stay considerably. His journey hither was 
quite a triumphal progress, military honours awaited 
him in every town, ffites were prepared, but these he 
only attended at Berlin; he arrived here on the 20th 
day from his departure, having slept every night on the 
road during six or seven hours, remained one day at 
Weimar and three at Berlin, was not that expeditious ? 
Amongst other presents prepared for him are a pair of 
Toula pistols set in diamonds, value £6,000 sterling. 
Every honour is paid him, but I suspect he gets 
annoyed. You will hardly credit it, but I am writing 
before nine o'clock, as to my great surprise I find Sir 
Alex, sets ofi' at ten a.m. instead of at midnight. 
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Fbom Mb. JOHN KENNEDY. 

Mr DEAR Father, — Tlie Bute of "Wellington, as 

m may easily eouceive, is made much of here, and in 
daily attendance upon 8ome member of the Imperial 
family. The Russians are not accustomed to see a 
commander-in-chief walking about without his uniform, 
and their ideas of military grandeur had led them to 
espect a full dress upon every occasion. He thus avoids 
a great deal of importunity. Mr. de la Perronaye gave 
him a splendid dinner on Monday, when the Countess 
offered one arm to the Duke and one to Lord Strangford, 
who otherwise must have taten precedence. Count 
Blome gave his on Thursday, Lord S, gives one to-night, 

id Mr. de Lebzeltern to-morrow. 

They cannot complain of want of good living, however 
well grounded may be the complaints of dullness. His 
Grace's suite is composed of Lord Fitzroy Somerset, who 
puts me in mind, in outward appearance, (particularly 
having lost an arm) of Captain Tyler, and whose manner 
is extremely unaffected, I mean without the least 
military pretension, and well calculated to please his 
constant master and companion; Captain Cathcart, 
Lords Fincastle and Douglas, and Mr. Bligh, are old 
acquaintances of yours at Geneva. The last are all 
pleasant gentlemanly men, but it is impossible for them 
to enliven the general monotony which falls doubly 
heavily on them, being here for so short a time, and 

mn" left such gay residences as London and Paris. 



After the funeral we may expect a change. The 

ceremonies begin at Sarskoe Selo on Sunday, here on the 
Wednesday, and will continue about ten days. They 
will be imposing, but the churches of the Kasan where 
.the body lies in state, and of the fortress where the tomb 
will be, are too small to contain a vast multitude, 
particularly aa the crowded preparations occupy a third 
of the former and two thirds of the latter, originally 
small. The sortie of the young ladies at the Institute 
de St. Catherine was interesting, but beauty was very 
scarce, and few healthy countenances. 



From Mas. DISBROWE. 

(Part or a Letter with sBrTHBR beoisnino nor date to be found, 

WRITTEN EITHER LATE IN FEBRUARY, OR EARLY IN March, 1826). 

On Saturday, the corpse is to arrive at the Cazan 
Church. We ladies of the corps diplomatique are espe- 
cially invited, it will be a most fatiguing affair. At nine 
o'clock we are to be at the church to remain on the 
Perron till the body arrives, then follow it into the 
church and stand till the ceremony is over. I dare say 
we shall not get home till four o'clock. My great fear 
is the cold, for we can have no wrappings, of course, and 
we shall be some time under the colonade. Our dress, 
to be sure, is warm; the two great veils on the head 
will be comfortable, and the flannel train may serve as 
a cloak whilst we wait. The whole corps assemble 
at the Prench Ambassador's, and we proceed from 
thence with an escort of cavalry. Great injunctions 
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are given about our houses being properly secured and 
watched and every precaution taken to "piferiSKt (iia- 
turbaaees. ^ Sixty thousand troops and pieces of IciWdM - 
artillery are ready in case of need, but I trust all will 
pass off quietly, as most, and indeed I believe all, of the 
ill-intentioned are safe in custody. Lady Strangford is 
still confijied to the house. She has been laid up ever 
since the Duke came, and has not seen him once, I 
told you, I believe, of her insisting on receiving company 
one evening when she was so ill that she could hardly 
stand. It ended by her retiring, and leaving me to do 

the honours 

Baron Palmeristjerna desires to be particularly re- 
smbered to Papa, and so does M. de Ludolf. Count 
sbzeltern is recalled, M, de Bombelles comes here as 
Charge d' Affaires. 

The sentence upon the conspirators will soon be 
known. The Court of Enquiry has already terminated 
its business, and then the trials come on. 

Open your ears to hear that His Grace the Duke of 
Wellington honours us to-morrow with his company at 
.er, and comes without being invited, which ia the 
t part. 



1. PODBD LOOSE ; MUST HAVH BEES WKITTEK ON A FkIDAT early IN 

March, bkfobi the „„, , 

The body arrives to-morrow, and is to be buried the 

Monday following. Captain L. Horton has been adding 

to British laurels by saving all the merchant ships from 

k great fire that took place at Cronstadt. We saw it 



hence ; supposed to be done on purpose to revenge 

some ..ejitJjiiTies the Binperor ordered to bo made about 

- cavai- "stores, in wliich it was discovered that the rats 

■" had eaten equipment for twelve sail of tlie line, brass 

cannon, iron bedsteads and all. This assertion was 

actually made. 
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Fkom Mb. JOHN KENNEDY. 

(St. p.) ^q MarcL, 1826. 

Last Saturday we attended the ceremony of the 
entrance of the body of the late Emperor into the Cazan 
Church. We were previously assembled in the church, 
and remained there from half-past ten till three, except- 
ing during the time we braved the cold and frost and a 
thick snow storm on the steps, watching the procession. 
The Herault de Joie in complete golden armour formed 
a striking contrast to the gloomy colour of the black 
cloth and large chapeaux rabattua, the same as worn by 
our coal heavers in London. 

The different armorials of the different provinces and 
dependent states of Russia were on shields overhanging 
each side of a horse, one horse for each representation, 
and appliques on black cloth, which, covering the animal 
entirely, extended two yards beyond him, and M'as sup- 
ported by two train bearers 

The funeral car was gold, surmounted by a lofty 
catafalque. The cofBn, when removed into the church 
and carried up the steps of the catafalque prepared for 
it, and which resembled a small temple, tastefully 



Tanged, proved too heavy for the aide de camps, and 
was borne by about twenty old soldiers. 

The Empress Mother came in just before, not having 
been able to follow on foot according to her intention. 
The Emperor and Empress followed immediately ; then 
the Field Marshal. Duke of Wellington and the principal 
officers with the regalia. The church had, when lighted 
up, a much finer appearance than we had expected, but 
every body suffered excessively from cold, having gene- 
rally supposed that, notwithstanding the total want of 
stoves, the crowd would make it even oppressive, whereas 
the crowd were not allowed to enter. The poor soldiers 
on duty suffered from seven in the morning all the evils 
of a freezing inaction, and one actually let drop his 
bayonet, which struck Prince Sapieha on the chin and 
cut it. The cold had a very different effect on one of 
the chief priests of the Catholic Church, for, wishing to 
blow his nostrils, when in the act of blessing, and 
not being able to get his handkerchief, he took the 
opportunity when leaning forward of pouring a blessing 
on the passing throng by a gentle, but not genteel 
pressure of the fore finger on the bony division of the 
nose. 

Perfect quiet and deeorum prevailed amongst those 
who witnessed the procession, as every body could not, 
and indeed few could, break througli the strong guard 
placed at every avenue leading into those streets through 
which it should pass. 

The body has been declared too disfigured to be opened 
to public view, but during certain hours of the day 



every body may walk round tlie coC&n, going in at c 
door and passing 
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From Mh. JOHN KENNEDY, 

St. Pi;tee9buiiu, (PiST op a Lkttbb with nobboinnikg, fbankbd 

" LondoD, April eighteen, 1826. It ib harked odtsidb, " John's 

Account of thk Emperoh's Funkbal ;" bo it mat be tuk ssd or 

THE Lettkb of 2q March). 

Jerningham, our new attach^, seems a quiet, gentle- 
manly fellow, and if I am obliged to change my quarters 
this summer, and there seems no chance of Lord 
Strangford offering to lodge me, I may arrange with 
him, notwithstanding his being nominally (I mean no 
rebuke) a Catholic. Dislirowe is in great spii-its. and 
can now make up his mind to wait here a month or two 
longer. His brother's appointment and his own pleasing 
letters have made him quite hpppy 

We had no disturbances lately, by the vigilance of the 
police. The Emperor treats with silent contempt 
anonymous letters ; and we suppose the chief conspi- 
rators, and I am afraid Princess Volkonsky's brother, who 
is expected in ten days, have been condemned to a public 
death. This is mere conjecture, but we have always 
expected a declaration of facts and trials to follow imme- 
diately after the interment. 

Give my best love to all, and believe me 

Tour truly affectionate son, 
(Signed) J. KENNEDY. 
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Fao:>! 5Ii(s. DISBROWE. 

St. Pbtkiisdurh, gg March, 1826. 
' My deab Feances, — John has Tvritten you an account 
of the funeral, I suppose. However, I shall not mind 
repeating some of his observations, as I mean to touch 
upon the subject myself, and cannot compare notes with 
him, he, as usual, being at Lord Strangford's. Indeed, 
John is by far the most efllcient person in the embassy 
just now. Mr. Wilmot is very ill, and going away for 
change of air, and the new arrival, Mr, Jerningham 
(Lord Stafford's son), is not yet sufficiently initiated to 
be of use ; indeed, I do not know if he can write. You 
would laugh to see what an important person our Johnny 
is; nothing can be done without him. "Kennedy, you 
will do that ; "— " If Mr. Kennedy calls whilst I am out, 
give him this note;" — "Kennedy, take charge of Mr, 
Jerningham, and put him in the way of doing things ; 
get him a lodging, servants, masters." — In short Lord 
Strangford does nothing without John, and hardly ever 
lets him dine at home, I mean with me. 

You must know that the funeral is rather a sore 
subject with me. I am so sorry I did not go to the burial 
itself, but remained with the rest of the ladies, merely to 
see the procession itself pass over the Champ de Mars 
from Prince Hohenlohe's windows. I was most desirous 
to have gone, but Mr. Disbrowe now says he thought I 
was joking when I expressed this wish ; and therefore, as 
he had no inclination to go himself, he did not encourage 
my plan, and another thing I hesitated about was, being 
Hiie only diplomatic lady at the church, and was fearful 



the others might have taken it as a censure upon them ; 
BO I did not go to what I am sure was the most interest- 
ing of all the ceremonies upon this melancholy occasion. 
I saw the coffin at Tscharkozelo, and three times in the 
Cazan Church ; but the bustle, crowd, pageantry and 
cold, entirely took off my attention ; prevented my 
feeling that I was attending the funeral of the Emperor 
I had so much Uked. 

The Imperial Family went to the church twice every 
day whilst the body was in the Cazan. They knelt 
round the coffin during the prayers, and kissed it both on 
their arrival and departure. It was astonishing to see 
how firmly and actively the old Empress walked up and 
down the catafalque. The Empress Alexandrine seemed 
much more feeble. At Tscharkozelo, the hat and sword 
the Emperor last wore were laid on the coffin, and I was 
much more affected at seeing them than any thing else. 
Here the crowns of Cazan Tauride and the imperial 
crown and sceptre, and all the orders Alexander ever 
held, were placed on cushions and stands on the cata- 
falque. The aide de camps who accompanied the body 
frOm Taganrog look qmte worn out ; and yet they say 
the burial is quite a second loss to them ; they had become 
attached and so accustomed to watching the body. They 
kept ^vatch alternately, night and day, and always stood 
on the bier when it travelled. 

Ilia, the coachman, who had driven the Emperor for 
upwards of twenty years, obtained permission to conduct 
the funeral car from Taganrog to the grave. He was a 
very interesting person, I could distinguish his grey. 



he 



bushy beard, which, according to etiquette, ought to have 
been cut off ; but he cried thi-ee days about it, and was 
so miserable, that he was allowed to keep it. It is said 
that the circumstance of his eonductins; the bier .tended 
more than anything to tranquillise the people about the 
real death of the Emperor, for it had been reported that 
he was not dead, but imprisoned, and that the funeral, 
etc., was an imposition ; but when they saw Ilia, they 
ere convinced that he would not have been deceived, 

.d sure that he would not have been prevailed on to 

ive aught but the body of his late master. The 
Imperor was buried on the 11th, just the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of his accession, and of the death of his 
father, the Emperor Paul, and exactly a century since 
the death of Peter the Great, 

I must just tell you a fine sentence of the Emperor 
Nicholas, and then leave great folks. He has received 
many anonymous letters telling him bis life is in danger, 
etc., etc., and some one advised him to attend to them. 
" Non, on vent me faire tyran ou poltron ; je ne saurais 
6tre ni I'un ni I'autre." 

Yesterday I went to Sir James Wylie's rooms in the 
palace, to see a most beautiful parade of 30,000 men. 
We were extremely well placed, just behind the Emperor, 
Princes, Guards, etc., and saw everything to the greatest 
advantage. They defiled just before us, or the Emperor, 
I do not know whieb, exactly. One luckless wight was 
saluting the Emj)eror when a clumsy Drum Major 
.ruck his horse, nearly upset liim ; and only fancy the 

!ne, carried off the fine flowing tail with which the 



steed was adorned, and exposed a most shabby stump 
with which nature has blessed bim. The rider never 
suspected what had happened, and went on with his 
work, to our infinite amusement. The Emperor laughs 
too. Yesterday was the anniversary of the Kussians 
entering Paris, and silver medals were distributed 
amongst the officers and men who were present at that 
event. The Emperor has given the Duke of Wellington 
a regiment to be oalled by his name. 

I From Mus. DISBROWE. 

I St. Petersburg, i April, 1826. 

My vert dear Papa, — A messenger must- not start 
without being charged with a letter from nae, and so, 
though literally I have nothing to say. We are in 
momentary expectation of seeing the ice on the river 
break up ; carriages have not been allowed to pass on it 
these two days, and I believe they are removing the 
bridge. I expected it to be a very fine sight, that it 
would be sudden and noisy, but on the contrary, it 
disappears quite gradually, and is no sight at all. In 
front of our windows it is still very solid and stationary, 
so perhaps I may have a chance of a wonder when this 
part goes. Of course now we must iancy that spring Las 
come, and take no notice of last night's fall of snow. 
Strawberries are to be had, I hear, quite cheap, only five 
roubles a-piece, so that one may have a nice little dish 
for about twenty pounds sterling, no price at all. I 
wonder how much they ask for a look at such a dish. I 
am determined to go and see the hot-house that produces 



fluch precious fruit. Cherries are also to be had at the 
same moderate price. 

The last accounts of our good king^ make us tremble 
for the nest. We have papers up to the 1 7th, but it is 
said that some one has receiyed a letter dated the 18th, 
with worse accounts of him. En attendant this embassy 
is at a standstill ; no plans about Moscow ; no measures 
taken for securing a house there, either for the present 
ambassador or the extraordinary one. We Disbrowes of 
course can decide nothing, and must wait for orders. 
John is very much alarmed lest he should be left behind 
to take care of mercantile concerns and the senate ! ! but 
as he is Lord Strangford's right hand, I suppose he 
cinnot be spared. 

Mr. Jemingham being a Catholic is a source of great 
pique to his lordship, and he takes him as a rod for his 
Anti Catholic vote last year. This said new attuch^ is 
six feet four inches in height, a good looking young man, 
but apparently has a superabundant quantity of lead 
in his composition, and a sauntering way not likely to 
be to his advantage with his master, who is as quick as 
thought itself. 

The Duke of Wellington goes on Thursday. I am 
sorry for it ; not that his Grace is any loss to us, but his 
suite is. I shall quite miss Lord Fitzroy Somerset and 
Mr. Bligh. I have been actively engaged in their service 
in procuring for them models of the Hussian carriages, 
and have at this moment no less than two chariots and 
four, two calfiches with four horses abreast, four droschys 
and six traineaux on my table for thero. They are like 
those I sent to my babies, but seem to please grown up 



oMldren estraraely. I shall take a set for myself when 
I go home! I wonder when that will be. Sposo says 
positively this summer, and so I hope, whether on leave 
of absence or on the way to a better appointment. The 
Due de Raguse is to be the extraordinary ambassador 
from Prance. I hear he is making splendid prepara- 
tions, and at one ball each lady is to be presented with a 
fan and bouquet de fleura artifi-cielles from Baton's. 
Mr. de Pont Carre is already gone to Moscow to get all 
things ready for M. de la Ferronaye. I wish we had 
such a useful person as the little Viscomte in our 
embassy ; there is very great want of one, and I am sorry to 
say things are badly and shabbily managed in a certain 
quarter, plenty of money spent, but no show for it. 

Poor Lady Strangford has only been able to dine at 
table once since the Duke of "Wellington came ; it was 
last Saturday, and she looked just like a ghost. I have 
not seen her since. 

Count Pohlen is arrived, but it is not the same we 

knew at Genoa Only think of Mr. 

Bligh's good Inck, he shot the bear at the hunt the other 
day. He waited till it came within twenty yards of him, 
and then brought him down with the first barrel. "When 
he ivas down General Sabloukoff banged two barrels into 
him, under pretence of finisliing him, but in reality to 
have a claim to the booty. Mr. Bligh gets the skin. 
What a feather in his cap. 

Now adieu, dear Papa, love from both to all. 

Ever your affectionate daughter, 

A. D. 

M. Lebzeltern will soon be oiF. His successor is arrived. 



From Mrs. DISBUOWE. 

St. Petersbuhq, 1 1th April, 1826. 
* What is the matter with you, dear Mama ? I really 
am quite anxious to know, and fear you have been very 
unwell. Do pray, let me know, though I sincerely trust 
you will be able to answer my questions from recollec- 
tion, and not from present indisposition. No sooner is a 
post arrived than I begin to look forward with impa- 
tience for another, always hoping it may bring some 
determination as to the period of our return, for I am 
getting more and more longing to see our little treasures, 
and Sposo more and more impatient at our present 
position, and desirous of a change for the better. When 
I see any passages about our being at Walton together I 
never dare trust myself to thinking " how it will be," 
but skip over the lines as quick as possible. I hardly 
ever dare talk about peta, Walton, you, his sisters, or 
England. 

The ice is raitirely disappeared from the river, and the 
beautiful Neva is in great majesty just now. Until the 
ice was gone and the water re-appeared, I had no idea 
how very triste it was, and I am lost in admiration at the 
present improvement of our prospect, and wonder how I 
could ever bear our winter's view. The days are almost 
suddenly lengthened, and it is hardly dusk at eight 
o'clock. The weather has been lovely these few days 
past, but very treacherous, the air being very keen, 

though the sun has already great power 

I long to hear the success of the green aprons, and how 
t out the frocks ; if well and I am approved of, I will 



have some others worked, just to have some employment 
about my treasures, for I mean to bring them up with 
plain hems and tucks when I am with them. The 
children here are dressed like old women, though, as they 
all have English nurses, the mamas flatter themselves 
they are quite a I'Anglaiae. 

It is astonishing how many of the poor little creatures 
have the evil and tbe ricketts, which they call "La 
Maladie Anglaise," to my great pique. However, Dr, 
Walker says the reason of ita having that name is 
because an Englishman was the first to write and publish 
about it. None of the ladies ever nurse, they are all too 
nervous and too easily affected. Young Mme. Miatleff 
was quite resolved to nurse her first born, and came to 
me for instructions. However, when the child came into 
the world, it was thought the mama was too young for 
such an office. 

Hurrah ! there goes the first sailing Ycssel I have seen 
siuce the month of November, last year, a great tub of a 
boat, but it looks well being the first. 

Nothing is now talked of but " going to Moscow," and 
I am tired of telling everybody that " we do not know 
whether we go or not." Lord Strangford has received 
no orders, and without them he will not stir ; at any rate 
Lady Strangford will not go, she does not like to leave 
the children, and cannot take them. If we are to go, I 
hope it may soon be decided, for things are always more 
expensive if done in a hurry. We should be obliged to 
move everything, and as there is no regular roulage, 
it would be a tremendous undertaking. Even our 



cami^ must be packed up ; we could not trsTel in tke 
yellow one without the risk of spoiling it entirely. We 
hear nothing of an Extraordinary Ambassador being 
sent. Ask Lady Kinnaird if the Duke of Devonshire is 
coming. If he does, I think she and Lord Kinnaird could 
not do better than accompany him. 

Princess Aline Volkonsky sends many tender messages 
to Papa ; they will be here about the middle of April. I 
beard that the poor Princess Sophie was almost distracted 
about her brother, and her family feared she might take 
some extraordinary steps in her distress, but now she baa 
promised to remain q^uiet. The Emperor says strict 
justice must be done, and the poor old mother thinks 
herself resigned to whatever may be Prince Serge's fate. 

Nothing certain is yet kno^vn about the conspirators, 
but the trial is expected to come on immediately. 
Princess Aline does not know of Papa's present yet. 

Mme. Alopeus is in a high state of nerves and uneasi- 
ness just now, " il s'est presents un parti pour sa Pille," 
and she is quite miserable, not knowing whether to give 
her daughter away or to give up the match. It is not 
quite as brilliant as she would desire, or as Alexandrine 
deserves ; but still it merits attention, and the oppor- 
tunity must not be thrown away. It is amusing how 
these matters are managed here. 

"VVe had some beautiful tableaux arranged at Mme. de 
la Ferronaye's the other evening, they were uncommonly 
well done. Little Eugenie, as Domenichino's St. Jean 
was a perfect picture ; and dear General Dtirnborg made 
le plus '■ beau Tempa imaginable with wings and a long 



beard." Thne disguised as love making the hours dance 
waa the subject. 

I am sure the whole society ought to return public 
thanks to Monsr, and Mme. la Ferronaye for the exer- 
tions they make to amuse us. I do not know what would 
have become of us without them this winter. 

Ae Margery does not mention Papa's gout in her letter, 
I hope he is quite well. 

We have such an importation of Swedes, Count Brahe, 
Messrs. Bachmann and Monck, they came to condole, 
and went to Court without a particle of mourning. 



From Mrs. DISBROWE. 

St. Petersbuhg, ... April, 1826. 

Now for a treat for you, dear Jinny, a fine, rainy, dark 
day agrees with my modest eyes, which shrink from the 
brighter glances of Sol's rays, and I may as well take 
advantage of the gloom to enliven you, and myself with 
some application of ink and paper, not that I have much 
hope of making myself agreeable, for I actually have 
nothing to say, my thoughts are almost constantly upon, 
those two little darlings that, no doubt, often prevent 
you thinking at all. . . . 

Sophy's shoe commission shall be executed. 

Mr. Lazounsky promises me some seeds for Papa of 
the best sort. I meant to have gone to get them at 
Camerino-astrow, from the Imperial gardens, but there 
are no bridges over the river at present, and I must wait 



till all the ice ia come from Ladoga, otherwise I might 
have a good chance. 

A most agreeable interruption, the post has just come 
in with Mama's letter of the 26th to John, and the 29th 
to me. I am disappointed that my famous packet by 
■Sir Alexander Malet had not reached you. . . . 

RuaBian flower seeds ! what can they be ? however, I 

' ■will enquire when I pay my visit t'other side of the 

water. I suspect Lady Cassillis" Russian stocks are 

Banish. Younger Lady Strangford, as I told jou, was 

r very ill, but now I think I may pronounce her well or 

' nearly so ; she is very much oldened since she came here, 

and I half suspect his lordship is a little vexed at this 

unavoidable misdemeanor. She has not been presented 

yet, but will be soon, I dare say, and then will get into 

the regular ceremony of visiting, and receive regularly, 

at present it is always uncertain whether she is "at 

home" on Tuesdays or not, once she went to bed early, 

and Lord Strangford, to his great surprise, had to do the 

honours of a soiree, for the stupid porter let in all the 

ladies of the Corps Diplomatique. 

To indulge a Grandmama's tenderness, pray let the 
•owager (Lady Strangford) know that her Orands are 
finest children possible, very handsome and very 
"clever; George, a gentlemanlike, uncommonly well 
advanced boy, Phillippa, a sweet, gentle, beautiful little 
, exhibited in one of the portraits vivants the other 
fvening as the young Ascanius (jEneas' Son"), and was 
lovely. Lionel, a fine, independent, stui*dy, beautiful, 
Iroung man of five years old, bears off the palm in my 



11« 

affection, he ia charming, impudent; and riotous to my 
heart's content, says he hates me, "but Disbrowe is my 
best friend," full of spirits, and very witty. At the 
Parade the other day, he poked his head out of the " Was 
ist das," and cried out, "Viye Nicolas." "Why did you do 
it, Lionel? " "Because I wanted to be taken notice of." 
How many grown-up children have the same motive 
without his honesty. He takes every opportunity of 
telling Mr. Jerningham that " I am a true blue 
Protestant, and the Pope's an old woman." We can 
easily gueas who is the instructor. Now for the little 
heathen, for he is not christened yet, the' nearly five 
months old, he promises to be as pretty as the rest, and 
performs his duties extremely well — there is a history 
for you. The wife of our clergyman here, Mr. Law, is 
sister or some near relation of Sir Oswald Moseley, she 
is to come out in spring. 

Tell Papa Miss Miatleff is going to be married to the 
young nan who rode so well with her brother, and who 
was also one of the unknown Knights, Galahoff is, I 
think, the name. So you aU fancy the coronation is to 
be in September instead of the 25th June, O. 8. The 
Court go in May. Grand Duchess Helene is already off 
to be confined at Moscow. Mr. Stratford Canning haa 
broken his arm as well as poor Mr. Mclntyre. 



From Mrs. DISBROWE. 

St. PETEitaBUBO, „-. April, 1825. 

Most dear Papa, — Your very nice, very intelligible. 



he 
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very beautiful welcome letter greeted my eyes yesterday, 
and I hasten to thank you for it. A messenger started 
last "Wednesday, but we had no time to write by him as 
he went off at a very few hours' notice with despatches 
.from Constantinople. I make this explanation in case 
^ou bhonld have seen his arrival announced, and haye 
'ondered we did not write. Mr. Stratford Canning has 
not broken his arm, it was a false report, from all 
accounts he is more likely to" break his head against the 
Sublime Porte. No wonder the newspapers tell you 
more news than I do, they know much more. You are 
aware of my Sposo's caution, and therefore cannot be 
surprised at my short supply of political knowledge, all 
I know is that some great person is sadly bullied by a 
Secretary F. A., and very much in the dumps, but what 
it is about I do not know. 

No orders yet about going to Moscow, nor anything 
more heard about who comes as Extraordinary 
Ambassador. We positively do not go imless Govern- 
ment orders and pays, it would cost us ^800 or cfilOOO, 
and that of course we cannot afford. Lady Straugford 
will not go at any rate, but will most probably move 
into the country with the children. Prince Scherbatoff's 
house on the PeterhofF road has been offered to them, 
you remember it, on the left hand, very near the road 
that turns off to the Bayleys. Tell Mama she has 
imdertaken a task of which she will not easily be quit, 
in keeping the Dowager Lady S. au courant about her 
the old lady writes to him by every post, to every 
ister of State, to the clerks in the E. O., and to 



every man, woman, or child, from whom she may expect 
to obtain a word of intelligence respecting him. She 
has discovered an actj^uaintance with some connection of 
Mrs. Middleton's, and writes to her upon the never 
ending topic, and, I believe, hands her news from one 
Correspondent to the other. I announced the safe 
arrival of your beautiful present to Princess Aline, it is 
still in my custody, as they do not come to St, 
Petersburg till about the 20th of this month (O. B.) 
AU silent still about the inhabitants of the fortress; 
some say nothing will be decided these six weeks, others 
that the business will drag on till the coronation, and 
that then the advantage will be taken of its being un 
moment de grace, and pardon be extended to many. 
Arrests still go on, however, some have already been let 
oi;t, others, slightly implicated, sent off to the Caucasus, 
or some other fortress for a few months; all the guilty 
part of the Moscofsky regiment are marched off to the 
Caucasus. 

Mr. Disbrowe hopes you have not given up your 
shares in the railroad, he ia sure they will turn out well, 
particularly as the Bill has passed the Commons, he has 
some shares. The engravings from Daw's portrait of 
the Emperor Alexander are just come out, and have not 
succeeded at all, I cannot bear them, and John, who in 
the first violence of grief and attachment had subscribed, 
heartily repents his order, and has prevailed on Mr. Daw 
to take it back. A hundred roubles was much more 
than he intended to pay. Alexandrine Alopeus' marriage 
to Mr. Mordoineff is settled, and seems to give universal 



satisfaction to every one but me, and I do not think him 
suited to her. he bears the highest character possible, is 
well off in family and fortune; nothing distin^ui^ about 
him, and yet he ia thought handsome, and had, it is said, 

I been much sought after, so I dare say I am very wrong. 
po you remember him as one of the two Knighta who 
■ad to perform their trials twice, a very young, fair 
pan? he was pointed out as having been Paris in a 
picture represented at Court, his devise was a butterfly 
hnd "ainsi vont mes amours." I reminded him of this 
the other day. Alexandrine's perfect calmness about 
the affair quite diverts me, one would think it was a 

«0U8e, not a husband, she is about to take. . . . 
Tell Margaret that General Dornberg. sends his love to 
er, and is quite at her service, either as travelling 
husband, tutor, or father, he desires to be particularly 
remembered to you. Madame Ludolff flatters herself 
^^■ibe is a great favourite of yours, "and hopes you often 
^^Rjk of her," so I told her she was mentioned in each of 
your letters in the most tender manner. I wish mora 
particular notice had been taken about the effect of the 
green aprons upon the children ; I should like to have a 
good story to tell about it to Madame L., here thanks 
and pleasure are not enough. Sophy did not send me 
the drawing after all, bos her ears for disappointing me, 
if you please, and tell them they must not send such 
L unconscionable packet by the Post again as the cards. 
1 1 forgot to tell you about the Caviar, if I send you 
me it cannot of course be fresh, the season is over for 
at, but as soon as the ships sail you can have of the 



pressed and salted, but Sir Daniel says the Cuatom House 
expenses on your side amount to more than the original 
price; you leave me to make you a present of here, so 
will you have any or not ? I have sent to Kazan for the 
bracelets, and hope to get them some and at 19 roubles per 
pair. Count Kielmansegge undertook the commission 
through a merchant friend of his. I send some cucumber 
seeds; Lady Bayley says tbey must be sown in open 
ground, but to be covered over at night. 

Messrs. Cooper and Parker are still here, the former 
has been thinking himself seriously in love with the 
pretty Mile. Salahoub. . . . but I suspect it will never 
come to a marriage, luckily for both, as I think a Uuasian 
lady would ill suit the county of Sligo. Prince Sapieha 
and bis friend Mr. Wilson Patten, are also honouring 
us. Mama must have met the latter family at the 
Derby ball, but I suppose forgot they were Naples 
acquaintances ; be is a very nice gentlemanlike person, 
and says he will go to Walton if you will receive him. 
Your Stockholm friend, Mr. Holmes, is another of our 
visitors. 

2^ Further off from a messenger than before: I wish 
his lordship would be more exact, he obstructs my 
correspondence greatly, and causes great gaps in it. 

The weather is lovely and bright, but excepting a 
steam boat exercising, a flowing river and long days, we 
have no appearance of spring, not a bud on the trees yet. 
We drove to the Botanical Gardens yesterday, but I saw 
nothing extraordinary except the extent of the glass ; it 
is all complete now. 
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A BOrt of fair has beeu held in the Gastnor d" Vor 
during the end of the week, for selling Easter eggs, palins, 
artificial flowers, toys, and wax saints. Of course I went 
to see the fun, but smelt more garlic than I liked, and 
came back as wise aa I went. " The pleasures of Peters- 
burg" are certainly none of the gayest. The Alopeus set 
off for Berlin nest week, such a loss for us. 

So poor little Charlotte begins to measure strength 
with her Attias. Albinia bids fair to be a fine riotous young 
damsel, so I must not call them babies any more. I 
could cry to think of it, no longer playthings, but growing 
up, educating, mannering young ladies, and I have lost a 
whole year of them, just the most interesting of their 
youth — what a pity ! I do so wish Sposo would receive 
answers and orders for bis future destiny, I am quite 
alarmed lest something should turn up to detain him 
here, for I do so long to get back to my brata. It is the 
most extraordinary thing that Lord Strangford has no 
orders for the coronation ; time gets on. Even those who 
had the first choice have found great difficulty in finding 
honjea at Moscow. M. de la Ferronaye is only just 
suited. The court moves there the middle of May. 
Only fancy the expense and trouble for those who go 
there, as they must send linen, glass, plate, carriages, 
horses, bronzes, in short every article they want, and even 
buy beds there. M. de la Ferronaye gives 20,000 roubles 
for his house. How prettily the English will have to 

ly who have taken no precautions whatever, and after all 

it do it as handsomely as the French very likely, cela 
me pique. And now good bye till I have something to 
say, or till I hear my letter is going. 



27th. At last there is a chance of this being off. T?he 
messenger is announced for to-night. I hope you have 
observed the honourable mention made of Sir Alexander's 
arrival in the French papers. " Le Chevalier Mulet 
charge de d^pSches." I wonder if they made the calem- 
bourg on purpose. 

If you hear that the Duke of Wellington has ordered 
15,000 picture frames here, you need not believe it, 
unless you like the marvellous, also that he lost eight 
hundred thousand roubles at play is equally worthy of 
credit, but good stories to circulate. Here both are 
sworn to as facts. I verily believe he never touched a 
card whilst here. God bless you all. 

Ever your affectionate daughter, 

Anne D. 

Fbom Mrs. DISBROWE. 

St. Pbtbrsbubo, ^^ ^^'^.^ 1826. 

Now, to begin my Easter history, for like the rest of 
the BiMsian world, we have thought it necessary to make 
this quite an epoch, to be beguiling ourselves with the 
illusion that we are particularly happy and superlatively 
amused. I must date from last Saturday at midnight, 
when, accompanied by John and my Sposo, I went to the 
Imperial Chapel, in full puff, and had the exquisite satis- 
faction of seeing Nicholas the Ist slobber some hundreds 
of old and young, tall and short, thin and thick, ugly 
and handsome dutiful subjects of the male kind ; such a 
ceremony. It began with the Archimandrite, and ter- 
minated with Count Salahoub, Maitre des Ceremonies, of 



whom Papa no doubt has a tender recollection. The 
Empresses were not present. The young one wa8 ill, and 
the Dowager did not like to appear in public, so that the 
scene waa not so splendid as it usually is. The maids of 
honour who did attend were, generally speaking, old and 
ugly. The Emperor kissed about seven hundred on both 
cheeks, and it really was a most extraordinary spectacle 
to see these people come up to him in regular files 
or rather strings, to receive the accolade ; and how 
thoroughly His Imperial Majesty rubbed and wiped and 
rubbed again his mouth which had been in such constant 
exercise for about two hours and a half. Luckily the 
variety of heights and breadths combined occasioned some 
diversity of motion, or he certainly would have had, a 
torticolis after it, It was over about three o'clock, but 
our expedition did not end there, for on quitting the 
palace we observed a tremendous fire, and supposing it 
to be at no great distance, we thought to take a look at 
it ; but after proceeding about four versts we gave up the 
plan. The Emperor however went, as is the custom on 
such occasions, and did not get home till six o'clock. 
Twelve brick houses were burnt, about an equal number 
of wooden ones, and many horses perished. It began 
about ten o'clock, when almost every person was in the 
churches, and no assistance could be procured for some 
time. 

Owing to Halker's discretion I saw no genuine cele- 
bration of Easter Sunday. He prevented the esvoscheks 
(coachmen) and d'vornecks from presenting me their 

feringB in person, bo I received the eggs in a very 



humdrum way, and paid ten roubles for each de mdme. 
I forgot to say that the Emperor kisses the Archdeacons 
and Deacons three times, in token of the Trinity, one on 
each cheek, and the third on the chin. I hear he did not 
shave for the two preceding days, in order to ward off as 
much contact as possible. 

- Mq. Mama's nice letter of the 15th is just 
arrived, and the accounts of my treasures delight me. 
What happy people you are to see them, hear them, and 
admire them all day. 

I am dining alone. John and Sposo are gone to cele- 
brate the day (King's birthday) at Lord Strangford's. I 
do not expect to see either of them sober till to-morrow. 

No orders for going to Moscoir ; no official announce- 
ment of the Duke of Devonshire's embassy ; very tire- 
some, disagreeable and affronting. I do not feel at all as 
if we should go to the coronation, and perhaps after all 
there may be none for some time, for the Empress 
Elizabeth is very ill. We are all in colours this week, 
and look extremely well. Lady Strangford was pre- 
sented on Wednesday, and really looked quite young and 
heautiful, so much so that every one was quite astonished. 
Mr. Charles dressed her head to perfection, and Mme. 
Turin made her gown exquisitely. I am so glad she 
looked so well. I am sure it will increase her good 
qualities tenfold. If I go to the coronation what train 
shall I have? It is too late to embroider in gold or 
silver. Sir Alexander Malet writes as if he were going 
to Walton, so I hope he will. He might as well bring 
one of you out with him. Mr. Disbrowe and I actually 



paid nine-and-twenty visits on Easter Monday ; are you 
not overcome at the very idea ? Only think of Sposo's 
patience, it is quite exemplary, ^me. Alopeus goes to- 
morrow, such a loss for us. I leave John to tell you 
about his presentation the other day and about the 
Empresses enquiring after Papa. 



From Mr. JOHN KENNEDY. 

St. Peterbbukq, ?^ ^P"^ 1826. 
' 10 May, 

Mr DEAR Jane, — Had Anne not been in bed, I might 
have enquired of her the contents of her letter to-day, 
and not fallen in with her accounts of our proceedings ; 
but at any rate my gratifying reception from the 
Imperial Family may be repeated, and I have an indis- 
putable right to convey to England those expressions 
which were entrusted to me by T.I.M. The Emperor 
said little or nothing, and hurried down the line 
before we had time to recover ourselves from the 
impression made by his manly figure, his handsome 
features no longer darkened by a certain severity of 
countenance which he assumes on ordinary occasions, 
and his engaging manner, which, with a little more 
practice, wiU exceed, if possible, that of his late brother. 
The kind Empress Mother has not recovered from her 
violent shocks. She remembered me, enquired after my 
father, where he was in England, after his health, etc., 
and then whether I had not the advantage of living with 
my sister "une charmante personne." I could have 

iswered had not a struggle between modesty with 



propriety and thaiLkfiil pride been won by the combined 
former. The Empresa Alexandrine was hardly able to 
go through the fatigues of the day, having risen from 
her bed for this day ; but she is so kind and so interest- 
ing that she unavoidably looks well. 

The court waa most brilliant, and thanks to the Im- 
perial reprimand to the demoiselles d'honneur for their 
rare appearance, all the beauty of the capital was 
assembled. Lady Strangford was well dressed, and as 
Parker keenly observed, a friend's advice and taste was 
conspicuous. Who that friend was I leave you to guess. 

The fgtes of Paques have now come to a close, and 
certainly without any regret on my part, as I do not see 
what to regret in the favourite amusements of the 
common people. Swinging and going in roundabouts 
are not enlivening. On Saturday we have a promenade, 
where carriages fall into a line and drive round the 
KaterienhofF Gardens. Being a part of the show, each 
one sees but the preceding carriage. 

From Mita. DISBROWE. 

St. Petbrsburg, Wediiesdny, ^- May, 182G. 
By way of soon meriting just such another long letter, 
most dear Papa, I hasten to thank you for it. Two 
posts came in together on Monday, so that I had a feast 
for the whole evening and part of the next day, in a 
second reading of your's and Mama's of the 30th and 
3rd. Having no home news to furnish, I will begin by 
foreign, tho' it is of a melancholy nature, the death of 



he poor Empress Elizabeth at BelefF on the 4th of May. 
This event has long been expected, nor can any one 
regret its having taken place, death relieved her from an 
existence of suffering both in body in mind; she had 
outlived every tie that could attach her to this world, 
children and friends, and lost her husband just as he was 
returned to her after many years of neglect and separa- 
tion. She considered herself a burden to all around her, 
and felt as if her affection blighted every object on which 
she bestowed it; she has been rapidly declining ever 
since she left Taganrog, but seemed extremely desirous 
to reach Colonga [380 v. from Moscow) where the 
Dowager Empress was waiting to meet her. But this 
wish was not to be gratified, she only reached Beleff, 
within eighty yersts of her destination, and then felt 
she could proceed no further; she dined that day with 
her suite at a half-way house, but left the table 
immediately after the soup, her eyes were already dim, 
she was become so deaf that she did not hear a violent 
thunder storm that took place, and her voice was scarcely 
audible, she wrote to the Empress Mother, slept two or 
three hours, woke about four o'clock, complained of being 
uncomfortable, but desired that the physician might not 
be called if he was aaleep, and then seemed to doze 
again, but it was to awake in another world, her gentle 
spirit was fled, her sorrows and sufferings were over^ 
and we humbly trust that she is now happier than it was 
permitted her to be on earth. An express had been sent 
to the Empress Mother, but she arrived three hours too 
lute. By this event we all again are thrown into deep 



mourning, must attend another funeral ; the coronation 
and its ffitea of course are suspended, and all the 
Extraordinary Ambassadora come or coming are likely to 
have a much longer stay than they expected. How glad 
I am that we could make no preparations for going to 
Moscow, people are sending for their goods and chattels 
that were already on the road, and in short, the greatest 
confusion and uncertainty prerails. Nothing is yet 
decided about the coronation, most probably it will take 
place in August or September, and very likely without 
any f^tes, and in the meantime most of the strangers 
who have arrived for it will either hang or drown them- 
selves, there is no way of amusing them, as music, 
theatres, dancing, and any apparent entei-tainment is 
forbidden. We ladies return to our weepers, veils, and 
cloth gowns. I hear Count Potocka has taken a house 
for our Duke at Moscow, for the moderate sum of 60,000 
roubles. {Not an too much, pon honor.) I mean to 
advise his suite always to go sight-seeing on foot, for 
then they will be glad to go to bed early at night, and 
less of my entertaining powers will be called into play, 
for of course this duty falls to my lot. Lord Strangford 
will be gone, and I am sorry to say, poor Lady Strangford 
is again seriously ill, not in danger, I hope, but ve^ 
very ill, however, do not tell the Dowager of it. 
Lord S. has not yet fixed bis departure, but I hope he 
will soon be off, as that is the first step towards our 
release, his two boys will probably accompany him. 
Lady S. says that even if she is to return in the autumn 
she hopes and will use every exertion to go by land, she 



dreads the sea so much, but there is no knowing wk 
to believe or think of speeches or intentions from that 
quarter, or I should say the scheme of my darlings 
coming out is quite at an end, but it is no use worrying 
myself on this point, as no decision can possibly be 
made. . . . Lady S. and Miss Browne are Catholics, 
and lead a life in consequence of complete state of 
persecution from Papa and the Protestant offspring. 



h 



From Mug. DISBROWE. 

Sr. Petehsbubo, ,_ May, 182G. 

Tou must have been much shocked at the melancholy 
event Mr. Disbrowe announced to you by the last post, 
dear Mama, for though you did not personally know 
poor Lady Strangford, yet our connection with her must 
Iiave created an interest about her in your mind, and I 
am sure you feel for the five little children. Lord 
Strangford has been in a dreadful state ever since her 
danger was apparent, hardly left her room, and has 
neither been to bed nor tasted food since. The funeral 
is now going on, she is buried about six versts from 
here, it was her own wish, expressed to me in her former 
illness, that she should be buried in this country, as 
privately aa possible. Lord Strangford had already 
given orders for the body to be embalmed, but of course 
complied with her desire as soon as I made it known to 
him. I was the last person to whom she spoke in this 
world, was alone with her when the convulsion came on 

lat gave alarm for her situation, until then the 



phyBiciana were not uneasy, and even now they are 
uncertain what could have caused her death bo suddenly; 
the original disorder was internal inflammation, but it 
was some affection on the brain that carried her off. 
Late on "Wednesday the convulsion came on, and she 
remained almost insensible from that moment till half- 
past six on ^Friday morning, when she expired without a 
struggle. I did not see her after that dreadful moment 
when the violent fit had left her, but I can never forget 
it ; she had been bled in the morning, and her arm burst 
out afresh in the contortions she made, it was an awful 
Bight. Her daughter, poor lliss Browne, was absent on 
a little excursion into the country with some friends, and 
tho' we sent for her as soon as danger appeared, yet she 
could not arrive till all was over ; you may imagine how 
much her anguish is increased by this circumstance. 
She is much to be pitied poor girl, and I know not what 
now will be her fate. I have seen her and the children 
every day, they, poor little souls, seem hardly conscious 
of their misfortune, and tho' they say "Mama is dead," 
they go on talking about her as if she still lived. Every 
exertion is made to prevent their dwelling on the sad 
event, but when they do allude to it, both Philippa and 
Lionel are very much affected. George is almost 
always with his father. Every circumstance proves 
how deeply Lady Strangford was impressed with the 
idea that she would soon die, in her former illness she 
talked of it constantly, and with the greatest calmness; 
my impression was tbat she suspected we thought her 
in danger, and that she was trying to find out whether 



it was 80, and tliis made me uncomfortably constrainet 
with her. She was, she assured me, perfectly resigned 
to die, felt convinced of the happiness of her children, 
hoped no one would regret her, and only seemed uneasy 
about the effect it might have on Lord S. (I really 
believe she almost worshipped him.) During this last 
short illness she never alluded to the subject, but once 
in a very slight way, and I, from a fear of agitating her, 
guardedly avoided it; I am sorry now I did, as she was 
so calm and so ready to talk of it, and perhaps she 
might have wished to give me more directions. She had 
enquired frequently for me on the Wednesday, but was 
asleep when I went in the morning. Poor Kate Browne 
is much afflicted that she never mentioned her son to 
me, and I fear she never gave him her forgiveness, she 
once distantly hinted at it, and said, " a marriage of 
that sort ig a lasting affliction," 

The dear little baby is going on extremely well, he 

Sras just six months old the day his mother died; he 

' feeds very well, and I trust the weaning will not hurt 

him, tho' it comes at a trying moment when his teeth 

seem to plague him. 

Poor Lord Strangford will hasten his departure as 
much as possible, he says, "let me only get out of this 
country nothing shall induce me to return to it." Poor 
man, he has had nothing but annoyance both public and 
private ever since he came into it. I suppose he will 
return in one of the numerous ships that attend upon 
the Duke of Devonshire; he has requested not to see 
ny one till after Tuesday, I mean any one besides Mr. 



Disbrowe, and those immediately about him. I wish 
you would mention to the Dowager Lady S. how kindly 
and attentively Miss Proctor the governess has behaved; 
she hardly ever left poor Lady S. for more than a few 
moments, and now nothing can he more affectionate or 
gentle than she is with the children. Lady S. liked her 
extremely, I do not believe she wished her to exercise 
authority with the children, and therefore they are 
perhaps more indulged than is quite good for them, but 
gentle means and indulgence were Lady Strangford's 
guide; the nurse, too, tho' a Russian, and a young 
inexperienced girl, has also conducted herself in the 
most praiseworthy manner, and I shall certainly advise 
Lord S. to take her to England, tho' with ° probability 
of sending her home again, you know foreigners do not 
succeed in England. Lady S. was particularly pleased 
with this girl, and this I know will be a great 
reconunendation in her favour, and make Lord S. 
anxious that she should remain with the baby, I 
believe I have now mentioned everything. Mr. Disbrowe 
is just returned from the funeral, everything has been 
conducted as it ehould be. Lord S. was dreadfully 
agitated in the church, he did not follow to the grave, 
he could not have borne it. Mr. Disbrowe has seen him 
since his return, he was wonderfully recovered, calm, 
and says he must now think of something else, and try 
to eat something; he asked to see me this evening, of 
course I shall go. I give you these particulars for the 
sake of his mother, who is always so anxious about him. 
Adieu till Wednesday. No Duke arrived yet. 



Tuesday, 30th. Yesterday's post was not unalloyed 
pleasure, the tidings from Walton made us happy and 
grateful ; but the very alarming accounts of poor dear 
Harriet have of course caused us great uneasiness. 

31st. Just heard of a messenger going, and must 
seal. God bless you all. Lord Strangford was very low 
yesterday. 

Your ever affectionate daughter, 

A. D.. 




From Una. DISBROWB. 



St. Petehsburq, 3rd Ju; 



' Tou, my dear Sophy, shall be my victim to-day, and I 

I you joy of your fate I am very much 

inclined to the dismals, just now, and not likely to see 
anything in a bright light. Nothing but cold easterly 
wind prevails here now. We have a second winter, and 
the poor Duke of Devonshire cannot possibly get to us ; 
how tired he must be of his twenty -four days' tossing. I 
hear the Gloiicester is a great tub, a very bad sailer, and 
one of the ugliest ships in our navy. I wonder how they 
could send such a thing to these parts. Perhaps his 
Grace wanted a foil. Twenty-three servants and nine- 
teen horses have been hoie those ten days. 

Papa will laugh ivhcn he hears that the stoam-boat 
which was destined to bring up goods and people from 
Cronstadt draws bo much water that it cannot cross the 
bar ; so this economical scheme fails and Mr. Baird gets 
the custom. Part of the Golovnine House, on the 
Newsky Perspective is taken for the Duke. Papa will 



remember it, I dare say; it is just opposite the French 
theatre. The Ludolfs have an apartment in it. 

I go to Lord Strangford'8 every day, and see him fre- 
quently. The children are extremely well ; Miss Browne 
very calm, but very low. I have not yet been able to 
prevail upon her either to take a walk or drive, but I 
mean to insist upon it, or her health will suffer. . . . 

Lord Strangford is mating every preparation for his 
dpparture, and hopes to get a passage in the Gloucester. 
I hope he may settle near hia mother, or have one of his 
sisters to live with him. Mrs. Elde was Lady Strang- 
ford's favourite, and as she never lives with her husband, 
I should think it would suit her very well to take charge 
of her brother's family. She has one son, whom Lord 
Strangford has fitted out as a cadet to India. Mr. Elde 
is a Staffordshire man. 

Of course we know no more about our own plans than 
I have already written. Here we are certainly fixed till 
the autumn. That Lord Strangford does not return, is, I 
think, pretty positive. Whether a successor is ready or 
they choose not to send one for the present is a question 
that the Secretary of State alone can answer. Sposo asks 
me constantly for my decision about the darlings coming 
out in case we are doomed to remain here another winter, 
but I cannot make up my mind. I cannot resolve to 
expose them to this climate, the voyage would make me 
quite miserable, and I think that the separation will 
cause me the smallest degree of unhappiness of the two 
alternatives; and then I know they are so well off with 



you all and I alone am the sufferer, and this considera- 
tion must console me. 
t. . . . What would you like to have embroidered ? 
loose, and I will order it. My muslin is at a low ebb, 
d I should like it replenished 
Your affectionate sister. 
Mr. Cooper went away in despair. Countess Salahoub 
refused to leave her country ; and though he got the 
interest of all the aunts and cousins and grandfathers, 

Itc., etc., he could not succeed. . . . 
I From Mks. DISBROVVE. 

I Si. Peter8B0bg, June, most likely, the 14tb, 1836. 

^ Dear Sopht, — The letters from "Walton are my only 
real jouissance, and are expected and received with as 
much impatience and gratification as if thoy ^vere of the 
greatest impertance, and so to me they certainly are, for 
what greater enjoyment can I have than in learning that 
my treasures are well and happy. Mr. Bisbrowe now 
says, " Will you have the children out when Mr. and 
Mrs. Law come?" but that will not be till September, 
Suppose then -we should be liberated in October or 
November, it would not be worth while to have given 
them such a voyage for so short a time, or even suppose 
an ambassador does not come till the winter, why, 
without those little dears, Sposo and I might easily 
undertake the journey home; but with them we could 
not possibly move till next spring, or late in the spring, 
BO do not you think I should be wrong to decide upon 
riving these two darlings so much worry and annoyance. 



only 
talent 



better to let them enjoy themselveB in their nice nursery, 
to let them run about the garden and be under their 
excellent protection. 

Mr. Dishrowe and John went down to the Qloucester 
yesterday, to endeavour to arrange about Lord Strang- 
ford'a departure, and next week ia iixed upon. The 
sooner they are off the better, for many reasons, and not 
the least important is that it will increase our wages, and 
then ^ve may be civil to the Duke ; he has only dined 
with us once. Mr, Disbrowe thinks it right to be very 
quiet till master's departure. I bear the Duke has some 
intention of giving us a f^te on board the Gloucester. It 
will be very pleasant, no doubt, but a very long affair, as 
she lies below Cronatadt. We should go from hence in 
a steam vessel. 

Our Extraordinary not being a military character, he 
does not receive the honours paid to the Franch and the 
Swede, who are both Pield-Marshals ; and as he arrived 
the last, he must follow them upon all occasions, which 
is unlucky, for I do not doubt bis being worth ten such. 
His suite consists of Lord Morpeth, Messrs. Townshend 
(Mr. Cholmonde'ey's brother-in-law), ^ane, Dundtia, 
Cavendish, Lord P, Leveson Gower, Lord Wriothealey 
Eussell, Lord William Montague (not yet arrived} ; very 
splendid in point of rank, you perceive, and all promising 
young men, particularly Lords Morpeth and F. L, Grower. 
I hope John will get on with them. It will be a great 
advantage to bim to make such good acquaintances, not 
only distinguished by their rank, but also by their 
talents. 



Princess Soltikoff, a very young, pretty person, is just 
married to Count Potoeka. We are going to dine there 
to-day, to meet the Duke, etc. I quite dread it on 
account of the mosquitoes, which swarm in the island 
just now ; they really destroy all enjoyment of society 
in the country. Luckily our house is so cool and so 
beautifully situated that we need not move into the 
country, and are much better off here. We were on the 
balcony till twelve o'clock last night, and I worked till 
eleven without candles ; indeed now it is light all night. 
I suspect this to be a broiling day ; here we are in the 
shade, and there is a little wind. The thermometer is 
only 18 degrees at this window. Kiss the darlings from 
me. Love to Papa, Mama, and sisters. 

■ Your affectionate A. D. 

■ Wednesday, -. . June. The Duke was four weeks on 
liis passage. 



From Mna. DISBROWE. 

^ST. pETEBSBUno, 'y Jime, 1826. 
Longest day. 
These two last days seem to have lengthened the 
separation from my darling pets, at least as many 
months. The day before yesterday completed the long 
long year that has elapsed since I was blessed with a 
sight of those two precious rosy faces peeping under the 
green bonnets and driving off in such glee. It makes 
my heart ache to think of it, and yet I can think of 
little else. If I could only look forward to some certain 
leriod of our return ; but this suspense, this total 



igrnorance of when this happy event is likely to take 
place makes me doubly sad. Bat dear Meggy, I will 
not treat you so ill as to croak in the only letter my list 
says I have written to you these four months, Is it 
possible I have behaved so ill. Indeed, I can hardly 
believe it, for I do my best to write to you sisters in 
turn. Papa and Mama of course are favoured more 
frequently, and it seems to me I do nothing but scribble. 

I have been wearing myself and my wheels out lately 
in vain endeavours to find something worth sending to 
you Walton folks, but really it is almost impossible to 
get anything short of ruination. However, I have 
made one purchase of Moscow silk. That, I think, will 
surprise you, not by its beauty, but its cheapness, about 
eighteen pence per yard. French silk is dearer than 
in England, and not so choice. Both my brodeiise and 
the Kazan shoemaker have disappointed me hitherto ; 
but two days are still left, so I hope to get my work. 

The party to the ship, on Saturday, went off famously. 
Our house was the rendezvous. We were about fifty- 
five persons, all the beauty of St. Petersburg, (not 
amounting to fifty-five bien extendu). There was 
Countess Zavadovsky, Countess Salahoub, Princess 
Catische Dolgorouky, Mme. Narischkin nee Potocka, 
Countesses Nesselrode, Ribeaupierre, the De la Fe- 
ronayes, Middletons, Ludolfs, ourselves, in short a 
very select, agreeable party. At half-past one some 
embarked on the Duke's barge, others on a Uusaian, 
steamer. At the bar we all got on board an English 
steam-boat and boiled down to the Gloucester, who 



received us with yards manned, colours flying, and a 
salute of fifteen guns. Just as we got on board a 
sudden squall <!anie on, but it soon blew over and 
became fair. A table for eighty was laid out upon the 
poop, and a sumptuous dinner was soon served up. The 
Russian ladies particularly requested there might be no 
dancing, and so did their duty. There is no disputing a 
captain's order on board, so of course when he called for 
a valse, both musicians and foreign dancers obeyed, and 
it went on merrily, the St. Petershourgeois seeming 
very well contented to look on. It was Lady Gran- 
ville's hirthday, and so we all went in colours, the 
Russians as if to a ball in white silk gowns, etc. We 
reached home ahout half-past one, just completing 
twelve hours of amusement. The day and night were 
beautiful, and almost equally light. Who do you think 
is the captain ? why that boisterous Capt. Horton we 
knew at Tours, a great friend of General Payne's, who 
used to say " Ney iStoit un grand Traiteur." Well, they 
remained there seven years ; he Uarnt to dance 
quadrilles with poor Mme. Tailyorer, and sported some 
very flourishing pas the other day. His French is 
capital apropos of French translate ''ce n'est paa uji 
homme a grandes concussions." The same person who 
spouts this phrase says, "j'ai decharg^ mon domestique 
parcequ'il etoit intoxiqu^." 

The sentence on the conspirators will be passed in a 
few days, the Court for the trial is held at the Senate 
House, and for fear their ears should be incommoded 
r prevent carriages passing that way on the Quai. I 



wonder how John Bull would relish such an arrange- 
ment. The streets are blocked up on all occasions here, 
and whenever either wood or sand is brought from the 
canals to the houses, planka are laid across the street to 
facilitate the wheel -barrows and break the carriages; we 
go bump, bump, bump, most unpleasantly. 

Send me a curl from each of the dear pates. 

God bless them. 

Love to Papa, Mama, and your mates. 

Ever your affectionate sister, 
ANNE. 



From Mrs. DISBROWE. 

St. Petbhsbdho, ,- July, 1826. 

Though both Mr. Disbrowe and John say they mean 
to write to "Walton this morning, yet they are too 
uncertain folks to be depended upon, and I will therefore 
prepare my despatch also, and thank you, dear Jane, for 
your historical letter of the 21 June. I am very sorry 
you are . again complaining, or rather that you have 
cause to complain, for you are always so patient. . . 

So after all that paragon, Lady Charlotte Osborne, has 
proved herself a very weak mortal, and made a run-away 
match. I seldom have been so surprised as when Lord 
Morpeth gave me this news yesterday, it seemed so 
much out of her character to be romantic, and surely 
this was romance, to be married privately at St. Gfeorge's, 
Hanover Square, return home, and then go off next day, 
foolish girl. Some say she had promised not to marry 



rithout her parents' conBent, which denotes that the 
business had preyiously been discussed, others that she 
had not seen Mr. SaviUe Fox above six times before they 
married; report is in his favour, and he has a small 
fortune. "What a death-blow to her parent's expectations 
for her, for they certainly were entitled to look forward 
to her making a very great match. Mr. Fox is said to 
be a little timbr^, and I suspect Lady Charlotte must 
hare had a slight touch of the same disorder when she 
took that step. Iiord Morpeth says he was seriously 
smitten himself with her. ... I like this same 
Lord very much, he is clever, has not the smallest 
particle of affectation or finery, is good nature itself, and 
tho' the awkwardest of the awkward in his ways has 
still every appearance of a gentleman, he is by far my 
favourite amongst the Duke's suite. The next in my 
good books is Mr. Townshend, (Lord Sidney's son) who is 
handsome, and not so entirely engrossed by himself as 
Mr. Lundas. . . . Lord Wriothesley Russell is such 
a pretty smiling affected little Gemman. 

As Sposo is writing I have not mentioned him, he 
b^ins to walk alone quite prettily, but is much pulled 
and weakened, and very down in the mouth, but no 
wonder, a week's starvation, confinement, and a good 
deal of pain, is sufficient cause for such effect, and 
besides, in this extraordinary weather it is impossible to 
be otherwise than low and languid, without the addition 
of suffering. The sun has never been able to penetrate 
the dense mist or dry fog these three days, not a breath 
I of air, and the atmosphere like a furnace. 



I 



woods are burning in the neighbourhood, and they say 
what I call mist is smoke, hut it does not smell like it. 

John says I must finish, and I have a thousand things 
to say ahont the ball, about my darling pets, about my 
rage with Miss Sitwell for personifying me, about twenty 
subjects, but I will continue on Saturday. Kiss darling 
0. and A., tell them they must not forget us. Perhaps 
this may reach you on the 1st, pet's birthday, God bless 
her, God bless them both. 

From Maa. DISBROWE. 

(St. p.) Saturday, ^^ July, 1826. 

We live in smoke, breathe smoke, see smoke, and 
Bmell smoke, so of course I can write of nothing but 
smoke. An occasional deep red rayless bright spot 
shows us that a sun still hangs over us, but such is the 
density of the smoke that we can neither see heavenly 
bodies nor the terrestrial objects on the other side of the 
river; not a breath of air to refresh our lungs. It really 
is a most extraordinary state to be in, and vastly 
disagreeable. They insist upon it that it all proceeds 
from the woods which are burning aU round us, but I 
think the state of the atmosphere, the want of rain, and 
the great heat must be the principal causes, it has now 
lasted five or six days, and no prospect of a change. 

Mr. Diabrowe comes down to the drawing-room every 
day, he cannot quite straighten himself, and feels weak 
and achy ; if there were any air to be had he would go 
out in a boat, but in our present condition the house is 
the best breathing place. . . . 



^^_ the best 1 



Do read the "Diary of Ennuyi5e," I am sure it will 
interest you; much of my satisfaction, hoa^ever, is 
diminished in knowing that the authoress instead of 
beiag an interesting young dying woman, has red hair, 
is past thirty, a governess in Mrs. Littleton's family, 
and is married to a lawyer. It forces one to see so much 
affectation in the boot. 

No one will tell me if Albinia has left off her caps. 
I have not yet forgiven Mies Sitwell for her trick upon 
poor little Charlotte, it is enough to drive out the little 
remembrance she can have of me, or at any rate to 
puzzle her recollection. 

I am happy to say that John decidedly goes to 
Moscow whether we do or not. General Domberg offers 
to take him, and I believe they go next week. 

The play I mentioned was at the French Ambassador's, 
uncommonly well performed by the family. Pauline 
looked beautiful; afterwards they acted "Romances en 
Action," they were very pretty. 

Kiss the pets, love to the rest. 

Tour affectionate sister, 
A. D. 



Fhom Mrs. DISBROWE. 

St. pETERauuRoe, Saturday, no Julji 1826. 

^ Tours of the Ist, dear Papa, reached me yesterday, and 
claims my speediest and best thanks, it is so very good of 
you to write such long minute details of that precious pair 

f mine. In seven days darling Oharlottle will complete 



her fourth year, and be entering the dreadful precincts 
of education and good manners, only think of what a 
delightful period in her life I have lost, it makes me 
sigh, Buch a difference as I shall find in her. To have 
lost, too, sweet Albinia's first steps, first words, first 
remarks, it is very sad, is it not ? and in spite of your 
philosophy and experience I am sure you are sorry for 
me. ... 

Mr. Disbrowe has been a good deal thrown back by a 
severe bilious attack, which has left him weak and 
languid; be cannot yet bear the motion of the carriage, 
and begins to tire of tlie monotony of a boat. . . . 

The effects of the accident diminish daily. Dr. 
"Walker saya it will plague him for some time, altho' he 
may soon be ^ble to move about and bear exercise. Even 
if it is determined that we go to Moscow, Mr. Disbrowe 
cannot possibly be able to arrive there but just in time 
for the coronation, for he wUl not be fit to set out for at 
least a fortnignt; however, we should only lose the 
entree. There is some talk of the ceremony being put 

15 
off till after the Fast, i.e. after the 07 and I hope this 

may be true, it will be all in our favour. John sets off 
to-morrow with General Domberg. Mr. Disbrowe 
thought it was best to secure his going, and not to depend ■ 
on our uncertainty. I am afraid it will be a greater 
expense than we thought when we advised him to accept 
the invitation. Each of the party is to shift for himself; 
however, if we go John will only have three weeks of 
this sort of life, and I daresay the Duke of Devonshire 



will often invite him, and beeidea he knows all the Corps 
Diplomatique, and they all take to him very kindly. I 
am very glad he goes, it would have been a pity to have 
allowed a tew difficulties to have interfered with his 
seeing such a sight, and I am sure you too will approve. 
Prince Hohenlohe offered to board and lodge him 
entirely, but he could not help him on the journey. 
Princess Sophie Volkonsky gives him letters, and I 
daresay he will do extremely well; all the world ia on 
the wing, and the Middletons and ourselves will be left 
fione in a very tew days. I am very sorry Maria and 
lleanor Middleton do not go, it is a great trial to them 
to see all their friends setting out, and they to !« left 
solitary here. Mr. M. goes alone, I believe the expense 
prevents him taking liia family, and a very cogent reason 
it is; the community at large have tried to alter his 

I determination, and tormented him a good deal, poor man, 
file girls are very reasonable about it. 
■ Frou Mrs. DISBROWE. 

■ St. PBTEnsBUitG, ig July, 1826. 

I I wonder if my letter will prove magnetic, if it does, 
lear Frances, I pity you much, for I passed all yesterday 
I in my bed, so do not expect a very bright epistle, but I 

cannot allow a messenger to depart without contributing 
to his charge, however unworthy my productions may be 
of their destination. Yesterday I received Jane's of the 
5th July, thank her for it, it was the only thing I could 



Captain Clifford was extremely anxious to sliow us the 
-Herald, so I consented against my self approval to go on 
Sunday, and after church we set off, the Middletons, 
Princess Aline Volkonsky, and several of the Dnke of 
Deyonshire's suite, just the pleasantest of them of course, 
that comprises my fayourites, Lord Morpeth and Mr. 
Townshend, but I also like all the others very much. 
We dined on board. It is the most beautiful bijou of '-a 
ship I ever saw, the cabins elegantly fitted up, and 
everything very handsome. I wish we were to return in 
her in October. At nine we set off in great glee, some 
impromptu charades were acted in capital style, and it 
was admirable how well they dressed themselves in our 
cloaks, and one solitary cocked hat; I never saw better, 
even when greater preparations had been made. 
Marriage was one word. One act, Marie Stuart and 
E.izzio'8 aesassination just as he was singing to her. 
Two act, different ages in procession, and the whole a 
most interesting noces, the parson admirably dressed 
with a black cloak, and a whole sheet of brown paper for 
bands; this same sheet of brown paper transformed him 
into a magpie when Charpie was performed, and he 
hopped about with great effect. 

About eleven o'clock it became very dai'k with a very 
thick fog, and the agreeable discovery was made that we 
had lost our way. Nothing was to be done but to put 
out the steam and cast anchor. 

The ladies went into the cabin, the young ones slept 
soundly, but Mrs. Middleton and I were not so easily 
composed, so we talked. The gentlemen arranged them- 
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Selves on the deck with the cushions of the benches and 
a solitary carpet bag, which has performed the part of a 
throne in the beginning of the evening. AU sorts of 
tricks were put in practice to obtain these accommoda- 
tions, and there was a plentiful quantity of laughing. 
"What made it more piquant was that the Englishmen 
were to set off at seven next morning for Moscow. Not 
one had packed up, and they had all come on this party 
against the Duke's wish, who was " sure they would not 
be back in time." At two o'clock it was again daylight ; 
at five o'clock we reached home. A fishing boat told us 
what direction to take. 

I have just heard that this morning, at three o'clock, 
Eve of the conspirators were hanged near the fortress ; 
but as they were not accustomed to this mode of punish- 
ment, three of the unfortunate men fell from the ropes ; 
how horrid. The next class of the criminals who had 

so been sentenced to death had their punishment com- 

luted to perpetual exile. They appeared on the scaffold, ■ 
had their swords broken over their heads, the epaulettes 
torn off by the executioner, their uniforms burnt, the 
dress of the commonest criminals put on them, and then 
were sent off in carts to Siberia. 

Ryleieff-Kahowsky (who shot Mileradovitsch), Postal, 

Tge MouraviefF, Apostel, and Bostayieff Rumine, are 

le names of those executed. 

If the the utmost rigour of the law is put in force, the 
fate of the exiles will be dreadful. They will be sent to 
the mines, never see the light of day ; and such is the 

iverity of the work that it is said they never live above 



five years. If any indulgence is allowed, they may pJP 
a substitute to do their work, or perhaps even tho means 
of escape may be given them. Poor Princess Sophie I 
know flatters herself that after a few years, her brother. 
Prince Serge Volkonsky (who is amongst those who 
were condemned to death, but who is sent to Siberia) 
may be pardoned through the intercession and' in con- 
sideration of the long services of the mother, and of her 
husband, Prince Pierre, who was the greatest friend of 
the Emperor Alexander, and who is in favour with the 
present Emperor. He is to be Ministre des Appanages 
at Ministre de la Cour. Princess Troubetsckoi (daughter 
of Ctount Laval) is determined to follow her husband 
into exile, but I should doubt her obtaining permission 
to do so, as he has only escaped death by the promise to 
spare Lis life which the Emperor gave him when ho so 
nearly begged it and betrayed the names of all his asso- 
ciates. I imagine the greatest severity will he shown 
him, and that even if his unfortunate wife does follow 
him, she will never be permitted to see him. What a 
dreadful fate ! It is said that the court was moat un- 
willing to give weight to the Emperor's promise in 
Prince Troubetsckoi's case. 

John was off on Sunday with General Domberg. I 
shall not hear of him till the end of this week. Whether 
we go to Moscow or not ia still undecided. I must leave 
you, as I have still several letters to write, and the 
messenger (Erench) goes at eight o'clock. There is such 
a storm coming on, I must shut the window. What a 
dreadful one you have had in England. Count Nicholas 



Fl*ahlen is here, and enquires after Papa and Mama and 
Lady Kinnaird. Kiss the darlings from me. Love to 
I parents and sisters. 

Your affectionate sister, A. D. 



From Mas. DISBROWE. 

St. Petersbubo, Sunday, ^„ July, 1826. 

The great question is at last decided. We do go to 

Moscow, and moreover go in a great hurry, two days 

given me to make my preparations, and on Tuesday 

night we are to he off. It was only settled last evening, 

We had company to dinner. Of com-ae nothing could he 

Ldone in the way of getting ready. To-day is Sunday; 

I nothing advanced, and Tuesday is a great ffite day, 

' hurrah ! However, kind Mme, Bobrinski gives me A 

dress she had worked for herself, and no doubt Mme. 

Turin will do her best for me, and so again hurrah ! I 

tarn very glad we are going, but I fear the journey will 

w fatigue my Sposo a good deal. He is not strong yet by . 

any means ; but you know when there is work in the 

case, he thinks of nothing else. John will procure us a 

lodging, and we intend to be frequently invited out to 

dinner. The greatest part of our time, I expect, will be 

passed in our carriage, the distances at Moscow are so 

enormous. The French ambassador lives seven rersts 

from the Kremlin, the Duke of Devonshire at the same 

distance, but on the other side ; so that they must live 

fourteen versts apart ; and as we intend visiting both 

very frequently, we shall be obliged to go post. Do not 

you rather envy me going to Moscow I to Moscow ! ! ! 



The Empress Mother told Mme. de Stael tnatMoscow 
was compared to Rome, and asked her if she thought it 
was so justly. "Oui, mais Rome Tartare," replied Mme. 
La Baromie. 

We had the Sardinian Embassy to dinner, Le Marquis 
de BrignoUc Sale, and le Marquis de Sommarive, with 
whom I pretended to claim acquaintance, and it turned 
out I had never seen him in my life before. They were 
Milanese, whom we knew of this name. 
,■ Mr. Disbrowe and I travel in the green chaise, Mr. 
Jemingham and Parker in the yellow chariot, I 
thought the attach^ would not like this arrange- 
ment, but he takes to it very well, preferring it to going 
in an open carriage, or to buying one for himself. If 
Parker finds out he is a Catholic, there certainly will be 
a fight ; she would think a fit case for martyrdom — she 
is sucli a good creature. 

Tuesday. We are off in two hours ; capital accommo- 
dation on the road ; require to take nothing but beds and 
eatables. Adieu, adieu. 

Your affectionate A. D. 



From Mas. DISBROWE. 
Moscow !!!!!!! The last five added by Count La Ferrouaye's desire. 
10 August, 1826. 

Who thought some thirty years ago that it would ever 
be my lot to write a letter in Moscow ? Well, but so it 
is. Here we are in this far famed city, within a few 
hundred yards of the equally celebrated Kremlin. Our 
journey commenced on Tuesday night, the first of August, 
and terminated most prosperously on Saturday morning. 



the fifth, only resting one night on the road. I think I 

neyer travelled through such an extent of uninteresting 

country, and the only place to be admired is the to^vn of 

[ Twer, which is prettily situated on the hanks of the 

, ' Volga. At Torjok we slept and meant to buy shoes, 

sashes, and boots; but the number of travellers who 

preceded us had so increased the prices and diminished 

the stock that we made very few purchases. At Twer we 

drank Papa's health, and many happy returns of the 

-fourth of August. 

■ On Sunday, the Emperor made his public entry into 
KHoscow. ne had previously i-esided at Petrowsky, 
nn extraordinary Asiatic red brick palace, close to the 
■town. There was nothing remarkable in the cortege 

excepting the old-fashioned gilt carriages, in which the 
Empresses and ladies came. The Emperor was on horse- 
back, dressed as usual. Next came the Empress Mother, 
I with a crown on the roof of her carriage. She looked 
I wonderfully well, and bowed most graciously. The 
fcyoung Empress, accompanied by the Hereditary Grand 
■Duke followed next. This was quite an affecting sight. 

■ The little Grand Duke is a lovely boy of eight years old. 
He was dressed in a hussar uniform, with his little star. 
The Empress was beautiful, as usual, the expression of 

L her countenance even more than commonly interesting, 

K but serious. It was quite a picture to see her with her 

beautiful child ; but I grieve to say she is grown very, 

very thin and weak, and bears alarming marks of de- 

cliuing health. Next came the Grand Duchess Helfene, 

La blaze of beauty aud health and cheerfulness. The 
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ladies of honour followed by four in oM-ftishioned gilt 
coaches made iu the time of Peter, I should think. 
Adam, I believe, never was in Russia, or I should attri- 
bute them to his days. Papa will describe them. He 
saw them at Petersburg. The rest of the procession was 
composed of the Sfart^cbaux de la Noblesse, anything but 
noble looking ; some squadrons of cavalry, the servants 
of the court; that was all. We were fortunate in 
arriving in time for this sight, though I own I expected 
more show and more costumes. 

Our determination to come to this place had been so 
abrupt that very little time was given to find us a 
lodging, and poor dear John was nearly knocked up in 
trying to get everything ready for us. You have no idea 
of his activity and the information he gains and gives. 
I do not know what we should have done without him. 
He found a house, carriage, servants, and linen ; and no 
easy achievement I assure you. We pay enormously for 
a very tiny svpartment which just holds us, and is not 
over clean, 2,000 roubles a month. As usual I was 
nearly demolished the first night ; the number of ray 
enemies beats anything I ever saw in all my travels. 
They actually swarm on the walls. 

The Duke of Devonshire is very kind to us. We 
have already dined twice with him, are invited again 
to-morrow, and he gave me hie opera bos last night. 
His house is really splendid, and he is doing hia honours 
in great style. His ft^te for the Emperor will be mag- 
nificent 

You cannot think what a treat the opera was to me, it 
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i BO long since I had seen such a thing. It was a very 
respectahle performance, above mediocrity, but no great 
talent. The theatre is merely a large, long room, fitted 
up with two rows of boKes in a private house, and most 
oppressively warm. Mme. la Ferronaye has chosen Sunday 
for her soirees. The Due de Ra^^use receives on Wed- 
nesday, and some Moscow houses are open the other 
nights. Mr. Disbrowe was presented this morning. The 
Emperor told him the coronation would take place iu'three 
weeks, so there is plenty of time for my tail to come from 
Petersburgh. The Empress Mother inquired after Papa 
and John with great kindness. I hope now I shall 
manage to be presented to the Grande Duchease Helfene. 

I hear Moscow has Ycry little native beauty to boast of. 
As yet I have only seen the Beau Monde at the opera, I 
wish to remain quiet for a while on Sposo's account, who 
was greatly fatigued by the journey, and has had almost 
constant pain in his back since, he was grown so thin, so 
iveak, and looked so ill, that I really was quite miserable 
about him. lie has rallied a little these two days, but is 
etili far from what I wish. I am longing for the post to- 
morrow. It seems so far off since I heard from darlings ; 
one comfort I am not farther from them now than when 
at St. Petersburgh 

Friday, , , August. I was not aware when the post 

went out last, and so missed sending it. However, as 

my letter will go by the messenger, I believe it will 

. reach you quite as soon as had I sent it per post the 

nning of the week. 

Wq have been looking about us, but everything in this 



place is so different from any I ever saw before, that I 
do not know how I shall describe it to you. The town is 
irregularly built, extends over a great space, and the best 
houses on the scale of palaces in other countries. The 
Moska is a poor little river when compared to the beau- 
tiful Neva ; but still it adds much effect to the scenery of 
the town. The Kremlin seems a small town walled 
roimd in the centre of the city, and presents the most 
extraordinary diversity of buildings of all ages it is 
possible to imagine, gilt and painted cupolas dazzle the 
eye on all sides, and theii glittering effect is really mag- 
nificent. Perhaps real good taste condemns this mass of 
gilding, but it is impossible not to be struck with admi- 
ration. No two domes are alike in form or colour, some 
are merely gilt, others of a bright lapis lazuli, others of 
a shining green, some painted like mosaic ; in short it is 
impossible to describe the endless variety, and all looking 
as bright and fresh as if only a few months old instead of 
having defied the elements during centuries. Yesterday 
when I viewed the town from the top of the Ivan Tower 
(so celebrated in 1812) I could not help envying the 
unsmoked atmosphere, so different from that which 
envelopes our own capital. Segur's story about the 
Golden Cross from this tower is a fib. It never was 
more than gilt, and the French did not carry it off, nor 
throw it in a lake ; it still maintains its old post. I 
believe there is an equally true history about the great 
ball which is now sunk in the earth near the foot of the 
tower, but more of this when I have studied " Le Guide * 
de Moscow." 




day we dined at the Duke of Devonshire's, 
splendid repast to be sure, cuts out Marmont's 
completely, everything magnificent and costly, but no 
shining Vermeil, all in massive silver, elegance combined 
witli simplicity, just aa it ought to be at the Duke of 
Devonshire's or a British Ambassador's. However, I 
do not mean to decry the Due de Eaguse, only there 
was such a fuss made about him, and so many invidious 
reflections upon our Ambassador, that it greatly rejoices 
me to perceive the present superiority on our side. 
Nothing can be kinder than the Duke is to us, we dine 
constantly with him, and he has invited us every night 
to the Opera, to-night he gives a ball. It was very gay 
at the Due de Raguse the other evening, but so 
excessively warm that I could not stir a step, and 
declined dancing. The ladies were most variegated in 
their attire, and seemed determined to make up for the 
long mourning; but their style is not mine, and tlio' I 
would not follow their example, yet I never feel more 
than in de7ni toilette when by them. More than two 
thirds were in pink the other evening. By~the-bye, I 
recommend you to wear ribbon in your hair, it is very 
pretty, and less expensive than flowers. I shall try to 
get you some gause of the famous Moscow blue, but do 
not yet know where to look for it; more than a trimming 
of it cannot be worn, it is dyed with Verdegris, and is 
not wholesome as a gown, the colour is very fine. 
Yesterday John received Jane's letter, and I Sophy's 
enclosed. ... 
|,o August. By dint of perseverance I shall make out 
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a letter. Do not be uneasy if ymi do not hear regularly 
from me during our stay at Moscow; I am come with a 
determination to see everything, and to be seen every- 
where, therefore little time will be left for writing, it 
will make me the more entertaining in future. We 
began gadding early this morning by going at eight 
o'clock to see "La BfSnediction des Eaux." A small 
temple, or rather chapel, was erected on the river, and 
the same ceremony performed as on the 6th January, 
at St. Petersburg. We were not extremely well placed, 
but had a tolerable view of the procession descending 
from the Kremlin, the priests all in silver robes, and the 
Empress and ladies of the Court in very smart morning 
dresses. The chanting is always beautiful, and there is 
something very imposing in the ceremonies of this 
Church, tho' to my heretical eyes I see no difference in 
a picture gilt and ornamented in precious stones from 
an image, nor discover any more edification for the 
people in hearing the Mass performed in the Slavonian 
language than in Latin, as they do not understand either 
the one or the other. Everything is typified in this 
Church, and every candle, every action, is meant to 
commemorate some part of our Saviour's history. The 
Sacrament is always attended by the symbols of the ' 
Passion and Crucifixion, such as the scourge, the sponge, 
the hyssop. When a Metropolitan officiates, every 
prayer is repeated three times over, every verse of the 
Grospel, in short the whole service is nearly tripled. 
The costumes of the priests are very handsome, and 
their fl,owing bushy hair and long beards have a very 



feet. Some of them wear a sort of Bretelle or 
Banderelle over their shoulders that has much to do 
with the ceremony, and is frequently crossed and 
uncrossed. To-day the Fast is begun, they have four in 
the course of the year, the long one at Easter is the 
Btrictest, and then neither fish nor milk are allowed, 
and they may only eat a sort of mushroom. 

M. de Berg was presented to me the other evening, 
he begs to be particularly remembered to you all. I 
only saw him for a moment. I believe he has quitted 
the Diplomatic line for some home employment. 

The Duke's ball on Friday was extremely pleasant, 
and went off with the greatest eclat; he was in great 
despair, for for the first hour there were only four 
ladies arrived, and the rooms already crowded with men, 
however, the belles appeared afterwards in great force 
in their best looks and best attire. Prince Charles of 
Prussia was the lion of the evening, and a very good- 
humoured lively one too. It is amusing to see how 
thoroughly he hates all etiquette, and how cleverly he 
jilts the grand old ladies for the pretty young ones, he 
did not choose to sit down to supper on account of his 
rank pinning him to two elderly dames, so he walked 
about some time, and then took a plate on his knees 
behind his would-have-been "step mother," Countess 
Catherine Tiesenhausen, you remember her, she fully 
flattered herself some time ago that the King of Prussia 
meant to espouse her, all her prepai'ations were made, 
and the mama already provided with due consequence 
for the occasion, when his Majesty sent her word he had 
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found somebody he liked better. She now looks very 
sweet on the Duke of Devonshire, and even told him the 
other day she did not go out for several evenings. " Je 
me reserve pour vous." Quite a declaration, was it not? " 
Tou have no idea of the free and easy way of the 
E-ussiana, they give their opinion in the frankest 
manner, approving and disapproving, just as if one was 
bound to be guided by their taste or whim. They tell 
the master of the house in the coolest way what they 
think of his ffite, how it could be improved, find fault 
without hesitation, and in short seem to expect that the 
foreigners are come to their country entirely to amuse 
and entertain them in the way they may chooge to 
dictate, and they certainly think it right that the 
strangers should do all the honours of the coronation. 
They tell the Duke of Devonshire exactly what they 
think of his conduct. The proprietor of his house said 
to him the other day, "Je n' avals pas la moindre 
intention de loner ma Maison c' est une idee qui ne serait 
jamais venue dans ma tfite mais I'lmp^ratrice Mere m'a 
tant parle de vous m' a assure que vous etiez un 
tr&s brave homme et tellement engage a vous douner 
ma Maison que je I'ai fait." Amiable man, so very 
obliging of him to make the Duke pay 60,000 roubles. 
And now I must think of ending this lengthy epistle. 
No news yet of Lord Strangford's arrival. I shall 
expect long details about the children from Mama, for 
of course the Dowager will write to her. Good morning 

15 
for the present, „ August. At last there is a prospect 

of this despatch commencing its journey, the messenger 






18 to be off to-night, and I believe my ideas are nearly 
all noted down. Princess Troubetscko'i is just arrived 
here on her way to Siberia, she Las obtained the 
Emperor's permission to follow her husband, and is not 
only resigned to her lot, but even happy to have this 
opportunity of proving her affection to her husband. 
He is condemned to the travaux forces for life; in his 
private life he was amiable and affectionate, supposed 
to be rather weak, but in this business his conduct has 
been most despicable, and he had not even courage 
enough to be a traitor. Her resolution is quite heroic, 
she gives up every comfort and her whole family to 
follow this man who is so little worthy such devoted 
affection, Pour of the conspirators were sent off last 
week from Petersburgh, Prince Serge Volkonsky of the 
number, each one was attended by a Gendarme. They 
went in carts, and were in irons. Princess Sophie 
V. remained to see the last of her unfortunate brother ; 
Princess Aline is here with her father and grand- 
Lother. . . . 

This letter has been written at so many odd moments 
it I fear it is but a sorry production, and moat likely 
incomprehensible in some parts. Do not be alarmed if 
you are some time without hearing from me, the Post 
from here is so irregular I prefer waiting for messengers 
and therefore most litely there will be a long interval 
in my correspondence. Kiss our dear pets for us, my 
heart aches when I think how uncertain it is when I 
may see them, we are in total darkness as to our future, 
lut I suppose Lord S's appearance at the F. Office will 



produce some change and some determination. God 
bless you all. Sposo unites his love with mine. 
Ever your affectionate daughter, 
A. 

FiiOM Mb. JOHN KENNEDY. 

Moscow, August ,„ 1826. 

My dear Pather, — My old excuse of the efficiency 
of Anoe's pen may safely be relied on this time, for 
surely never was so voluminous a dispatch from so able 
a pen found not to answer the expectations of those 
interested. Here we are at this ancient capital of the 
l^ars, reading in every building the progressive history 
of the empire, comparing the creations of a foolish and 
tasteless fancy with the more chaste executions and 
designs of Italian artists. The architecture of several 
churches and gates of the Kremlin, which at first sight 
strike the eye as strongly resembling our Gothic 
remains, recall on further examination the buildings of 
Venice, and I almost am led to believe them the same 
■with those I have seen in. the old paintings. Our 
cursory view of last year was very insufficient, "we saw 
too much to digest anything. The more I now see of 

LI the Kremlin the more enthusiastic I become, and this 

morning when the, banners of the church were slowly 
winding up the side and under the turreted walls 
which surround it, the plump and stately figures of the 
priests appeared, either Poles or Tartars, and I expected 
the statue of Minin and Pojarsky to come to life and 
once more deliver the capital. We have not as yet 



visited any public institutions, and since truth is of so 
difficult an access in this country, I think we shall 
experience more satisfaction if we place implicit belief 
in the beautiful fagades without endeavouring to acquire 
that knowledge by which Russians throw a gloss over 
everything. My letters from Petersburgh acquainted 
you with my early departure with General Domberg, 
with the intentions of assisting at the entry of H. I, M., 
which I had the pleasure after all of seeing in company 
with Disbrowe and Anne. It was the most shabby 
sight, considering the occasion, I ever witnessed, the old 
Court carriages were the only objects of display or 
curiosity. Prince Dolgorouky would not allow the new 
coaches to appear, intending to show not what the Court 
is, but what it was. Why then not do away with that 
Ukase which prevents the Poles and others from 
appearing, with a few exceptions, in their ancient 
costume by encumber the street with common green 
travelling carriages with post horses, drivers and harness 
of true Russian simplicity ? The only compensation 
was the Emperor, who cannot look 111, and the pretty 
picture aiforded by the Empress with the little Grand 
Duke. My journey here was more comfortable than 
worthy of description. Kielmansogge or myself always 
attended the General, and the other remained with the 
old ralet. Where were then the Royal Chocolats, the 
short jacket. That ever regretted fund of spii-its and 
the merry captain were no longer there, and the 
Diligence was supplanted by a snug chariot or Kielman- 
igge's britska, with its wooden supporters, of which 



Parker may well complain. Tell Frances that I ordered 
her pocket-books at Torjok. We recalled to mind our 
different tea-parties and dinners, and endeavoured to 
stop at the same stations. Disbrowe commissioned me 
to get him a honse, confining himself to so small a space 
83 quite frightened me with regard to expense. I 
received the letter on "Wednesday. The lodgings I had 
preriously seen were taken, and a rogue I had to deal 
with obliged me to break with him on ^Friday morning. 
May you never experience dealing with a Russian, they 
are the least conscientious people about contracts in the 
old world. Thus I had to find and furnish a something 
by Saturday morning, Beds are never included as 
furniture, being considered an unnecessary luxury. 
Sheets I had to buy, and so you may not be surprised if 
they complain sadly. An hour more would have taken 
me to the very house I wished to get. I have not made 
any great progress in Muscovite acquaintances, and this, 
from the residence of the Court and great influx of 
visitors, is a bad time to experience that unreserved 
hospitality for which they are famous. But Moscow is 
no longer what it was, the year 12, not so much from 
the actual invasion of the Prench, and the extraordinary 
exertions of the nobility, as from their having thus 
thrown into the hands of the Crown a power which it 
promised but never intended to restore, still continues to 
be the subject of complaint, and the gradual diminution 
of . their fortunes prevents them from even imdertaking 
to restore them. They have no roads open to wealth, 
and certainly the pay they receive for their services to 
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the Government is not likely to procure any augmenta- 
tion of property. The Oarousoffs (the Princess is 
Cooper's second Russian flame but proved equally 
unfeeling; he gave out, on his first arrival in the 
couatry. that he lia:l heard of Princess Ourousofi", and 
meant if possible to marry her) are the only Moscow 
family I have as yet visited. They are friendly and 
allow you to come to their house, sup. and retire as if 
you had known them for several years. They speak 
English amongst themselves, and have succeeded in 
acquiring our language with considerable fluency. 
Moscow and Petersburgh united turn out a good show of 
beauty, and I never saw so many good and so few ill- 
looking ladies at any previous balls. "We (Petersburgh) 
have, however, the advantage, and show our superiority 
in other respects; for instance, all Petersburgh belles 
dance quadrilles, many Muscovites refuse from ignorance. 
Music and such acquirements as are not actually 
necessary in the ball-room do not seem cari'ied to any 
perfection. I have made my bow to Princess Zeneide 
Volkonsky, and assisted at one of her music parties. 
She is a very good performer, has a good strong voice, 
and sings with great feeling and that execution acquired 
by immense practice. We played charades, and consider- 
able interest was given by selecting appropriate scenes 
from the different novels of the d;iy. I felt rather 
ignorant, as they were generally taken from French 
authors, and the few novels I have read are those of 
Walter Scott. Luckily this life that begun with the 
ik and ends with it will not come again into trial 
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before the coronation, as I do not know Low long dancing 
till four may agree with my constitution. I already 
know how it agrees with my intellectual faculties, as a 
day began at twelve or one, ia as good as thrown away. 
A rumour was spread abroad which however unfounded 
I beHevea it creates amusing speculations, viz., the 
residence of the Court at Moscow during the winter. 
The delicate state of the Empress' health gave rise to it, 
but it would be more likely that she should be left 
behind than that the seat of Government should be 
transferred. I should like to try the change, but do not 
expect to find Moscow as a residence more lively than 
Petersburg. I regret the Quays, and Russians here seem 
little inclined to give parties, they commission strangers 
to amuse them. A striking difference is immediately 
felt between the two capitals. At Petersburg everything 
was known, every whisper repeated, at Moscow nothing 
of what is going on is known, and there seems no focus 
for information. We are bewildered by the distances, 
and Petersburg seems small in comparison. The great 
want of regularity in the buildings is however the 
principal cause of the deception. (I must not, however, 
call it entirely deception, as a drive from Countess 
Orloff's to the Duke's, from one extremity to the other, 
occupies nearly an hour.) I must now draw my 
"communication verbale" to a conclusion. Had I been 
a Tchernichelf I might have experienced and therefore 
related a thousand romantic adventures in which love 
would have had a principal share, or had I a little more 
of the powers of description, I might have dwelt at 



length on a moonlight view of the Kremlin, which 
certainly surpasses any scenery of tliat kind I ever 
witnessed. Our old Nijny friends, the horseman, 
Toumicaire's troop are here. The young ladies have not 
improved, and notwithstanding their fortunes cannot get 
married. It is odd that I found myself when looking at 
them next to Prince Nikete Volkonsky, Princess 
Zeneide's husband, whom we met at the fair. And now 
I adieu, give my best love to all, and believe me, my dear 

^^^^Sather, your truly affectionate son, 
^■[ JOHN KENNEDY. 






From MBa. DISBROWE. 

Deab Papa, — On leaving Petersburg we left orders for 
HOnding you a barrel of cucumbers, do. Uncle K., Lord 
Cassillis, &c. They were to be consigned to Mr, Pead. 
It is taking a great liberty, so pray make our apologies 
to him, but literally we did not know how to send them 
otherwise. Tour affectionate daughter, 

A. D. 

About a month ago. Countess Litta, enquired tenderly 
ifter you, and asked where yon were " En Angleterre 
Mde." " Comment DEJA" was her astonished reply. 
She understands geography well ! ! 



Froh Mbb. DISBROWE. 

MoBoow, gq August, 1826. 
[ wonder I know how to hold my pen I am grown so 
r about taking it up. To be sure the last dose I sent 
I was sufficient to last you some time, I really wrote 
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till I could not see, and great nonsense no doubt some of 
it was. My presentation to the Grande Duchesse H^lene is 
just over, and I will give you an account of it before I 
take my finery off. She was extremely gracious, ex- 
pressed much regret at not having seen me earlier, aated 
much after Papa, was sorry " qu'eUe n'avait pu re- 
nouveller connaissance avec Lui ; " in short we had a 
long chat, in which I contrived to slip in Papa's thanks 
for the box of which she seemed to know nothing ; and 
here I am home again, if such a hole may be so dignified. 
In less than two hours we must be off to a great dinner 
at the Buke of Devonshire's ; a heroine in blue satin is 
my character for the day. 

Whether it is that old age comes upon me apace or 
that I am grotvn lazy and stupid, I knoip not, but certain 
it is that the least dancing or raking half kills me ; and 
it is as much as I can do to summon up sufficient 
strength for sight seeing. The Treasury is extremely 
curious and interesting, it proves however that modern 
jewellers are not a whit more expert than the ancients. 
The crown of Vladimir Monomagne, which is eight 
centuries old, is quite a specimen of beautiful enamel ; 
the gold chains worn by the same Monarch would grace 
our most fashionable belle. The crowns of Siberia, 
Astrakan, Cazan, etc., are merely golden skull caps edged 
with sable, and cannot have been becoming, I am sure. 
The modem Imperial crown ia splendid, entirely of 
precious stones, made for Peter the Great, and the little 
crown for the present Emjiress is like a filigree of 
diamonds, and very beautiful. One of the most interesting 
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treasures was the litter on which Charles the 12th 
was home at the battle of Pultava {vide Vatel ClafF). 
The coronation robes are preserved, hut age has made this 
part look very much like rag fair. 

The churches resemble each other bo much in the 
.tenor that having seen one is sufficient to give an idea 
of the whole. They are either more or less gilt, all in 
the shape of a Greek Cross, and the great altar cut ofF 
from the rest of the church by a screen or partition, 
behind which females are not allowed to go. The whole 
of this is covered with pictures, ornamented with gilding 
and precious stones. The robesof the priests areveryrichly 
embroidei-ed, some entirely covered with pearls, but of an 
inferior sort ; this I believe I told you before. I received 
Mama's second letter of the 26th July the other day. If you 
only could know what a comfort it is to me to receive 
these letters. Mine to you can give you no idea of it, for 
jihough I know you all love me a little, yet it cannot be 
hat I feel for those two little precious souls. "When, 
when shall I see them again. I begin to despair about 
it. My only stay now is the hope that Lord S. and Mr. 
C. may fight, and thus cause an expeditious change in 
our quarters. 

There is very strong report that the court will remain 
at Moscow this winter ; it is recommended as a better 
climate for the Empress. The question will be decided 
on the , „ September, and in the meantime those who 
have homes aud houses at St. Petersburg are in a great 
iright. I think I should like the change if I must re- 
tain in Russia, They talk of the coronation on the 



22nd, but I believe no one knows exactly. The parties 
go on as usual ; tbose at our Duke's by far the most 
agreeable and gayest. Even the French themselves own 
this, and attribute it to the contrast between the two 
ambassadors, one they say being elderly, married, rheu- 
matic, and " imposant par sa renommi5e," the other 
young, gay, dancing, and only known from his rank and 
riches, which do not awe the ladies so much as the 
Marshall's '"attributes." Be the cause what it maybe 
the fact is incontestible. Pour ladies are to he shown to 
me to-night at the Due de Kaguse, and if upon inspec- 
tion I approve of their looks, they are to be introduced to 
the Duke of Devonshire. It is quite amusing to hear 
the recommendations with which friends desirous of 
being invited to the Duke's are puffed off. When they 
tell me "elle est tres jolie," I never hesitate to authorise 
their going to him, but otherwise I am extremely 
cautious of either appearing to invite or in any way of 
doing the honours, and disclaim lustily all pretention to 
either. Great part of his suite is gone to Nijny. , . 

Lord Stormont and Mr. Talbot are arrived, each seven 
feet high. The Eussians must think we are a very tall 
nation from the specimens now here. Lord Stormont is 
a nephew of Mrs. Mills. He is Lord Mansfield's son. 

The preparations for the illuminations at the coronai- 
tion are quite wonderful. It will be a magnificent sight. 
The wall and the towers round the Kremlin are entirely 
covered with the frame work, and will be a blaze of 
light. I cannot imagine, however, how they will contrive 
to light such innumerable lamps. There are tables for 
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twenty thousand people laid out near the town, where 
the populaco is to be regaled with dinner and fountains 
of wine and water, for fear of their heing too tipsy, a 
failing to which they are much given ; hut they always 
look 80 happy and so comfortable in this state that I think 
they ought to be indulged in it now and then. 

We have a very nice church here, but this I already 

mentioned Thank you dear Mama and 

Sophy for yours of the 30th. Expect the next letter 

from mo to he a thunderer and so I shall 

;.«ddress it to Papa, 

To-night I am to chaperone a- Princess Sophie Mest^ 
cheska (to the hall) whom I never saw, and to introduce 
three whose names I do not know. My adopted child, 
Aline Volkonsky, is ill, and has only been out twice since 
I came. Tell Papa that Princess Zeneide is a most 
agreeable person, and sings magnificently. She was very 
disappointed at not seeing him last year, he ought to 
have gone to the country ; so the youngsters were right, 

she is a famous actress and an authoress 

General Dornberg does not return to St. Petersburg, hut 
goes home from here. I fear his daughter is dying, or 
at any rate that she will never recover I fear, I am 
sure I do not know what I fear for Sposo has put it out 
of my head by some nonsense. Do not be overcome if 
my nest letter bears a new date as to place. 1 am 
boiling, and I am capable of wishing an Honourable 
Secretary of State was boiling, as Papa says, " only hold 
him over, not drop him in," More anon. Kiss the 
isures over and over again. 

Your affectionate sister for ever. A. D. 
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From Mbb. DISBllOWE. 

Moscow, AugitBt _„, 1826, 

Though I do not mean to swear as I threatened, yet 
my letter shall sttU he addressed to you, dear Papa. 
You pretend to tlie contrary, no doubt, but I am sure 
my last must have excited your curiosity, and you are 
wondering what I meant by a change of date, and being 
in a great rage, you shall be satisfied forthwith ; and as 
circumstances have improved, so has my temper, though 
the cause of my indignation still exists, yet as the eflfect 
produced is contrary to what I apprehended, I will be 
content not to lavish much abuse. 

Tou remember we were much embarrassed as to 
ivhether we were to attend the coronation or not, and no 
orders reached Sposo; however, his masters gave him 
work to do with Count Nesselrode, and as this statesman 
was off in a few hours for Moscow, it was necessary to 
follow him, and we came too, in a giffy ; and never con- 
ceiving tha.t folks at home would do anything so absurd 
as to desire Mr. Disbrowe not to attend the coronation 
when thoy had given him business to transact on the 
spot where such a ceremony was to take place. We 
quietly took advantage of being here to see the wonders, 
never supposing what an affront, what a most disagree- 
able, unaccountable, unheardof order was in store for the 
King's Minister Plenipotentiary, an order which was not 
only personally affronting, but derogatory to the of&cial 
character he hears. Every accredited person from the 
other courts were desired to assist at the coronation in. 
addition to the Extraordinary Ambassador or Minister. 
The British Minister alone was made an exception, and 



received an order to remaia at St. Petersbiirgli, where 
no business could possibly be transacted during the 
absence of the court, beyond the routine of the consular 
affairs. However disagreeable to hia feelings and con- 
trary to the etiquette and respect due to this court, Mr. 
DisbrowQ felt obliged to obey orders. Our preparations 
began, the intention was announced, and Mr. Disbrowe 
went to take leave of Count Nesselrode, whose astonish- 
ment was excessive, and he urged every argument to 
induce him to stay, but obedience is the duty of every 
servant of Government, and Sposo was steady, however 
much he regretted the step. It was announced duly to 
the Emperor, who was also petrified ; but the charming 
man made it a particular request that Mr. Disbrowe 
should stay, and he then considered it incumbent upon 
him to remain, though extremely annoyed and hurt at 
having been placed in a situation so unpleasant, and to 
he obliged to decide between such conflicting duties. 
However, he considers it right to meet the Emperor's 
wish, and though his conduct will bo unjustly censured 
at home, he feels conscious that he ia doing as he should 
do. I am so rejoiced, for though I behaved magnani- 
mously, I was most exceedingly disappointed at the idea 
of returning to St. Petersburg. Dear, dear Nicholas, 
how much obliged to you I am, you not only procure me 
a great amusement, but you save me from the very 
painful feeling of seeing my Sposo treated with marked 
indignity, I know where I wish a few hard twinges to 
be applied. The great toe of a certain home autocrat, 
Lwill, I hope, smart for this undue and absurd exercise of 
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his tecreiarian power. Why even poor Sweden sends 
the ordinary mission as well as an Extraordinary Am- 
bassador ! ! Fie ! fie ! Mr. G. C. to show your power by 
thiB patty parade of it! You have no idea how 
annoyed the Duke of Devonshire was. Indeed, every 
one who heard of our going was up in arms about it, and 
it quite created a sensation, it was thought so disre- 
spectful to the Emperor ; the charming, good, dear 
Emperor, J would not affront him for the world, and he 
was so kind to Sposo before this affair, too ! 

The Duke of Devonshire used every argument in his 
power to alter Sposo's determination, he thought it so 
very wrong; even calm Aline Volkonsty waa moved, 
and almost cried to lose me, whilst her Papa thought 
only of it in a political light, and was very indignant at 
the slight to his master. Had I not reason to boil? 
John had leave to remain, and the Duke most kindly 
offered to attach him to his suite. . . . 

Next Sunday is the great day, I expect it will be a 
magnificent sight and very interesting. The Grand 
Duke Constantine arrived very unexpectedly the other 
day. The meeting between him and the Emperor was 
quite affecting and they both wept. It is a very great 
extraordinary part that the Grand Duke has acted, he 
certainly appears in a noble character, an elder brother 
resigning the crown and becoming the subject of the 
younger. I trust no latent feelings of regret may 
arise to trouble the union and attachment that is now so 
conspicuous in this Imperial family. 

The beautiful, charming Empress is much better. 



The ceremonies of next Sunday will try her strength, 
and I fear fatigue her. Did I tell you that it is only 
the Emperor and the two Empressea that dine in the 
great hall with the clergy and first classes ] the rest of 
the Imperial family look on from a sort of pigeon-hole 
in an entre sol above. There is to be a costume ball at 
the great theatre, the decorations look now very tinaelly 
and gaudy, but I daresay the effect will be good. 

Count Orloff Thesminsky is to give a fete of some 
sort, and there ia to he a dinner given to the Emperor 
in the Manege. The Duke of Devonshire's regular 
parties have ceased, they were very gay and very 
handsome, but it was time they should cease, for people 
began to come uninvited, and some looked queerish. 
At the last an officer whom I had never seen came up 
and introduced Mme. la S^natrice something, his wife 
and aunt or cousin, all of whom I had never heard of. 
I asked the Duke who they were, and he having seen 
the introduction to me thought them invited by me; 
who they were neither of us know. The gay way in 
which the ladies dress here shows ofi" the balls famously. 
Sposo will not let me have a Verdigris gown, and they 
are so lovely I am longing for one, I dare say it would 
not kill me half as much as it does every other blue ; it 
it rather odoriferous and occasions much sneezing, but 
it is a splendid colour notwithstanding these trifles. 



From Mrs. DISBKOWE. 
Hardly have I allowed myself time to disrobe ere I 
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attempt a description of the magniticeiit sight from 
which I have just returned, tho' my head aad my ideas 
are ratlier dazzled, and not likely to dictate a very able 
performance. 

At half-past seven this morning the Corps Diplo- 
matii^ue assembled in the ancient Palace of the Tsars, 
in a low hall whose walls were covered with gil ding 
and saints at full length. 

Monday. The above showed my good intentions, not 
a line farther could I proceed, what with the chattering 
around mo and the fatigue I could not overcome. , . . 
But no more egotism, let us talk only of yesterday's 
glorious spectacle, it was at once a magnificent and 
interesting sight, splendour and feeling combined, a rare 
occurrence. The procession began to enter the 
Cathedral of the Assumption about half-past eight 
o'clock, the Empress mother opened it and took her 
seat upon a small throne entirely covered with turquoise, 
and under a canopy to the right of the Emperor's. It 
must have been a trying moment for her, this is the 
third time she has performed in a coronation. The 
procession was composed of the several Imperial 
establishments, deputations from the provinces and of 
the merchants, the general officers, etc., etc., and clergy. 
The Emperor was attended by his two brothers, the 
Grand Dukes Constantine and Michel, and the Emperor 
and Empress were seated on great chairs yclept thrones, 
under a canopy, the Great Officers of State arranged on 
either side of them, the Grand Dukes close to the 
thrones, the Corps Diplomatique stood on the left on 




raised benches by the wall of the building, the ladies of 
the Court were on the opposite side ; the thrones of 
course faced the High Altar, where stood the Priests 
magnificently habited. The ceremony began by music, 
which was quite divine, the Archimandrite or Archbishop 
tiien approached the Emperor and read him a long 
exhortation in very good Slavonic or llusse, I know not 
■which, H. I. M. then took another book and also read 
aloud, this I conclude wore his promises to be good, his 
brothers and other dignitaries then invested bjrn with 
the Imperial Mantle. Here began Constantine's fine 
part, placing his younger brother in his own stead, 
voluntarily resigning to him that Imperial sway to 
which he himself had so just a right, performing the 
duties of a subject in a manner that showed he was one 
of his own free will, and apparently happy in so doing. 
It was very fine indeed, and is I believe an unparalleled 
trait in history. In appearance he is greatly inferior to 
the Emperor, being short, thick, and saus trancher le 
mot, remarkably ugly, with a most disagreeable 
expression of countenance, quite a caricature of the 
Emperor Alexander; but his want of beauty does not 
militate against his noble conduct, for which we must 
give him full credit. T^lien the mantle was arranged 
the priest presented the crown to the Emperor, who 
took it and placed it on his own head, he then bent over 
the Bible and the Archbishop prayed over him. The 
Empress mother now approached and embraced her son; 
this was quite atfecting, for Imperial dignity and 
-grandeur seemed forgotten, and it looked like the happy 



union of a domestic circle, the Grand Dukes and the 
Utile Hereditary Prince followed, and the Emperor 
Beamed quite overcome with emotion, The young 
Empress now approached and knelt before the Emperor, 
who removed the crown from his own head and placed 
it upon hers for a few seconds, he then resumed it and 
put a smaller one on her head, which four Ladies of 
Honour advanced to fasten on, she was next invested 
with an Imperial Mantle, the Emperor then raised and 
embraced her, and she received the felicitations of the 
Empress mother and the Grand Dukes, they both 
descended to the altar and received the Sacrament, after 
which the Archbishop delivered an extemporary 
discourse, prayers and psalms were sung. The whole 
lasted about three hours and a half; it had been 
curtailed on the Empress's account, otherwise it would 
have been much longer. It was delightful to see the 
Emperor's solicitude about the Empress, he looked 
pound to see how she was every five minutes, and 
insisted upon her sitting down almost the whole time. 
She looked fatigued, but seemed to bear it very well 
altogether, she wore nothing on her head but her pretty 
little crown, and her hair was arranged in a profusion of 
curls and long ringlets hanging to her shoulders. They 
are a magnificent couple, quite worthy of being 
Imperials, (not on the top of a carriage, N.B.) After 
leaving the Cathedral they proceeded to two other 
churches, and then entered the palace. 

It is impossible to describe the spectacle that 
presented itself on the exterior of the Cathedral, the 



immea93 crowds of people that were assembled and 
arranged on raised benches to a great height. It was 
quite beautiful, even the sky seemed to be crowded with 
spectators, for some of the scaffolding was raised to the 
steeples. Only the two first classes were admitted into 
the Cathedral, and therefore this crowd on the exterior 
was remarkably elegant, being chiefly composed of the 
nobility of the other classes. The Cathedral I believe I 
have already described, it looked very handsome when 
lighted up, but its chief ornament is the gilding; ueithar 
the paintings nor the architecture are fine, and it is 
ertremely small. Everything was so well arranged 
yesterday that it was neither too crowded nor too warm. 
Our Corps did not follow the procession but returned to 
the gilt hall, where breakfast was most considerately 
prepared for us, and very happy were we to partake of 
it, it was then twelve o'clock. At three we proceeded 
to the banquetting hall, had the satisfaction of seeing 
the two first classes and the clergy seated at tables with 
every prospect of getting a good dinner, whilst we 
merely remained till grace was said, and the Emperor's 
asking to drink was the signal for our departure. He 
sat between the two Empresses and was served by the 
dignitaries of the Court; the Imperial children with 
the Grand Ducbeeae Helftne, and Prince Charles of 
Prussia, looked on from a pigeon hole above. 

I should much like to know what pretty things the 
Emperor said to the Grand Duke Constantine when he 
delivered him up his sword previous to receiving the 
Sacrament, he smiled so kindly. 
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In the evening the Kremlin and public buildings were 
most beautifully illuminated, the steeples and towers of 
the churches, the gateways and walls seemed as if they 
were made of light, the outlines of the architecture 
and forms were so well traced out. I never saw any- 
thing to equal it either in extent or execution; it 
was all done in the style of the iUumination of the 
capital, everything in yellow lamps but the great Ivan 
Veliky Tower, which was lighted to the cross in dark 
colours. 

I hope Papa received the croaking letter I wrote last 
week. The post before last brought me no letters from 
Walton, and the last failed entirely, so that I am 
extremely impatient for to-morrow. Mr. Disbrowe 
means to return to St. Petersburgh immediately, but I 
think it cannot now matter how long he stays, and as 
we are here and my dresses are ready, I want very 
much to see some of the fetes, particularly our own 
ambassador's, but that is imluckily fixed for the 
,Q which is very late. The whole ends by the Cocagne 
for the people on the 13th, O.S. 

I am sure I little expected ever to look forward to 
St. Petersburgh as a home, and yet I almost feel as if I 
did now, there certainly will be a vast improvement in 
our comfort when there, but there is no one there I am 
anxious to see, no prospect of meeting a soul I care for. 
How I do long for another return. My sweet little 
treasures, how I do wish to see you. Mr. Disbrowe and 
I often talk over how we shall manage to stow at 
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Walton, and have even contrived space for Louisa and 
Harriet to be there at the same time, some months we 
must be together, it will be charming. . . . 

Amongst the favours dispensed at the coronation, old 
Countess Lieven is made a Princess, and the title to 
descend to her children, the ambassador, her son, has the 
order of St. Andr^, the first of this country, (a light 
blue ril)bon) but I do not know whether he becomes a 
Prince at once or waits the death of his mother; Madame 
de IJeven would be greater than ever as a Princess. 
Prince Pierre Volkonsliy is named Ministre dee 
Appanages, and Ministre du Cabinet, with 50,000 roubles 
per annum. Old (pardon) Princess Kourakine ia made 
Dame du Portrait, and her spouse raised to the rank of 
Field Marshall. Old Princess Volkonsky received the 
order and star of St. Catherine in diamonds. Count 
La Ferronaye (French Ambassador) has the St. Audi^, 
Count Blome, (Danish Minister,) St. Alexandre Newsky, 
General Sehiieler, (Prussian Ministre) do. Mile. Salahoub 
(vide Mr. Cooper) is Demoiselle d'honneur. These are 
all who I fancy will interest you, or perhaps you care 
about. General Diebitch (all the Dbs.) and M. de 
Tatischeff (Prussian Minister at Vienna) are made Counts. 
Pozzo di Borgo (Russian Ambassador at Paris), Count, 
Papa's Stockholm friend. General Suchtelin, has the blue 
ribbon, St. Andre, Count Litta, blue ribbon, and Grand 
Chamberlain. Witgeostcin and Saacken, Field Marshals 
(real ones). This is quite enough for you, and now my 
dear Sophy having told you all I know except that my 
dress yesterday was much admired, my silver gown, you 



inow, and a silver embroidered train over lilac satin, 
English plames on my head, I will e'en take leaTe. 

I enclose some nonsenses for the children, kiss them, 
for UB both. Lore to Papa, Mama and sisters. 

Always your affectionate sister, 

A. ». 



From Mrs. DISBROWE. 

I little expected to write a^ain from Moscow, but here 
we are still though half packed up, and ready as soon as 
the Emperor's commands are made known to us. This 
day brings many recollections to my mind. On its last 
anniversary we were at the Newsky Cathedral, where a 
Te Deum was celebrated in honour of St. Alexandre, the 
patron Saint of the Emperor. He was then the picture 
of health, surrounded by his family and a brilliant 
court, who joined in prayers for his prosperity and 
health. One short year since, and what is he now ! or, 
indeed, what was he two months after that day ! How 
many changes have taken place within this short period 
of time, bis death, the abdication of Constantine, the 
conspiracy with all the discoveries, and the consequencea 
of it ; the death of the Empress Elizabeth, the new era 
which opens upon Kussia, a new reign, a coronation, at 
which the elder brother acts as subject to the younger, 
and places him on the throne he refused to mount ; but 
I cannot enumerate nor can I in any way express upon 
paper the many recollectiona that crowd upon my mind 
on this day 



j^g September. The ball at court was a splendid 

Assembly ; it was held in the Banquet Hall, which 

looked very handsome, and suited well for such an 

occasion. It was hung in crimson velvet, with the arms 

of the provinces emblazoned. Although the immense 

I pillar in the centre from which the roof branches off in 

I arches took up much space, yet it divided the company, 

r and had a good effect. 

We met at seven o'clock, in full court dress, habit 

I Russe, which means the train and body separate from 

I the gown. The Countess Litta was the most splendid 

I In diamonds. She wore two plain rows of great size 

I round her neck, and her toque was covered, even the 

I crown of it, with brilliants. The Empress Mother was 

' not present. The Empress Alexandrine polonaised with 

the great men in turn, the Emperor witli the great 

women, your humble servant included, of course. He 

again spoke to me about our remaining, and repeated, 

" qu'il faut mettre tout sur son dos." There was no 

other dancing, and it was over in an hour, which 

I was as much as the Empress could support. She 

t was covered with diamonds, but did not look as pretty 

las usual, but always graceful. The Grand Duchess 

f H^lfene was in great good looks Sposo 

I asked me who I danced with ? Such a question ! as 
I if I should condescend to dance with any one else besides 
I the Emperor and Prince Charles of Prussia ! This same 
f said spouse of mine says be is afraid I shall get quite 
• spoilt ; but, indeed, I see no particular danger here. I 



Ao not think I receive more attention than I have always 
been accustomed to. 

As there is no answer yet about our 

moving, I mean to go to the ball at the theatre to-morrow, 
as a Russian, a pretty little compliment we strangers 
pay to the natives in adopting their costume ; light blue 
and gold for a serafln or gown, and ponceau embroidered 
in gold and pearls for a cap, not exactly like ray old 
blue one in shajie, but very nearly. I am still without 
a veil, and am now going hunting for one. It is a very 
expensive dress, but I have economised more than my 

neighbours Kiss the treasures. Love 

to all. 

Your affectionate A. D. 



From Mas. DISBROWE. 

Moscow, , J September, 1836. 

I may aa well prepare a letter for the next post, 
having a few spare moments. . . . 

I am writing under eueh a headache, the consequence 
of the splendid fete we attended last night— the costume 
ball at the great theatre, or as they call it here le Bal 
Masque — I presume because all sort of disguise is 
positively forbidden, and the men must appear in 
uniform, but without swords, and wear their hats on 
their heads the whole time, and '" des Nobles Venetians," 
not blinds, but Dominoes. It was said that there were 
six thousand persons present, without counting those in 
the boxes, and the squeeze corroborated this. At similar 



JKtes in the Palace, at St. Petersburgh, between twenty 
and thirty thousand people are admitted ; but there is 
much more space for them. Most of the ladies last 
night wore the Russian costume, which, when orna- 
mented with jewels, as it was last night, is beautiful, 

Land very becoming. The gowns or serapliins are made 
of the richest stuff, cloths of gold, etc. ; both the Empress 
and Grand Duchess wore it and looked lovely. I made 
my Kokoshnick very brilliant with the contents of my 
jewel case, and was told it succeeded extremely 

[ well 

There were many rich Russian merchants, with long 

^beards, and their ugly wives covered with diamonds last 
gilt. Amongst the company, the Khan of ^ Tchergise 

' and the Kahness or Ifme. la Canne as the French chose 
to call her, were in a box. She wore a rich caftan in 
some dark coloured stuff, a fur cap pointed on the crown, 

I and a large veil. She is very young, fair, and as pretty 

I as Caimouek features can permit, little twinkling eyes 
set very far apart, in a broad, flat face. It always 
appears to me as if these faces were originally made 
without eyes, and then slits cut for them to be sunk in. 
The Grand Duchess Hel&ne asked her, the other day, 
how she liked her husband having several wives. She 
said she did not mind ; that he had only one besides 
herself whom he liked very much, and that she was the 
one he liked and esteemed most, but she believed he 
meant to take a third. She speaks German, Russian, 
and I believe some French. The wife of the Hetman of 

^ the Kossacks was also there. She is very like an 



ambulating feather bed, mounted on bed posts, vears a 
dark cloth gowu up to her chin, a coloured sash, diamond 
buttons down the front of her dress, and a blue silk 
handkerchief tied flat round her bead. She has followed 
her husband in all his campaigns, and it seems to have 
agreed with her. She says she has retained her national 
costume because the Emperor Alexander approved 
of it. 

I have just seen Count Matzusewich, who says there 
were 5,300 at the fete last night. The theatre looked 
extremely handsome. The centre lustre is quite re- 
markable for its size. It held 2,500 lights in circles that 
diminish towards the top. It was curious to see the 
man lighting it ; he waa suspended by a rope from the 
ceiling, and hung in the centre of the lustre ; it is not 
glass, but bronze. We assembled at seven, supped at 
nine, and it was all over about half-past eleven. 
Nothing but polonaises were danced. The Ambassadors 
were at the Imperial table ; the rest of the diplomatic 
corps were at a separate table, which was fixed round 
orange trees, and ornamented with very handsome, 
ancient gilt silver, embossed and very curious. To- 
morrow the Corps des Marchands give a dinner to the 
Emperor in the Great Manege, only gentlemen to be 
present, and excepting the ministers, none but military 
people. The two ends of the building are laid out like 
gardens, and a room is enclosed in the centre — an open 
temple would have had a better effect, and then the 
parterres at the ends would have been seen to advantage, 
now they are quite hid. The Manege is seventy-nine 



renes long, and twentynsne wide. I believe a sagfene' 
18 six or seven English feet. I wish you would send me 
the dimensions of Westminster ITall. 

Mama asks John in her letter of the 20th if people 
exiled to Siberia are allowed to see their friends ! Not 
without a special permission from the Emperor. Indeed 
the immense distance almost renders it impossible, except 
in similar instances with the present, where the pai-ties are 
rich ; but the present example is without precedent. I 
believe, and neither the crimes nor the punishments have 
been conducted as formerly. The great change of feeling 
and civilization within the last fifty years in this country 
prevents the example of former days being followed. 
The condemned are dead in the eye of the law ; they lose 
not only their property, but their names; but these 
families are preserved from these sufferings by the 
clemency of the Emperor, who has not punished the 
children for their father's crimes. He has also given 
their wives and friends permission to follow them. The 
punishment oven annuls their marriage, and their wives 
may marry again if they chose to take advantage of such 
divorce. In this case, however, most of these unhappy 
women intend following their wretched husbands; but 
any children bom in exile will be considered as peasants ; 
they do not share the nobility or name of those born 
previously. It is yet uncertain whether the poor people 
will be allowed to see each other more than once a week ; 
only fancy the misery of such an existence. Princess 
Troubetsckoi must travel four thousand versts before she 
can learn the ultimate destination of her husband, and it 



is possible he may be sent to the frontiers of China, seven 
or eight thousand versts farther. She is only twenty- 
five; it is dreadful to think of such a fate. The old 
Princess Volkonsky is determined to follow her son, and 
give him her blessing. To my great surprise her family 
do not discourage this idea, but seem to think it feasible. 
I think, however, the Imperial Family, who are much 
attached to her, will contrive to prevent it ; it seems to 
me impracticable, and yet Princess Zeneide V. talks of it 
as nothing extraordinary of having a tent pitched on tte 
Steps or Desert, a physician to attend her, that the 
climate is better than at St. Petersburg, and that in the 
winter the trainage will avoid the great fatigue of bad 
roads, etc. The journey from St. Petersburg to Moscow 
they consider as a mere step, not worthy of being called a 
journey. Five hundred miles is, however, no joke in my 



All the world is gone to a parade of fifty thousand 
men. I have a cold, and besides, I am sure it will not 
be finer, nor half so amusing as the one in the winter for 
the Duke of Wellington, when the horse lost his tail. 
John has bought some crape for a turban for Mama, of 
Moscow blue. Mixed with white she will be able to 
wear it, but alone I do not think she can. Sposo 
positively forbids my wearing it, and very nearly laid 
violent hands upon a little bit I bought, just to say I 
had some. 

I have bought you some very pretty gold ribbon for 
your hair. Tou must divide it amongst you as honestly 
as you can, but I do not know when I can send it. . . 



I do not know whose turn it ia to have a letter'5?5m 
me, so Margaret, you shall have this, my dear. 

Your affectionate one, 

A.D. 



From Mrs. DISBROWE. 

Moscow, ,g September, 1826. 

Surely a letter with such a date must he worth ten 
from any other place, so, dear Mary, set this down on 
your account hook accoixling to my valuation, and then 
pay your debts honestly : but make no remark, if you 
please, on the modesty of your correspondent, or if you 
do, remember it is place, not contents, that make her 
epistle so valuable 

I hardly know how to choose Kussian subjects for you, 
whether Moscow and its gilt cupolas, or the coronation 
or the fetes will amuse you most. Towns seldom succeed 
in mere description, and this one in particular is difficult 
to place in the mind's "eye," unless it has really been 
seen by the physical eyes, and I fear you will be little 
the wiser for knowing my account of it. It is very 
irregularly built over a great space, eo that the distances 
from one acquaintance to another are tremendous, and to 
pay a visit is to make a journey. Were I to reside here 
I should certainly choose my friends according to streets, 
and measure my attachment by versts, otherwise the 
greatest portion of one's time would be passed in the 
carriage, and Moscovite paving is not of the best ; but it 
is the Kremlin that gives the greatest interest to this 
^-city. Do not fancy as I always did, that the Kremlin is 



a palace, for it ia a small town of itself, surrounded by a 
wall, and immediately above the river ; the most singular 
assemblage of buildings of all styles and ages that it is pos- 
sible to imagine. It contains a number of small churches, 
the domes and cupolas of which are either gilt or painted 
in gay colours, and present a dazzling, splendid spectacle. 
Their forms, too, are most extraordinary, but I am sure 
I know not how to describe them ; a bulbous cupola does 
not sound scientific, but I cannot find another expression 
more dignified. Each church is surmounted by a 
number of these. (I shall certainly go distracted, these 
horrid Moscow flies bite and torment me so, worse than 
Ogwell wasps in days of old — excuse the digression). 
From the Duke of Devonshire's terrace I counted a 
hundred and forty-nine steeples, so you may judge how 
devout the Muscovites are. The churches, however, are 
extremely small, to allow of their being heated in the 
winter. They all resemble each other in the interior, the 
altar being separated from the rest of the building by a 
partition or screen, which ia entirely covei-ed with gilded 
saints, their dark faces looking to great advantage through. 
their gold or silver cases, and their crowns generally 
studded with precious stones, or when poor, merely 
ornamented with wreaths of flowers. "Why a picture 
thus decked out should be preferred to an image I cannot 
conceive, and I believe the Greeks and Catholics them- 
selves would be puzzled to answer me. The music in 
these churches is quite divine, it is always vocal, no 
instrument permitted. The Priest's garments are mag- 
nificent, many of them embroidered in real pearls and 




^old all over. They have long hair and long bearda, 
which is very striking, and has Ti good effect. 

The coronation was a most interesting sight. The 
Emperor is a remarkably handsome man, the Empress a 
beautiful woman. Such a couple are rarely seen, and 
their attachment to each other is quite exemplary. 
Then the part which the Grand Duke Constantine fiUed 
at this ceremony is sufficient to immortalize him. It is 
a trait unparalleled in history, and will certainly furnish 
a bright page in future. The cheerful, simple way in 
which he performed the of&ce of a subject that day 
plainly showed that he was a voluntary one, and when he 
embraced his brother after assisting to invest him with 
Imperial dignity, I am quite convinced he was sincere in 
his attachment and congratulations. It was most affect- 
ing to see the Empress Mother blees her son. How 
many recollections must have crowded on her mind at 
that moment to embitter the glory of seeing a second 
child ascend the throne. It was the third coronation at 
which she had taken part. The Emperor removes the 
crown from the Archbishop's hands and places it on hia 
head himself. He also crowns the Empress, who kneels 
before him. The whole ceremony lasted about three 
hours. It had been curtailed on the young Empress's 
account. Her health is very delicate, and she is over- 
come by the least fatigue. The Emperor kept watching 
her the whole time and obliged her to sit down during 
the greatest part of the ceremony. Wo diplomatists 
were very well placed, and great attention is paid to us ; 
but we move about like a flock, a master of the cere- 
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monies performs the part of a strict shepherd, and keeps 
us in great order. " 

The ffites since have been a hall at court, when there 
■was no other dancing but polonaising, in order that the 
old may have the same chance as the young in being 
taken out by Imperials ; then a bal masqu^, at the 
theatre, so called, I suppose, because all disguise is par- 
ticularly forbid ; but the men must wear dominoes over 
their uniforms, their hats on their heads, and the officers 
without swords, There were 5,300 persons present, most 
of the ladies in Russian costumes, which we strangers 
adopted in compKment to the court. The Khan of the 
Tchergisa and his wife were there, the Hetman of the 
Kosacks and his rib, bearded shopkeepers and their better 
halves covered with diamonds, real Circassians and 
Georgians in full costume. It was a very curious and 
fine sight. The French Ambassador gives his f6te on 
"Wednesday, and on Friday the Duke of Devonshire his 
entertainment, which I hope will surpass all the others, 
as his fetes have hitherto done. He has won the hearts 
of all the Russians, and has done the honours splendidly, 
and everything about him is in the very best style, 
worthy of the king he represents. His suite is better 
composed than any other, and in short nothing can be 
better organized than his embassy. Now adieu, dear 
Mary. Your'ever affectionate 

A. D. 




FaoM Mrs. DISBROWE. 

Mosouw, , jj September, 1826. 

I Two minutes ago I heard a measenger is to be off in a 
few hours, impossible, of course, to let him go mthout 
something from me, however little I have to say, or little 
time to say it in. However, he can take the ribbon for 
my sisters' hair, and the crape John bought for Mama's 
turban. It has already changed a little, I perceive, and 
not lost its odour, which is not only disagreeable, 
but unwholesome. Do not look at it by day, it is a 
candle beauty, but then it is superb. Here several ladies 
have gowns of it. 

The Persians hare taken MenschikofF prisoner, in con- 
sequence of which the Russians have declared war against 
them this very day, so there ia a piece of intelligence for 
you of the very freshest. Sposo has just returned from a 
most extraordinary hunt ; it was intended for a wolf 
chase, but the sagacious beast refused to run when put 
at liberty. By dint of flogging they prevailed upon him 
to move, when he immediately took to the river. Two 
men aUghted, and went to fish him out ; one seized him 
by the tail, at the same moment the other twisted his 
whip round his neck. This treatment offended him ex- 
tremely, and he in vain attempted to wreak vengeance 
on his gaolers ; they however kept at a distance, and 
once more placed him on terra firma. The dogs barked, 
but dared not bite. However, wolf did not like their 
company, and took shelter among the equestrians, where 
he quietly squatted down. The hunt laughed and rode 
off in pursuit of other game, and Sposo came home, wet 
through and very hoarse. 
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On Saturday last we made an exourBion to a Monastery 
about sixty yersts from hence. Mr. de Ludolf and 
General Hauwitz and \ia four (Mr. Jemingham, makes 
the number). It certainly is very rich, and worth seeing, 
but I think hardly worth going so far for it. There are 
no fine pictures, no statues nor architecture in these 
Greek churchf^. Their riches consist in gold and silver 
shrines and the fine dresses of the priests, but no sou- 
venirs attach to them ; and having seen them, they leave 
little impression upon the mind. Not so with the 
Italian churches, is it I 

I have wisely contrived to get a very bad cold, and am 
a prisoner^ saving myself for the Ambassador's fStes on 
Wednesday and Friday, and on Saturday positively start 
for St. Petersburg. From thence my next letter will 
probably be dated- Everybody but me went to the Bal 
de la Noblesse last mgh.t. It was very splendid, and aa 
hot and crowded as two thousand people could make it* 
I have seen the rooms, and can easily fancy the rest 

The young Englishmen made a, piu-ty to Borodino last 
week, but I do not hear of its having being very interesting. 
Lord William Montague must have enjoyed it parti- 
cularly, for having incautiously invited a Frenchman too 
much to be of the party, he was under the necessity of 
becoming outside passenger, and travelled on the back of 
the carriage, where the trunks are usually stationed. 
How anxious I am to get to St. Petersburg ; three posts 
will await ua there. Sir Daniel Bayley has already 
begun to detain them, and it is now a whole week since 
I laat heard of those two precious darlings that occupy so 
much of my thoughts. I am almost an au bout de ma 



N'ature, and do not know what I ahall do if this cruel 
separation lasts much longer ; no prospect of a new 
ambassador either, and consequently no present hope of 
release. We are determined to take advantage of the 
first movement of liberty, even if it comes in the middle 
of winter. It is said the court starts for St. Petersburg 

25 
on the _ October. The Emperor first performs a pil- 

grimage to Troitza (where we went the other day), and 
then visits Nijny, etc. Those trees we sent are the 
transparent npple. I am afraid there is no chance of 
their succeeding. The Duke of Devonshire takes some 
over in pots, growing, also some stirlette spawn, to intro- 
duce them in England. I am afraid they will grow up 
gudgeons. 
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Fkom Mrs. DISBROWE. 
Moscow, , 



September, 1826. 

It certainly is extremely condescending of such a 
great personage as myself to write to such a little body 
as yoiirself, dear Frances, and I hope you are fully 
sensible of the honour; to be sure my greatness is 
rather on the wane, and I had better make a merit of 
my affability while it is in my power. The Shah of 
Persia was anxious that / should see all the fetes of the 
coronation out, and theiefore very kindly went to war, or 
rather provoked the Russians to declare it against him, 
so of course / have abundance of occupation with the 
Foreign Of&ce here, and am detained here much longer 
than I intended; however, I have serious ideas of calling 
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upon the Erapei'or or Count NesBclrode to pack my 
trunks next time, as they have made me undo them 
these two times, and I do not find it the most agreeable 
of occupations. No doubt you suppose me to be 
rhodomontading all this time, but I assure you that the 
reason H. I. M. has paid me and the Duke of Devonshire 
so much attention was because of the ticklish state of 
affairs between Persia and Russia it was necessary to 
curry favour with England, and 7ny influence being so great 
it was best to secure it. "Si non h vero e ben trovato," 
and it is just as good a reaBon as another. Kow to give 
you the details of a succession of five fetes — no, first I 
must unburden my heart and tell you that our letters 
have been detained at Petersburgb, and that I shall not 
hear from my darlings till I get there, and when that 
will be it is hard to say; we cannot start till Saturday 
next, and the roads are in such a state that it is 
impossible to say how long we shall be on the journey, 
and we do not intend to travel at night, it has poured 
incessantly the last five days, and to-day the post has 
been retarded. It will be an awsome expedition I expect, 
however, there is something in the idea of finding a 
budget on our arrival that is very charming, it is a 
welcome to look forward to. . . . On the 20th the 
Due de Baguse gave hie ball, and a very handsome one 
it was too, upwards of 800 persons attended it. Madame 
de la Perronaye assisted the Marshal to do the honours, 
and acquitted herself to admiration. Both the Emperor 
and Empress were dressed in white in compliment to 
Prance; her gown was trimmed with marabouts, and 
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diamonds studded down the fi-ont and over the whole of 
the body of her dress, she looked extremely well. A room 
had been built expressly for the supper, it was painted 
in flowers, and the lamps were all hung with wreaths, a 
semi-circular table was placed at the top of the room for 
the Imperial Pamily, the Ambassadors, Madame da la 
JPerronaye, the Dames of Honour and Damea da Portrait, 
(they wear the portrait of the Empresses), the rest of the 
ladies were seated round small tables dispersed about the 
room ; it was very handsome and perfectly served. The 
gentlemen had a second supper later in the BTening. 
Each lady received a bouquet of natural flowers on 
arriving, but the hopes of a fan as well proved vain. 
Months ago we were told that the Marshal intended 
distributing some, also nosegays from Natier'a, but it 
was a fib. On the 22nd the Duke of Devonshire gave 
his ffite, and here / did the honoiirs, went to the door to 
receive the Imperial pair, handed the Emperor upstairs, 
polonaised with him, remained by the Empress the 
whole evening, supped with her, talked with them both, 
in short I was greater than great, ajid they were 
kindness itself to me, and I was very happy and only 
iry little nervous ; the Duke was in raptures, for the 
.press danced a mazurka with him, and they both 
were delighted with the fete. The ball-room was the 
prettiest thing possible, the walls were quite white 
stucco or faux marbre, and it shines very much and is 
quite smooth. The only ornaments were pink roses 
without leaves, an immense circle of wax lights 
lupported on a wreath of roses was suspended in the 



centre by very fine wires, so that it appeared as if held 
by magic. Our King's and tbe Imperial cyphers were 
traced in roses on the walls, a large colonade or peristyle 
rather, for it is round and vaulted above, opened from 
the ball-room, and was lined with pink and white, and 
a full length portrait of the Emperor in his coronation 
robes ornamented the centre, the effect of the whole was 
beautiful, tho' it is not very large. The supper was 
laid out in the Orangerie on two long tables, the 
Imperial table was placed across in a raised alcove at 
the end of the gallery, the hangings were in crimson 
and blue sUk, it was very handsome, indeed splendid, 
for the Duke's plate is magnificent, all in embossed and 
frosted silver and antique forms, nothing could have 
succeeded better. Their Majesties were in red for 
England, and in great spirits, seemingly enjoyed them- 
selves very much. Papa's delight, the Grand Duchess 
Helen, looked uncommonly pretty, and was so pleased 
tbat she danced more than she ever did in her life, and 
stayed till past three; she gave me such a sweet kiss 
when she went away. The Emperor is always very 
tender, and the Empress quite friendly. Only think of 
me playing such a part. I tell the Duke that my 
greatness emanates from him, and that now he is going 
I must return to my former littleness, he, however, 
remains the great man, which is I think hard upon me. 
We returned about six o'clock, and how long do you 
think I slept next day ? We ought to have gone to the 
Dowager Empresses' Institutions at half-past eleven, but 
as I did not open my eyes till four in the afternoon it 
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was impossible ; it was so ridiculous, and such a long 
time before I made out all about it, Parker called us 

I then, for she began to think we were asphixiated, and 
;Was quite alarmed, g- Now for the Russian entertain- 

' ment given by Prince Yourousoff, it was quite an 
enchantment. The company assembled in a pretty little 
theatre fitted up in blue and silver, a short opera was 
performed which lasted one hour all but two minutes, 
for everything was timed, the Imperials then polonaised 
through the suite of rooms and dancing commenced. 
In less than two hours supper was announced, and we 
were ushered into what had been the theatre, but now a 
a floor was laid down, the roof was covered with a 
netting of silver cloth, the sides hung with blue and 
silver di*aperies, two beautiful silver lustres suspended 
that each held two hundred lights, tables laid in the 
first tier of boxes which faced the Imperial Family who 
were seated at the extremity of the stage, and two 
parallel lines of tables extended to the boxes. It was a 
fairy scene, and seemed to have been done by magic. 
The floor was laid in twelve minutes, and five minutes 
allowed for hanging each lustre. In one of the dancing 
rooms the supper tables had been laid behind silk 
hangings, and no one suspected they were there. The 
entrance to the house was like a garden, in short it was 
altogether a novel scene, and a perfect ffite; the 
Russians are enchanted at the success of their country- 
man. . . . The Empress looked better than ever, 
iiese amusements seem to do her good, and make her 
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forget all her anxiety and the dismal scenes of the last 
nine months. 

I do all justice to tlie Due de Raguse and Prince 
YourouBoff and acknowledge that their fiStes were 
very handsome, but still I cannot help thinking that 
the Duke of Devonshire's was the moat gentlemanlike 
and in the best taste. To-morrow Countess Orloff 
Tchismensky gives her ball, and great expectations are 
entertained about it, she is a single woman and very 
rich. But what grieves me is that the people's f6te has 
not yet taken place, and the weather has broken up, 
and it has been further delayed on that account. It 
was a great mistake not to have bad it the day after the 
coronation, for the Emperor certainly belongs more to 
the people than to the foreigners and grandees, and their 
amusement ought to have been sought first, particularly 
as it was to be in the open air; besides in a political 
point of view it would have been more judicious and 
made more impression upon their minds. It was to 
have taken place on Monday last, and now to-morrow 
is fixed for it, but tbo' it looks a little brighter this 
morning, I fear it will still be cold and comfortless, and 
the field wliere the tables are placed is quite a bog. 

Leave-taking has seriously commenced, the Swedish 
Extraordinary Ambassador, Marshal Stediugk, bad his 
audience yesterday, and the others will probably kiss 
the Emperor's bands on l^iday. The Duke of Devonshire 
is quite sorry to go away, he returns to St. Petersburgh 
in hopes that the roads in that part of the country may- 
be better than between tliis and Warsaw, the accounts 
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of them are dreadful. I hope he has really liked his 

embassy to this country, nothing could have been done 
in better stylo than he has performed his part, and he 
has made a most favourable impression upon the society 
at large. To us it was impossible for anyone to be 
3dnder, and we shall always preserve a lively recollection 
of his friendly attention. I do not know whether Papa 
saw Marshall Stedingk in Stockholm, ho is a remarkably 
fine old man of eighty, and has been twice sent as 
Ambassador to this country before this visit, some five 
and twenty years ago; he is to have a steam -boat at 
Abo, so I hope his voyage will be more expeditious than 
poor dear Dad's this time last year. 

I believe I have now given you all the gossip of the 
place, excepting that report says that Prince Boris 
Tourousofi' is to marry Madlle. Narischkin who has such 
a slender waist. Marie Narischkin, or the four thousand 
peasant girl, or the daughter of "votre devou^e a jamais 
servante, Anne de Narischkin" takes M. Bulgarine for a 
husband, the widow. Princess Zouhofi", with 8,000 
peasants, means to espouse Count Schouvaloff, she was 
Ijord Clauwilliam's flame last year at Carlsbad; she is 
rery young notwithstanding her former husband was 

.me favourite and Minister of Catberine II, He 
married her to spite his relations, and then died very 
soon after to spite himself; she was of very low origin, 
her present intended was to have married the daughter 
of the beautiful Narischkine, but she died. All this 
flnust be very interesting to you. 

Thursday, in Just returned from the ft^te populaire, 



some say there were 140,000 people assembled, the 
Emperor says 200,000. . . I cannot swear to either 
number, but it certainly was a very large company, and 
a regular scramble, the guests had full liberty to carry 
away whatever they could lay hold of. The tablecloths 
wore torn to pieces, the tables broken up, the provisions 
appropriated, the wine swallowed in a twinkling, and no 
sooner were the contents disposed of than they began to 
demolish the very buildings. Vou have no idea of the 
havoc and confusion; the weather was dry but cold and 
dark, and the ground a complete swamp, The Imperial 
Family, Diplomats, etc., were in a very pretty temple in 
the centre, but too low and too distant to see the whole 
fun to advantage. The Empress brought her children, 
two dear little girls, whose sweet voices went to my 
heart, they trotted after their Mama, and seemed very 
happy. The young Grand Duke was in a Hussar 
uniform, and walked about with great dignity and quite 
at his ease. I really begin to think we shall be off on 
Saturday. There has been an engagement between the 
Persians and Russians in which the latter were victorious. 
Prince Menschikoff has been liberated. 

Mr. Talbot has again returned to the plan of passing 
the winter at Petersburgh, Lord Wriothesley Russell 
also. The Laivs arrived in eight days, only think what 
an expeditious passage. ... I must finish for I 
have so much to write, besides a great deal of packing. 
God bless you all. 







FnoM Mrs. DISBUOWE. 
St. PETERaBUBG again. ~ o^itob^J'^''' ^^^^■ 

We arrived on Wedne-sday last, quite in time to have 
announced it to you, dear Papa, by that post, but we 
were by far too much occupied in reading the produce of 
J?ce posts that awaited us to allow of our thinking of 
ourselves. How I did devour all the charming news of 
the pets and the details of Walton doings. Your's of 
the fifth and Mama's of the fourth. Prances and Bella's 
of no dated period, Sophy's of the tenth, beaides John's 
budgets, were the letters that welcomed us, and a most 
kind welcome they were. We performed our journey 
famously, and instead of finding the roads dreadful as 
we expected, they were better than when we tra- 
velled over them in the summer. We left Moscow at 
four o'clock on Saturday ; Mr. and Mrs. Disbrowe in the 
green chariot, Mr. Bowfhoff and Mrs. Parker in the 
yallow, Messrs. Jerningham and Kennedy in the dili- 
gence, which was hired on your plan, and which we 
favoured with all our superfluous baggage, such as four 
Imperials, etc. Arrived at the first post we were greeted 
by the pleasing intelligence that there we must wait till 
four" the nest morning. However, by dint of bullying, 
we got horses at eleven, and proceeded on to Torjok, 
which we reached at eleven o'clock next night, and took 
up our quarters till seven the following morning. We 
travelled the two next nights, and arrived on the English 
Quay at twelve o'clock on Wednesday. I had hard 
work to persuade Sposo to let me travel the two nights. 



he pretends I am tired, but it is not at all the case; 
I am as fresh as possible, and very happy to have 
escaped a E-ussiau inn. The dignified dilly moved more 
niajestically than us, was five nights on the road, and 
only made its appearance yesterday (Thursday), at ten 
o'clock. However, neither of the travellers eomplain. 
John is in high spirits, and declares they had a very- 
agreeable journey. An order overtook them from the 
Moscow office, to take off some of the baggage, but they 
resisted. Your all finding the unmade shoes too small 
for grown up feet amuses me very much, and puts me 
in mind of Cinderella. They were intended for children, 
and were a present to me from Mme. d'Alopeus. I 
bundled them off with the idea that you might please 
several mamas by furnishing their brats, and my two 
being overstocked, I sent them to be at your disposal. 
I find just the same fault with the bracelets that you do, 
but pray how am I to remedy it ? Kazan is some way 
oflF, and we must just submit to what they send us. 
Count Kielmansegge being gone, I know not how I shall 
get those he promised to order for us. However, I 
believe the banker, now Baron Steiglitz undertook the 
commission, and I must find out somebody who knows 

him, for I do not John wished much to 

write by this post, but I have persuaded him to wait till 
the next, lie desires me to say that he has done 
I'rances' commission exactly, and that he promises to be 
equally attentive to any the others may charge him with, 
but they must be equally explicit. He also says that 
the Bashkie bows and arrows were so dear that not even 



I 



' Alexander Malot could afford to buy 
course he waits till another opportunity. . 



From Mrb. DISBROWE. 

St, PETERanuRH, 



October, 1826. 
To-day this Saturday, 14 October 
S., 2ad O.S., A.D. 1826, the Extraordinary Embassy 
broke up. The Dulte set off this morning with Lord 
Morpeth. Messrs. Townshend, Cavendish, and Verity. 
'We really ought to put on mourning, for to us it is a 
great loss ; the Duke has been so particularly kind to 
us, he has afforded us so many pleasant hours, so much 
agreeable society, and procured us such particularly 
desirable acquaintances. I especially ought to grieve, 
because I have been a much greater personage in conse- 
quence of his patronage than I ever was before or am 
likely to be again, but I must bear my descent with 
patience. He promises to get acquainted with Papa and 
Mama, and you all, on the very first opportunity. Tou 
need not be under the least alarm, speak loudly and 
distinctly, as gaily as you please, he likes nature and 
unaffectedness, and to be at his ease. Give him all 
the Russian news you know, and the acquaintance will 
grow into friendship, though I have affronted him. he 
Bays, because I am always running after Mr. Dislrouie, 
and did not pay liim a morning visit here ; he says all 
ladies do. I think he liked his Russian sifjour, and well 
he might. If the conviction of having won the goodwill 
the natives, of having gained their entire satisfaction. 



of haying fulfilled his trust in the moat splendid, hand- 
some, gentlemanlike style, worthy of the nation he 
represented, is a pleasant feeling for. him; he certainly- 
may indulge it without hesitation, for this is the entire 
truth, without a particle of flattery, and I am sure the 
public voice would confirm it. His private worth is too 
well known to need my meed of praise, and many a 
distressed Hussian has reason to bless his visit to this 
country. 

Did I tell you that we lose Mme. de la Ferronaye and 
Pauline this winter ? Such a blank to us. I do not 
know what we shall do without them. We means the 
society at large, for they were a general resource. Her 
mother's precarious health obliges her to return to Paris. 
Lady Paulina (as she likes to be called) is in despair, 
she prefers this place to Paris, and indeed here she is a 
much more important little personage than there; 
besides, she knows many more people of her own age, 
and has been here so long that it is almost her own 
country. She is looking beautiful, and is a dear little, 
spoilt, saucy, wayward, clever body that everybody 
indulges, and cannot help it 



Fbou Mu3. DISBROWE. 

17 
St. PETBasarRQ, _ October, 1826. 

Did I tell you that Monsieur de Garciaa is come here 
as Secretary to the Spanish Legation ? I have only seen 
him once in the street; he knew we were here, but 
would not call until his Minister presented him in due 




form, and Monsieur de Paez was not then returne<l from 
Moscow — what propriety! He says Mme. de Viergolle 
13 gone to her brother. Baron de Leden; had she joined 
her father-in-law's family immediately upon her hus- 
band's death, they would have taken care of her, but 
now they have lost all interest about her, and she is 
in great poverty. The Emperor returns to-day, and the 
illuminations are to be splendid. Our's is particularly 
tasty, wreaths are entwined round the four pillars at the 
door, and a crown and N.A. surmount it, all in yellow 
lamps. They improved St. Petersburg very much in our 
absence. Tell Papa that instead of the narrow planks 
in the Newsky Perspective, they have laid down four 
broad divisions in wood, so that the horses, as well as the 
wheels, are off the stones, and in the great Moscoi they 
have macadamized two roads, one on each side for the 

carriages 

Does Papa know that Lady Bloomfleld has joined her 
lord at Stockholm ? The enclosed is from Eleanor 

'Ludolf. The pelisse she thanks Charlotte for is one I got 
from England, like the children's pink ones, and gave 

in Charlotte's name Jane's nice letter of 

the 26th September is duly arrived. She is a famous 
correspondent. Mr. Talbot makes me give him all the 
Staffordshire news you write. He is to have the run of 
our house just as he likes, and we consider him an 

_ attache. I like him extremely, he is so odd and enter- 
lining, and perfectly unaffected, and at the same time 
^ clever. We wish, by attention to him, to mark our 
nse of Lord Talbot's kindness to George Disbrowe. He 



20 1; 



is a charming corapmion for John, though they are like 
size ace toi^ether. At Moscow they gave him the name 
of Ivan Velikoi, or John the Great. The famous tower 
in the Kremlin is so called. Papa will describe and taste 
the wit of this. Here are the Moscow Mazurkas, at least 
those that they played there always. Copy them for 
Lady Kiunaird, and tell her to surprize the Duke with 

I them the first time she sees him. Tell me particularly 

I how Jane is 

L Kiss both the darlings, and love to all. 

^^1 Your affectionate sister, 

^H 

^^^^^B^ From Mua. DISBBOWE. 

^H[^ (St. p.) 22 Jan.. 

"We have just received the anuounce- 

, ment of the poor Duke of York's death, not direct to Mr, 

Diflbrowe, but through the iRussian Government, I am 
very anxious to know how General Taylor bears this 
shake, for to him it is a great affliction, he was so 
sincerely attached to the Duke. Of course also it must 
entirely change his official situation, and I cannot hut 
fear that such an accumulation of cares at once may upset 
him. Here there is also a suspension of gaieties, and 
another mourning for the poor folks, who were only just 
beginning to amuse themselves. It is particularly un- 
fortunate for this society, as it was dnly during the 
carnival that they could dance, which is the delight of 
their lives, I forgot dress, which is the principal staff of 
their happiness. I am so much diverted at your anxiety 




comi 






^bout working cotton, as the women who work so well 
here always use English. No one tells me how I execute 
commiBsions. Did Papa like the bracelets I sent by Mr. 

Femingham better than those I sent before ? They are 
[e here. John says he is quite entirely well to-day, so I 
hope his new diet will set him quite to rights. The 
complete quiet of the next ten days will be of advantage 
to him. Poor fellow, he has had but a dull winter 
hitherto, I perceive Papa is persuaded of the wisdom of 
the present generation by his expecting his son to be 
more than perfect. He certainly does his best to be so, 
and I wish Daddy would let him think that he (Papa) is 
aware of these good endeavours. Mr. Disbrowe has not 
yet read Mr. Blick's letter. He says he keeps it aa a good 
deed to perform. I am sure when he does he will foi^et 
all former disapprobation and admire such an entire 

ievotion of time and interest to his calling. Mr. Blick 
Certainly knows his own affairs best, but I am not sure 
whether he is quite justifiable in thus embarrassing his 
own private comfort. I hope he may have hia reward 
most sincerely. So my little brats have deprived you of 
your only chance of amusing yourselves this winter. I 
think visits to Catton might have been managed without 
your bringing home the measles to my treasures. Ey- 
the-bye you three little ones have not had it yourselves. 
My conscience is free, it is too early in the season to take 
them. His Grace of Devonshire is feasting upon our 
iumbersj or rather upon youra. I am going to tell 
that the least reparation he can make for this 

ibbery is to invite all those he has stolen from very fre- 



quently to dinner. Your admirer, M. de Kriidner, is 
here, but is hardly ever seen. We gave a dinner ex- 
pressly for him, and he never came, forgot it ! He has 
favoured us once since. He seems out of sorts, but 
means to visit Walton if he goes to America by England. 
Havre is recommended to him as an embarking place. I 
must go out to order my hat before the news of the 
Duke's death is publicly known. Such magnificent 
sledging, but I cannot enjoy any pleasure in it on account 
of my eyes, and because I do not like the cold. On a 
summer evening it would be delightful. Sposo is fat 
and hearty. Kiss the little petlinga for us. How soon 
Albinia will be three years old, the darling ! 

Ever your afi'ectionate sister, 

A. r. 



From Mb3. DISBROWE. 

St. PBTERaBUHOH, 30th January, 1827. 

I do so long to have a chat with you, dear Mama, that 
I must indulge myself, and I think I may do it without 
risk to my eyes, as I really believe they are better tho' 
still not very famous, two mild days have relieved them, 
and prevented their suffering much from the distressing 
scenes I have witnessed in the poor Middleton family. 

Eleanor died on Thursday, and I immediately went to 
try and be of use to the afflicted survivors, as a country- 
woman and the only person of their own religion with 
whom they were in any degree intimate. I have the 
comfortable assurance that my endeavours were not lost, 
and feel that I was of use, though they have borne their 



fliction -with so much fortitude and calm resignation 
that there were few calls for exertion on my part. I 
think the scene has done me good, and I hope the 
impression may be lasting and teach me a lesson that 
amidst the innumerable blessings and prosperity I am 
allowed to enjoy I might otherwise not have thought of. 
. . . Our own mourning and seclusion on account of 
the Duke of York's death enabled me to give a great 
portion of my time to these poor people, and my good 
Sposo saw I behaved so well that he approved of my 
charity ; what a good thing it is not to have nerves, here 
men, women, and children are martyrs to these horrid 
ingredients of mortality. . . . 

Princess Sophie Volkonsky is still in bed, more from a 
whim or the ignorance of her physician than necessity. 
The man must be a ninny, for he has given her over 
these four months for a complaint that she never has had, 
hut she thinks him a Phoenix, and will listen to no other 
advice. I hope in the spring she will be able to go 
abroad and get out of this man's clutches, I do nothing 
but abuse him to her, but she thinks me joking, and 
only laughs. Only fancy a doctor in regimentals, he 
belongs to the Chevalier Garde, and therefore wears a 
uniform, the most extraordinary appendage to a sick 
room that ever was; I tell her she ought to blush at 
being attended by an officer, for he just looks like one, 
I am reserving to myself the pleasure of sending some- 
thing to Lady Anne Baird, so do not forestall me ; her 
four daughters must have each a pair of Torjok shoes, 
and alike too. John is just beginning to break his head 



and aWns at the ice mountains, and boasts of a few 
trophies. . . . Tell Papa that the Middletons, 
LudolfB, Volkonstys, M. de Paez, Lavals, and Counters 
Litta always enquire most tenderly after him, also hie 
devoted Princess KouraMn, and the Bayleys, The 
Ijaval's give a soiree dansante to-night. Their daughter, 
Madame de Lebzeltcrn, has just presented them with a 
granddaughter, "to the inexpressive joy of the whole 
family." 

(From Mk. DISBROWE.) (Vide the polite letter writer.) 

Mt dear Mrs. Kennedy, — I hope you are bringing 
my daughters up better than you have done your own, 
Anne has just requested me to write to Lord Strangford 
to announce to him the accouchement of Countess 
Lebzeltern. 

Tou had better inform the Dowager Lady 8. 

Einis coronat opus, which being translated into English 
is, not another line shall she write. Our best love 
attend you all. 

Your affectionate son, 

E. C. D. 

(Mrs. D.) All this nonsense was written to prevent 
my writing more, so I must submit. . . . 

Best love to Papa and my prayers that he may soon be 
quite well. Kiss the little ones for us. Love to the big. 
Ever your affectionate daughter, 
A. D. 




the p( 



Fbosi Mks. DISBROWE. 

{St. p.) ^^ February, 1827. 

Well, dear Papa, I hope we may now trust to your 
getting rid of that odious demon which has tormented 
you and grieved us for such a length of time; it really 
has made us quite unhappy to hear of your continued 
suffering, but I sincerely trust we shall have no more 
such accounts, and that now you are quite recovered. 

I would write you a merry letter, but the thoughts of 
the poor Taylor's distress drives away all gaiety from my 
and I can only think of them. . . . 
. "We supposed General Taylor would go out of 
Office, but according to the newspapers his re-appoint- 
ment is to be announced in a few days ; a holiday would 
do bim good, and I wish they would contrive a little 
travelling for a few months, not that I should .like them 
to be absent on our return, for which I most devoutly 
pray next summer. 

Think of unlucky Jack twisting his foot in capering 
last night; it is nothing of consequence, but will make 
bim lose several balls . . . and when the Carnival 
comes there will be no more, as Lent is very strictly 
observed here. Another masked ball is talked of at 
Court, a small one of 20,000 (not one too much) 
persons, of course we shall be invited, as the Moujiks 
will be there, and we go together. The Imperial Family 
promise to attend Count Koutchouhey's ball to-morrow. 
It is the Grand Duchess Anne's ffite day, so I must doff 
mourning. 

Bella asks if I like the children's letters very much. 



That I do, and every poet day la expected with the most 
impatient impatience. I cannot flatter myself that 
either of those little treasures will rememher me, but I 
hope instinct will soon re-establish me in their good 
graces; perhaps I shall not recollect them, two years 
makes such a difference at their age. We hear that Sir 
Alexander Malet had a tenderer attraction to England 
than he would allow, and that he is an attache at another 
Court than that of Paris ; he had a tremendous journey, 
nineteen days, quite the fable of the hare and tortoise, 
for Mr. Jemingham beat him by two days. Adieu, dear 
Papa, kiss the little ones for us, and love to the great. 
Your ever affectionate daughter, 
A. D. 



Fboh Mb8. DISBEOWE. 

(St. p.) j^g February, 1827. 

Since I haye been upon the blind list I have not kept 
any account of the few stray letters with which I have 
occasionally favoured my friends, and do not know who 
has the greatest claim to the present dispatch, you, dear 
Margaret, however, have so many just pretensions to my 
gratitude that I will e'en run the risk of causing some 
jealousy, and give you the first reading of this. 

I wish heartily some of you young folks were at band 
to partake of the excessive dissipation in which I am 
just now launched. Three balls in one week and four 
for the next, is more than any age and condition deserve, 
but I have a remarkably yoxmg fit upon me just now, 
and I can dance at a great rate when I get partners. 



however, lately the young gentlemen have shown more 

discrimination than usual, and I find myself frequently 

on the floor in an upright position, tho' N.B. were a 

stranger to arrive suddenly in the midst of a pot pourri 

or cotillion he would wonder what grave matter the lads 

and lassies of St. Petersburgh were corming over, and 

would hardly suspect that the sitting circle was actually 

part of a dance, for they only rise when it is their turn 

to do the figure. To me this popping up and down is 

more fatiguing than standing all the while, but it is 

I the custom here and I comply with it, I must give you 

I the list of next week's engagements, tho' I am afraid it 

will make your mouth water. Monday, relftehe, at least 

I do not mean to go to Princess Kourakine's soiree (it 

win keep for Lent). Tuesday, ball at Madame de Lavals, 

I "Wednesday, masked ball at Court. Thursday, full 

f dress do. to meet the Imperial Family at Countess 

Koutschoubey's. Friday, dancing at Princess Troubetskois. 

Saturday and Sunday, ffites at Court to which we are not 

invited, and there ends all gaiety till Easter. Music and 

the ice mountains must console us in Lent, Apropos, I 

paid my first visit to the hills the other day, such an 

awful amusement I never saw ; I do not think anything 

would give me courage to slide down, and yet men, 

women, and children of all ages are wild after this 

pastime. Sposo says he can see no pleasure in walking 

upstairs in order to be thrown out of the garret window, 

I and really it looks like it. The English mountains are 

I supported by subscription, and are particularly high; it 

I turned me quite sick to see the first person go down, and 



even after watching them for an hour, I never felt quite 
easy when ladiea and children elided. A Mrs. Hall sent 
four brats down on a mat, and that I liked best to look 
at, for tliere was less velocity, and they did not go far. 
It is surprising how few accidents happen, and how soon 
amateurs learn to guide their little sledges. You 
remember lea Luges (is not that the name?) at Berne, 
down the Enghie hill? well, it is something like the 
mountains here, only these are built on wooden frames, 
etc., and 30 or 40 feet high. The lady sits before her 
guide on a cushion. 

We have regular Russian weather now, 18 degrees at 
night, and 13 or 14 in the day; my conscience smites 
me every time I order the carriage out, and yet I do bo 
every day spite of those tender feelings, and the other 
day it was out from five in the afternoon till nearly four 
in the morning, and no help for it, for we live at such a 
distance from everybody that it is impossible to send 
them home to put up. How men and horses bear this 
exposure I cannot imagine. 

I hope to be able to acknowledge the receipt of a 
budget of letters before I close this for "Wednesday's post. 

21st, Dear little Sissey's birthday, God bless her, 
unly think, she could neither speak nor walk alone when 
I left her, and now she is three years old, and a great 
girl, and I hare lost so much precious time of her, it 
makes me sad to think of it. The produce of two posts 
has failed and disappointed us twice, Friday will reward 
us I hope, and bring good accounts of you all. 

Ever your affectionate sister, A. D. 




i 



From Miia. DISBROWE. 

(St. p.) 2g February, 1827. 

Toura of the fourth, dear Sophy, and Jane'8, of the 
seventh, reached ua together, yesterday. As usual, they 
were greeted with a warm welcome 

John will of course tell you of his having danced with 
the Empress, though to me ho pretended to treat the 
matter very lightly, and as I was not near him at the 
ftime, I should have known nothing about it had not some 
f-one else related that great event to me. The 22,000 
peopled ball was a most extraordinary assemblage of 
smoking hot oderiferous humanity. Such a ffite can be 
seen nowhere else, I should imagine. No other dancing 
but des Polonaises of the court and well-dressed folks, 
who had no other chance of being safe from getting 
ca-ushed. The crowd gave iray most politely for the 
procession, and really it was wonderful how they could 
do so. The Emperor generally led the polonaise, and 
really it looked as if he moved his way through the 
to all appearance impervious mass. The Empress was in 
her loveliest looks, not in Russian costume, hut in a sort 
of fancy dress of the Emperor's composition, all in white 
satin, covered from head to foot in diamonds. We diplo- 
matists were invited to the fag end of a feast given by 
Count Koutschouby to the Imperial Family, to close the 
carnival on Sunday. It began at two o'clock, and they 
danced till twelve, when a flourish of trumpets announced 
the commencement of Lent, for the Greek Church begins 
it two days before the Catholic. Every one took a last 
and then deliberately began a mutual crosa-exami- 



nation of " quand faites voua vos devotions," to the great 
amusement, and rather scandal, of us heretics. And 
now for mushrooms, oil, lemon or almond juice instead 
of milk in tlieir tea. John has just brought me a letter 
for you, and I have abused him for not writing to some 
other of the family ; it is too much for you at one time. 
He T-vent to the masquerade last night, a capital way the 
Russians have of cheating the d — 1, for certainly they 
cheat no one else by their m^aska. Oh ! yes, they do, the 
church receipts, hy escaping the fine which the sin of 
going to the ffite could impose upon them were they 
found out. I am so enchanted at having passed 
through the carnival without buying a new gown, though 
none of my coloured ones could come into play, on 
account of my mourning. When I left it off I wore 
white entirely. How your account of my first appear- 
ance in the county diverts me ; the idea of my being a 
fine lady is something too ridiculous, and I remember 
heing rather frightened at the analysis I expected to go 
through. Think too, of Mrs. Hall patronizing me, and 
what is worse, I not aware of my happiness in being thus 
honoured or ever having a wish about it, and taking it as 
a matter of course! I hope Jane has explained to 
Elizabeth Hay that perhaps one hundred animals have 
contributed to her sMn, and that they are a species of 
squirrel. Do you send them any shoes ? Tell me how 
Albinia's birthday was celebrated; tell me all aboutevery- 
thing. I have taken too many liberties with my eyes, 
writing so much, and they smart. 
Kiss the pets, and love to the others. 

Your affectionate sister. 



From Mrb. DISBHOWE. 

St. Petbrsbuho, 10 March, 1827. 

BCere is forlorn me all alone by myBelf.and nobody wid 

me. Sposo and John are gone seventy versts oif to look 

after some elks that pretend tbey wish to be shot. No 

doubt it will turn out a boas on their part, and the 

gentlemen will have a pleasant sledging over the bare 

wnes pour tout potage. Some violent storms of wind 

jreceded this tbaw, and very little snow is left in tbe 

' neighbourhood. Does your mouth water to be of this 

party, dear Papa ? I am sure I wish with all my heart 

you were able to go on such expeditions, however unsuc- 

I cessful they might turn out, there would then be no gout 

I in tbe case, and I should not be so often disappointed 

about you, nor have the distress of knowing bow much 

you suffer. Margaret's, of the 14tb, is the last account I 

, have yet had of you, and I anxiously hoped the good 

BLGWS would have been confirmed, and even improved, by 

rthis post, but it is only bad news that never loiter, and 

all that has found its way to St. Petersburgh to-day is 

the melancholy intelligence of Lord Liveirpoors illness. 

What a serious loss to the country ! and at such an 

important moment too ! Poor Mr. Disbrowe, who always 

feels intensely and as ardently on public events as on 

I private, is quite upset by this sad stroke. I hope bis 

I little journey, however, will bump all melancholy out of 

him. "Was it not provoking that a bad cold prevented 

me from attending a "sortie" at tbe "Convent des 

Demoiselles Nobles" yesterday? Everybody is raving 

I about the beauty of two of the young ladies. I am 



»fi^id you and I had not so mucli discernment when we 
paid our visit, for I do not remember being struck with 
admiration for anyone; on the contrary, we were sur- 
prised that so few were good looking. Old Mme. 
d' Adleberg was in great glory. Beport says that the 
Mr. Balmaine, who married Miss Johnstone, is going to 
lay aside his widowhood, and espouse an ugly, but very 
amiable, Mile. Swistornoff. I have never yet seen him, 
hut I believe he is a great oddity, at least General 
Tchemechieff tells strange things of him. The beautiful 
Miss Salahoub is making way for the beauties who were 
yesterday launched from the Convent Docks. "What will 
Mr. Cooper say when ho hears that her choice is M. 
Obreskoff, older than himself by ten years, poor, sickly, 
and wears a wig. This, perhaps, she is not aware of, as 
it is remarkably well made. It really is a bad match, 
and the public who discusses all private matters with 
great perseverance is very dissatisfied with it, and to 
make things worse it declares that two hours after thia 
marriage was decided, a young Chevalier Garde offered 
his hand, with six thousand peasants in it ; non 6 vero, 
ma certo u ben trovato. It seems that everyone but the 
man himself thought of it. Invention is a charming 
thing, it throws a pleasant variety over the monotony of 
truth. Sometimes, however, it is rather too tragical. 
At St. Petersburg, for instance, the duel and death of 
Count Zavadofsky was a violent effort of some fertile 
imagination, and the hero still lives and flourishes to 
deny the assertion. A good whipping would he an 
admirable remedy for such flights of fancy, would it not? 



Jolrn was elected a member of the English Hunting 
Club the other day, at their anniversary dinner. I 
suspect that paying fifty roubles will be all the benefit 
he is likely to derive from this honour. He returned 
thanks in a neat and appropriate speech, and he and 
Sposo came home wonderfully sober. I am glad he went 
to-day with Mr. Hisbrowe, he has bo much sitting 
occupation, that this trip will do him good. He wrote 
eight hours the day before yesterday, besides his own 
private studies. I have invited myself to dine with the 
poor Middletons to-day, and it is time to be off. . . . 
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Fiiosi Mks. DISBROWK 

(St. p.), Thursday, March (1827). 
And now, my dear Sophy, for a little chat with you 
before I begin to profit duly by thia messenger in writing 
dutiful letters, for I owe lots of them. Poor Jacky is 
hardly ever able to write private letters, by these oppor- 
tunities his master requires all his waking hours, and 
now he and Mr. Wilmot are the only two attaches. I 
have not seen John these two days. He went to a bear 
hunt on Tuesday night, came back last night after I had 
retired, and was off to business before I appeared thia 
morning. Mr. Disbroive had made all his preparations 
for going to this hunt, but found out that so public an 
amusement was not thought quite correct just at this 
moment, so gave up the plan, and put John in possession 
of the preparations, as there could be no objection to his 
going. They did not even see a bear, I hear, which was 
provoking. Count Bobrinsky and Sir Alexander 



I Mwet made a mut 



uet made a much better expedition a short time ago, 
they stole a march upon the hunt, and brought home five 
bears, three young ones. They got into great disgrace 
by the proceeding, and it turned out that these were 
Imperial bears, which had been tracked by the Hunt ; 
however, I dare say Buccess consoled them for their 

scolding If I bring boxes in bois de 

Bouleaux, will you and Margaret paint them for me ? 
The ladies here are very ingenious in works of fancy 
and do all sorts of pretty things, particularly in carpet 
work and drawing. A young lady who lives at Mme. 
d' AIopiSus', has juat finished a work box. On the top is 
a view of Tscharkoselo, and in the inside the interior of 
their rooms at the palace. It makes such a pretty 
souvenir. One work I should like amazingly to set 
going, a sort of carpet album, each of one's friend's 
works a small square in any pattern she likes, and 
when the whole are sewn together it makes a very good 
effect. 



From Mit. JOHN KENNEDY. 

St. PBTERaiiUKOH, ?? ^^."i^' 1827. 
' 11 April, 

Mt bear Father, — I had been moping sentimen- 
tally, taking solitary walks, writing verses and going 
mad, when arrives your poetical letter (which my kind 
and too careful chief has taken care of, so that like the 
kettle in the sea, it can no longer be found, much to my 
annoyance). All my visions vanish, and I find myself 
once more in my element, happy and contented. How 
rapidly you must be gaining strength if you run races 



with Sophy. Always run before your meal, as it is 
more wholesome. Tou are probably surrounded by 
smiling fields, we by the dirtiest ice no longer erossable. 

Bets on the first Saturday will be in favour of thoae 
who wish it away if it continues as fine aa it has been 
during the last week. 

"We are in the terrible week (as the Russians express 
their gloomy, religious occupations), and meet ou Sun- 
day, at the Prench Ambassador's to break the fast which 
we have never kept. On the same day we present the 
eggs to the ladies, with the salutation, " Christos Vos 
Krist;" or Christ is risen, kiss their hands, and receive 
the same on the cheek. However, it is considered now 
a much greater mark of familiarity than it was in the 
golden age, i.e., of less civilization. 

Upon running upstairs I find Anne busy writing to 
you, and requesting me to put off my letter till Satur- 
day. I therefore only send half to-day, and will continue 
then, if possible. Such a request always puts me out of 
conceit. 

» Therefore, abruptly I wish you adieu. 
Tour affectionate son, 
JOHN. 
From Mbb. DISBROWE. 
(St. p.) nth April, 1827. 
If you have as fine weather aa we have here, I 
uuDgratulate you, nine degrees of heat and a magnifi- 
cent sun, but the river is in a sad condition, quite 
impassable, but still coyered with ice, and the 



Butterschieck's (that is meant for Russian) ia great 
actirity, preventiug the people attempting to cross on 
foot. Why they take so much care of folks who would 
be fools enough to drown themselves, I cannot think. 
As usual a great many bets depend upon the breaking 
up of the ice. Mr, Disbrowe has a wager that it will 
take place on Saturday, but I think he will lose. You 
will easily fancy how eager we are for home news now 
such changes are in agitation. This appointment of 
Lord Hertford to bring out the Garter must have been a 
sudden thought, we only learnt it from the papers, not 
a word in any private letter, and as yet no intimation 
from "Master," Indirect intelKgence says a messenger 
is coming, but I begin to doubt it, it is so long since 
anything of the sort has been sent. "We are also in 
some alarm lest we should be obliged to go into the 
country, which would be vastly inconvenient, and an 
expense by no means desirable. They talk of cleaning 
out the canals, and you will easily fancy in what state 
that will put the town. Our situation is certainly the 
best, and the least likely to suffer from the operation, 
but still even here we shall hardly be safe ; last year 
we were smoked, this year there is no saying what ia 
likely to be our fate. Ask Mama to tell Lady Mary 
Hay, that whoever may be General Taylor's successor I 
will take measures for her still sending and receiving 
her India letters free; if Lord Fitzroy Somerset comes 
in I am sure he would do anything for me, and at any 
rate a word from Sir Herbert will make the arrange- 
ment. I have such a pretty plaything for you, a Lap 



Tamily travelliag, but you must wait till I bring it. 

Mr. Booker writes from Cronstadt that the 
summer is advancing by slow but sure degrees, "and 
oysters are arrived at Revel." . . . Our 
ime together this year which is extraordinary. 




From Mrs. DISBEOWE. 

St. pETEGaDURO, Suturdny, ,,, April, 1827. 

. Fancy, Mr. Bisbrowe, iliss Bayley, and I 
to the Fair yesterday to sec horsemanship and 
rope dancing; the first is better at Astleys than 
Sowmines, the second is frightfully excellent. Two 
men dance on the rope with a bar on their shoulders, on 
which a third man is also performing, they all move 
backwards and forwards and make steps. I was very 
glad when this was over, wonderful as it was, then a 
clown on the back of an old woman was admirable, and 
the way they both tumble from the rope is quite curious, 
tho' the old lady rather shows her legs. This last per- 
formance was quite a trick, for it was the clown himself 
that danced, having a stuffed figure and head fastened 
on before, as if he was really on the woman's shoulders, 
and a pair of legs tied on behind, the deception was 
capital. All these fine sights, with swings of every 
description, perpendicular, horizontal and ordinary, are 
all opposite the winter palace, or rather the admiralty, 
and it is the fashion for all ranks and degrees to drive 
round them. The whole town looks wild. It does one 
igood to see a little animation here, for in general it is 
particularly quiet and dull, the streets are so wide, and 



the distances so great that no place can be crowded or 
any bustle show. 

I promised to teach you to play at Monche, but this 
is not quite the season for gambling, however, I will try 
to explain it to you. It is lik6 Ecarte played by five 
or six persons, five cards each and the dealer allowed 
the trump card, tho' he may refuse to play if two or 
other persons play their hands, or if he chooses to allow 
one person to mark five, if everyone refuges to play the 
dealer marks fi^e. Each trick counts one, and fifteen is 
the game. Everyone has the right to refuse playing, 
but if he plays and makes no trick he scores five against 
himself, ajid this is added to his loss at the end of each 
rubber, for each person keeps his own account, and they 
are all added up together for the benefit of the happy 
person who first reaches fifteen, who calls all the others 
to account, and they lose more or less according to the 
tricks they have made, which are subtracted from fifteen, 
and the remainder is the loss. If, however, no trick has 
been made the unlucky person loses fifteen, and if he 
has made a remise he adds it to the fifteen — thus, 
suppose I have made seven tricks and no remise, I only 
lose eight, but if I have made a remise, I lose thirteen, 
— is all this clear? here the accounts are kept with 
chalk on the green cloth, Papa took home some brushes. 
Throw out cards from the pack up to seven or six, 
according as five or six persons play, and the aco is the 
highest card. A flush is called Monche, and the holder 
marks five gain, and everyone else makes a remise and 
marks five against himself 



* Tliere, gamble away. 

And now good-bye, kias the precious pair, thank Papa 
br yesterday's nice letter, love to the others. 

Erer your affectionate sister, 
A. D. 



From Mrs. DISBROWE. 

St. PBTERSBnBO, 4 May, 1837. 

I mnst have a little coze with you, my "ain dear 
Mama," it is a long time since I have had this pleasure, 
and I have two or three of your nice letters to return 
thanks for, Margaret's to John of the lith April 
reached us yesterday, and delighted us with good 
accounts of dear Daddy, now at last I trust we xa&j 
insider him as getting quite well. , . , 
My better half is looking puny and interesting, but 
quite well, entirely rid of his cold, and will soon I 
hope pick up again. He and John go to a feast at 
Cathrinenhoff to celebrate this St. George's day, the 
dinner is given by the English merchants in honour of 
the king. I as usual when my beaux dine out, go to the 
Middletons. ... I forget whether I told you the 
circumstances of Mr. de Balmaine's second choice, if not 
I will tell you another time, and you wish it. 

"What a fine rummaging there has been in the great 
Cabinet, we thirst after news, but get none besides the 
papers. It is very odd that not one of the family have 
ever mentioned what Mr. Robinson's title is to be, some 
papers say Baron Harold, others Strathearn, either is 
^©ry pretty. . . . 



shy of us strangers, 
inclined to be sociable beyond a large party. 

Tell Charlotte I will do my best to obey her and come 
home before July, but I see very little chance of it. 

. . We are quite puzzled to know what to do 
■with our letters now we have no master. General 
Taylor must be puzzled and provoked at the Duke's 
resignation, 

I have not been out this fortnight and have nothing 
to relate, seen nobody but the Bayleys. By-the-bye 
Miss Bayley has taken two drawings of my sisters sent 
me from Switzerland, and means to send them some of 
her own in return by Sir Daniel ; she is a remarkably 
obliging girl, and I am under great obligations for music 
copied, and a thousand things. Addio, Mama mia, kias 
the two darlings, love to the others, and beKeye me 
your affectionate daughter, 

A. D. 

Congratulate Lady CassiUis upon Lady Copley's pro- 
motion, (N.B. she cannot bear her) and make them tell 
us why Mr. Peel resigned. 



(Feom Mks. DISBEOWB. 

St. Petekhbcbg, gg May, 1837. 

For a wonder I am not jolting over the atones in the 
carriage, carding a dozen friends, soi disant, or losing 
time in talking nonsense with those who are not foolish 
enough to admit me, and you, dear Margaret, shall be 
the gainer by this happy reformation, are you not very 



My neighbour, Mme. Seniayine ci devant Mile. 
d'Hogu&r, is juat come aa a bride from Paris, and tella 
me I hare done very wrong in having your gowns 
worked in eutredeux and two flouncea, it ought to have 
been two or three large flounces, and then detached 
bouquets above, however, I think my own plan a very 
good one, and so we must be satisfied, for three gowns 
are in hand, and I intend they should match two and 
two, you very likely may be the odd one, and John shall 
have worked trowsers by way of making you even, du 
reste, I suspect our Parisian pattern is rather too dashing 
for such simple folk as you and I. 

"We have the moat provoking weather possible now, a 
burning sun and cold wind, and in such weather I cannot 
make up my mind to walk, it puts my temper and hat 
out of shape, hurts my eyes, and otherwise discomposes 
me. The summer garden is the great promenade now, 
but until within these very few days the trees had no 
leaves to afford shade, and but for the name of the thing 
one might as well have been on the high road, however, 
neither the Empress nor the elegantes are of my opinion, 
and these gardens are crowded every day. For a frolic 
our neighbours and ourselves got into a boat the other 
evening, and went over the river to bid for fish at the 
auction market. Two roubles gave ua thefli-st haul, and 
lo! and behold there was nothing in the net, so our 
speculation did not succeed, but I hear this is generally 
the case when gentlefolks meddle with what does not 
concern them. 

In about a fortoight there are to be great manoeuvres 
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' the^eeC which are to last four or five days, and the 
hereditary Grand Duke is to be named Grand Admiral. 
I do not know whether we shall go to see them, but I 
&hoixLd think it probable, it will be a beautiful sight no 
doubt, and I never saw anything of the sort. The 
Emperor takes very great interest in his fleet, but entre 
nous his green uniforms and soldier sailors with spurs 
on, I verily believe look like anything but what they 
are intended for, however, I shall be a better judge 
when I have been on board a man-of-war. I hope we 
shall pay Princess Sophie Volkonsky a visit before she 
sails, the Emperor has given her a frigate to take her to 
Rotterdam, and she will embark in about a fortnight. 
Aline and Dimitri and her brother Nikite accompany 
her; she is really so much better lately that I have 
great hopes of her entire recovery, spite of her 
physician's assurance to the contrary, getting away from 
bim will be one good thing at any rate. By the time 
Lord Hertford arrives everybody will be in the country, 
his lordship has never condescended to write, nor has his 
embassy or commission been announced in any of&cial 
way to Sposo, so we may still be supposed to know 
nothing about it; the noble Marquis will find himself 
vastly mistaken if he expects to find lodgings or any 
preparations ready for him, and to his cost he will learn 
to do things more civilly another time. I blame the 
Oflce, however, more than him, and am only sorry that 
a new person is there to suffer for the neglect of the 
former incumbent, for of course any mismanagement 
must be laid to their charge, and I hope Lord H. will 
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lay it on thick; the Inns here are very I 
a public character living at one cannot have the same 
honoui's paid him as if he were in a private house; it 
would puBzle us I think to lodge the expected great 
man, perhaps he reckons upon that tho' and the 
disappointment will be great. 

Everyone finds fault with ue for not taking a country 
house, bat this has no efi'ect upon us. "We only wish for 
one move, and for that we long more than it is possible 

to express I think I should like to 

return by sea best, it is so much less fatiguing and 
troublesome ; besides, once we are off, I know we should 
be 80 impatient to get home, that by land we should not 
take advantage of seeing the places through which we 
pass, and therefore might just as well not pass them at 
all 

Sposo is quite right in saying a small mission will 
content him, he may be sure he will be favoured with 
the very smallest if a certain X has anything to do with 
bestowing it, and notwithstanding another letter appears 
at the head of our alphabet, it ia neither A, B, nor D 
that directs ; do you understand or C through this ? 

Do my pets still like my letters ? Kiss them both for 
us, and believe me ever your affectionate sister, 

A. D. 



From Mita. DISBEOWE. 

St. FuTEnsBUitoD, G June, 1827. 

My teey dearly beloved Dad, — 

Except I talk of "Walton I do not think I have anything 



to tell 



you 



worth reading. We 



go on in a very 



hum- 



drum way, living from one post day to the other, on the 
produce of the one and the expectations of the other. 
No news of the Garter and its Knights, though the 
papers say that Kangaroo Cook is on his way hither to 
prepare for the noble Marquis. The great [steam vessel 
still here, and is visited every day by crowds of J curious. 
One lady told me she intended asking permission to take 
tea on board some evening. N.B. — It is moored just 
above our house, and close to the quay. I advisted to ask 
no one's leave, and to spread her table on the little 
bridge close by this, as it would certainly be almost as 
agreeable. 

I am very much afraid of our Minister at Berlin, Lord 
Clanwilliam, is going to, or has already been fool enough 
to, marry the celebrated singer. Mile. Sontag. The 
report has long been in agitation, and now it is said that 
he asked Count Bemstorf whether as his wife she would 
be received at court, and the answer was, "Yes, if she is 
received at that of St. James." She is very well spoken 
of in respect to conduct and respectability, which is a 
very good thing, certainly, but it is a pity such a 
marriage should take place. He is called Milord Montag, 
because he always follows Sontag. Lady Howden must 
have a pleasant life of it what with her son, Mr. 
Craddock's goings on, and her nephew, Lord Clan- 

William's 

How did the Siberian seeds succeed, and the American 
trees and the transparent apples ? 

"We spent the whole evening in the Botanical Gardens, 
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on Monday. It ia very much increased since yon were 
here, and the plants and trees thrive very well. M. 
Fischer attended us, and was, as usual, very interesting. 
He seems to consider every plant as a child, and is as 
much attached to it as if it were so. Indeed I asked 
him if he did not celebrate the fetes and birthdays of his 



Yesterday we dined at M. de Gise's, They live at the 
twelfth verst on the Peterhoff road, have an excellent 
house and very pretty, extensive garden. The Middle- 
ton's were there the first time of Mrs. M.'s going out 
since Eleanor's death. There was nothing to recall past 
times, and she was in good spirits. She does so long to 
go to England in the steam-boat, but he is inflexible, and 
will not hear of anything of the sort. Goodbye, dear 
Papa, love to Mama and the sisters, and a kiss each to 
the little great darlings. 

kYour ever affectionate daughter, 
A. D. 
Fbom Mbb. DISBEOWB. 
(St. p.) Thursday, ^^ Juue, 1827. 

Tour's, dear Mama, of the 26th May, is arrived 
within these ten minutes, and as there is a Russian 
messenger going this evening, he shall have my thanks- 
for it 

I am quite in despair about our return, no one seems 
thought of as ambassador here but Sir "Wm. A' Court, 
and in common reason it is easy to suppose that some 
time must elapse before this nomination could take 



' place, and every delay is misery to us. Not but what we 
are very well off here except in financial points, and we 
of oourse here cannot help ourselves, and must live in a 
style that does not admit of saving or of confining 
expenses to our pay. "We shall certainly be spoilt for 
the simplicity of other countries. Here everything is 
luxurious. 

Our party on board the steam-boat was a magnificent 
ffite, and did the Ambassador and his factotum, M. de 
Pontcarre, infinite credit. Indeed it was quite wonderful 
how everything was arranged, and a certain Duke would 
have been perhaps a little piqued to see how completely 
he was surpassed in his own water party. I mean in 
respect to arrangement and order, for I think his, alto- 
gether, was the merriest affair of the two, and in my 
opinion the most congenial or accordant to the style of 
thing. He was not aware then how large a portion of 
Russian happiness consists in eating, and thought, poor 
innocent man, that to have one's hunger satisfied was all 
that could be necessary. NowCountde laFerronaye knows 
better, and accordingly provision for stuffing every hour 
was prepared ; and from nine o'clock in the morning, 
when we set off, till three o'clock the next morning, 
there was little or no cessation from this agreeable occu- 
jation ; not that I have the least right to quiz, as I did 
my part in great style. "We were upwards of eighty 
persons, the vessel ornamented with shrubs and flowers, 
the band of the Chevalier Garde, three or four bonnetted 
cooks, and plenty of attendants on board. Mme. de 
Nesselrode, to her cost was on board before eight o'clock. 



ad so was dear little Mme. de Guerrieros, who on general 
occasions is always too late. The Ambassador delayed 
his arrival purposely, for he said, " Had I told Pontcam^ 
to be off at a certain time, nothing would have prevented 
its being put into esecution, and half of the company 
might have been left behind." The little man is punc- 
tuality itself. An avant d^j eune of coffee and tea was 
first offered to us, and .in less than half -an -hour after- 
wards we were all regularly seated at table to partake of 
a more solid repast. This with the help of ices and 
oranges sustained ua till we reached the fleet, which was 
drawn up in a line just below Kronstadt. The ships 
appeared in great order, and we were quite satisfied with 
their outsides ; but no means were offered us of ex- 
amining the interior. Instead of coming at twelve, as 
they promised, the Imperial Family never appeared till 
past four, so to prevent time hanging heavy, dancing and 
gaming were resorted to, the young in the gambling line, 
and these were chiefly ladies, took to " la Moucke," the 
more experienced gamblers had recourse to quinze and 
creps; I joined in neither 

A steamer towed the beautiful little Imperial yacht in 
sight, and as soon as the standard was hoisted, the firing 
began, and such an uproar as it was, the thirteen ships, 
besides every battery and fort and gun boat in the 
neighbourhood saluted with their whole force and almost 
at the same moment. Except that it was all noise and 
smoke we might have fancied ourselves in the midst of a 
naval engagement. At one time I had some slight 

iBpicion that I was shot, but it went off instead of ^ne. 
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It really was a very fine sight, so many ships of war on 
one side, Kronatadt and its crowds on the other, and 
beveral steamers moving about. In England, however, 
such a circumstance would have afforded a much more 
animated scene, and thousands of little gay boats would 
have been flying about ; here not one was permitted, and 
the only spectators were those on the Kronstadt pier, 
ourselves and two or three other parties in steam boats. 
The lovely Empress, as usual, was distinguished from 
afar, and seemed to take great pleasure in the mag- 
nificent sight. We played " God save the King" when- 
ever we approached her yacht, and she saluted us re- 
peatedly. Our civil empressement took us rather nearer 
■the firing than we intended to be, for it began just as we 
had moored between the Imperial vessel and a tremendous 
seventy-four, in order to treat Her Majesty with her 
favourite valse, and thus we had the full benefit of a 
broadside. 

Some of the party landed at Oranienboom, and saw 
the old-fashioned palace and terrace ; but at ten we 
were all on board, partaking of a substantial dinner, 
served in a manner that would have done credit to the 
Hotel de 1' Ambassade on shore. Dining at ten o'clock 
in the open air, without the aid of candles or lamps is a 
circumstance worth noticing, and in no other latitude of 
the civilized world could nineteen hours of daylight and 
amusement be enjoyed. We reached our respective 
homes at three o'clock. The sun already risen, and 
the working world on foot. Only two or three ladies 
were sick, and excepting a few mistakes of seizing hold 



of a head or a body imagining it was the much wanted 
cloak of some shivering beau we had no adventures. 
One poor lady who had monopolized several of tbese 
comforts, upon perceiving an attack about to be made, 
called out, " Ce n'est pas tout Manteau, Monsieur," 
much to the poor man's astonishment, who had no idea 
anything living was near. 

Nest day we had a dinner d' Adieu, for the Ambassador 
dined out in the country On Wednesday, and to-day are 
invited again at my saintly admirer's, Count de Sales ; he 
does say civil things in such a sanctified way, it is quite 
amusing. 

^b FaoH Mit. JOHN EENNEDY. 

^^V St. Pbterbbiibgh, „q June, 1827. 

^B To THB TWO KLSBST Miss KENNEDY'S. 

^Plt certainly was not my intention to have made the 
least mention of such a day as my birthday ; but when I 
receive two such affectionate letters, conveying such 
sisterly expressions of fondness and such sincere good 
wishes &om all for the future, I feel too full not to be 
forced to give a little vent to my feelings and return the 
like for me and for all with the warmth of a loving son 
and brother. These letters arrived yesterday week, 
whilst I was still at Cronstadt, whither I had conveyed 
the produce of my own pen, very glad to be lightened of 
60 much black and white, and heartily hoping such 
another expedition would not soon be necessary. I left 
Kriidener on board the George the Fourth steam vessel, 
under steam for London, thence to Paris, and either back 
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^B featui 



4gain to England or via Havre. The hospitable Bookerfl 
gave me food and lodging, and I amused myself very well 
for two days examining everything that is worth seeing 
at that place, which is a world to Mr. Booker, as he has 
hardly left it for thirty years ; but a stupid, disagreeable 
residence for anyone else. I went on board the Russian 
fleet, which by this time is at Portsmouth, and was sadly 
disappointed at not seeing it sail. The Emperor came 
unexpectedly in the middle of the night. The order was 
given, and in a few hours the sea was cleared. Many 
were the disappointed parties ; some had come from the 
capital on purpose, the unfortunate wives were cheated 
of their last farewell, but bore their misfortune most 
stoically. I have however no just cause of complaint 
against Ilis Imperial Majesty since upwards of 2,000 
guns were fired from the ships and batteries, and I slept 
unconscious of the noise. That evening I saw for the 
last time my dear Mme. Bobrinsky, who set out on the 
Sunday morning for the country, or more properly 
speaking " pour sea terres," since a few months ago 
there existed no sign of her present abode, and there are 
no trees near it. It is a solitary new wooden house in 
the midst of their vast possessions, but I have no doubt 
of their making it not only snug but magnificent. This 
is to me a great event since I lose my favourite foreigner. 
If however I put into execution a previously formed 
plan of taking a short trip into the interior more with 
the prospect of acquiring a general knowledge of this 
unaccountable empire, (of which the capital is a false 
feature) I will go a few miles out of my way to see her. 



Should this trip, which exists only in my hrain be 
feasible, it will be more interesting than really amusing, 
as I run the risk of starvation in the villages, and making 
my way on foot if deceived in my expectation of a 
publick conveyance from this to Moscow (afterwards to 
Rezan across to Toula, the great manufacturing town 
and home). I know perfectly well as far as the compo- 
sition of the high road goes ; but I hope to spend a day 
or two at diflferent country seats, and with the assistance 
of my few Russian words to make observations for 
myself. Of course so many objections may arise to this, 
that my scheme is far from having assumed a settled 
shape ; but it has always been my wish, and the best 
opportunity that offers itself will be seized, partly if 
Disbrowe has nothing to do. 

Of course Anne has given you a description of this Sir 
Kangaroo Cook, of his black neckcloth at dinner, of her 
persuading him to lay it aside, and of hia bustling all 
over the town because he never had possessed such a 
thing. Tet he is amusing, and so sub- 
missively respectful to the Marquis as ill becomes a 
military character. But of all the scenes was the dis- 
embarcation of the noble Marquis, headed by his suite, 
and followed by his turtle, on which he cast a con- 
tinually anxious look. I was sent to meet him and beg 
him to walk in. I easily distinguished the Ambassador, 
accosted him ; scarcely a civil reply. Disbrowe came ; 
he would rather wait where he was. This was but a 
poor recommendation for our staying with him, and we 
were going off, when up came the wished for Cook on a 



drosky. Ilad you seen the nimble Marquis, with his 
stick, and liis toes projecting through the incisions of his 
shoes, quickly hobbling and exclaiming with all pathos, 
" My Cook, my Cook, how is my Cook ? ' ' And then in 
the same breath " Can't my turtle go on your drosky, 
my Cook? I am anxious to get it alive to Count 
Nesselrode's." The poor Cook did not know whether it 
was to be a companion for him and sit on his knees, and 
knew not at first how to answer but a doubtful affirma- 
tion and a quick leap (anxious to testify his joy) left the 
place vacant, and the turtle was instantly placed behind 
the coachman. Soon after the turtle's departure, Sir 
Henry was sent to announce his lordship's arrival, 
which occasioned a wicked remark that the Cook was 
gone to dress the turtle. By-the-bye, the real Cook is 
the gayest of the embassy, and is known by the name 
of Mens. Charlemagne. 

Lord Seymour I knew a little at Oxford ; the shyest 
of men, very quiet and goodnatured. Lord Marcus Hill 
talks as fast as a Frenchman. Capts. Seymour and 
Meynell and young Seymour, a boy of fifteen, close the 
embassy, and Sir G. Naylor and his tigers are considered 
of a very inferior quality. 

How they will persuade His Imperial Highness to 
dress like a knight, contrary to all military discipline, I 
know not. He only put on a robe for his coronation 
over his uniform 

Adieu ; give my best love to all. 

And believe me, dearest sisters, 
Your ever affectionate brother, 

J. KENNEDY. 
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FitOM Mb3. DISBROWE. 

St, Peteusburg, 10th July, 1827. 
It must be your turn, my darling Dad, to have a letter 
from me, and I liave a great deal of small talk to 
communicate, mostly about myself, so of course it can- 
not fail of being extremely interesting to you ; besides I 
am quite certain that you will take a wee bit pride in 
hearing how very highly / have been distinguished by 
the Imperial Eamily, quite enough to turn a less thick 
head than my own ; perhaps, in truth, honours conferred 
on me were intended as a compliment to Lord Hertford 
and his embassy, and something perhaps to mj better 
half; but as neither of them seem particularly elated, I 
may as well take the whole to myself. Know then that 
contrary to .all established etiquette, the charming 
Empress Mother invited me to dine at Paulofsky, with 
the Marquis and suite, Mr, Disbrowe and John. At first 
when I expressed a wish to go to Sarkoselo to see the 
ceremony of the Investiture of the Garter, I was told it 
was oat of the question, and Sposo said it would not do 
for me to go as badeau when he was invited officially. 
Judge then my surprise at one o'clock on Saturday to 
receive an express invite from His Imperial Majesty. 
Such a scouring of mantua makers and milUuers, a Ute 
day besides, so there were very few shops open. How- 
ever, my amiable Mme. Turin did wonders for me, and 
half-past seven on Sunday morning four new gowns 
were brought home, for as usual there was great 
uncertainty about trains or no trains, but both must be 
I ready. The embassy was present at Czarkoselo in great 



state, but neither the Emperor nor Empress dined at 
Paulofsky. The latter is not allowed to encounter 
the least fatigue, and the former did not ehooae to 
come, so that there were only three of the Imperial 
Family at dinner, the Empress Mother and Grand 
Duke and Duchess H^lfene. One hundred and twenty 
sat down, and there was a very beautiful display of 
demoiselles d'honneur. Our countrymen were very 
I much struct. The dinner was very plainly served, and 
' the table ornamented with a quantity of com flowers, 
which looked extremely pretty. Everything was sup- 
posed to be in country style. Lord Hertford sat opposite 
the Empress, and Garter King at Arms nest to him, 
nodding and gr inni ng at a great rate, not comprehending 
a syllable of what was said, not even when the Grand 
Duchess spoke in English, We were dismissed early 
after dinner, with an invite to meet Her Majesty at the 
Pavillion des Roses, and spend the evening with her, 
which we did. I played at her table at mouche, and she 
gave lessons to Lord Hertford in the game with the 
greatest good humour and affability. You remember the 
Pavilion des Roses. The young people played aux petits 
jeus and amused themselves famously. They were very 
romping games, and the Empress was highly diverted 
with the peals of laughter that could not be repressed 
every now and then. Little Erancis Seymour and young 
Midshipman Murray amused her particularly. Our 
young men say they never saw young ladies romp with 
so much propriety. The Empress did not sit down to 
supper, but walked about talking to her guests and doing 



the fonoure like a private person. We returnecf a6out 
half-past eleven, all delighted with our day's amusement, 
hut I fear poor Lord Hertford suffered from fatigue and 
gout very much. The doors of the Pavillion were left 
open, and the populace allowed to be spectators and to 
stand some way in the room. They were very orderly, 
and required no guards to keep them in bounds. 

Next day, as soon as I was up, I received the reigning 
Empress's commands to go and see her privately. She 
received me on a balcony, and gave me strawberries and 
cream, and was kind and amiable as possible. The dear 
little Grande Duchess Alexandra, at whose christening 
you attended, came in and was very gracious to me, and 
made me cry. She was just what Albinia was when I 
left her. At one o'clock the investiture of the Garter 
took place, so privately that the public saw nothing but 
the actors in it get out of the gilt carriages and walk 
across the colonade. Even the Empresses were not 
admitted ; hut a curtain was placed before a doorway, 
and they and the children peeped through it. The 
Empress told me that to her dismay she found that 
towards the end of the ceremony the little Olga had 
contrived to thrust her whole head through a hole in the 
curtain. Mr. Disbrowe saw the pretty face come through 
and was so enchanted and amused that he nearly forgot 
to bow in the right part of the ceremony. Lord Hertford 
was splendidly dressed, indeed all the costumes were 
much admired. The Marquis and Sir G. Naylor, Garter 
King at Arms headed the procession ; next Lord Marcus 
Hin, with the George on a cushion, Lord Seymour with 
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tbe Bword, Capt. Meynell the hat for the Emperor, Capt. 
Seymour tlie mantle, Windsor Herald and attendanta 
with tbe seals and admonition, and then the two pages, 
- Francis Seymour and young Murray with Lord Hert- 
ford's hat and King Garter's crown. The day was lovely, 
and the crowd round the palace gaily dressed, so that It 
was altogether a very pretty sight. The Emperor would 
not put on the proper costume ; indeed he curtailed the 
whole ceremony very much, to the utter despair [of King 
Garter. 

I stood under a window to which aU the Imperial 
Family came, and they were all most gracious to me. 

The Embassy and the Mission dined with the Ministre 
de la Maisan, Prince Pierre Volkonsky. I-was with the 
Modfenes, and just as we were thinking of getting into 
the carriage to return to St. Petersburg the Empress 
sent to beg me to come and take tea with her at the 
Sauvagerie, which of course I did, nothing loath; and 
she stuffed me with bread and buther, as she called it, 
showed me the place, and then sent me home charmed 
and as proud as needs be. After that we met the 
Marquis, and ]ign<^d it round the grounds, then went 
and played and danced at Countess Modene's, and 
finished at a soiree at Princess Troubetskoi's, after which 
we returned to St. Petersburgb, and now I am making 
all haste to write a great deal by the messenger to- 
morrow. I shall make Capt. Meynell go to "Walton to 
give an account of ourselves, and teach you to play at 
mouche. Lord Hertford returns next week to England 
by land. The frigate will sail about Monday. The 



suite was very well composed. Sir Henry Cooke, Dandy 
the 1st, and I do not hit it off extremely well I Buspeot ; 
he seema to perceive that I do not adore and admire him 
enough. Lord Marcus Hill is delightful, as gay as 
possible, very clever and unaffected. Lord Seymour, a 
shy youth, particularly recommended to my care, Capt. 
Seymour I like extremely, a gentleman-like sailor, very 
good humoured, and in short I like him. Capt. Meynell 
you have seen or will see. King Garter very good- 
natured old gentleman, very clever in heraldry, no doubt, 
but one may doubt in other sciences ; but his not speak- 
ing French is very much in his disfavour. His three 

poursuivanta are terrible tigers 

What an advantage to John all these arrivals of his 
countrymen are ; it gives him opportunities of making 
good acquaintances, and besides is very pleasant for him. 
He and Lord Wriothesley are great cronies now, and 
John Kennedy seems to supply the place of Jolin Talbot 
the Great, who still lives in the alfections of the ladies 
here. Lord Marcus Hill would get on here famously 
too ; just the sort of lively, dashing chatterbox they 
like. I told you, I think, in one of my letters about 
Easter, that we were excluded from one of Mme. de 
Gourieff's soirees, though specially asked to come every 
Tuesday and Friday, and though above sixty persons 
were admitted. Since then we have never met, for as 
neither she nor her daughter, Mme. de Nesselrode ever 
made any excuse nor said a word upon the subject we of 
course never called or went to the house again. Well, 
lo and behold, at Paulofsky the other day, it fell to my 
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' to go t^te a t^te with Mme. de GouriefF to the 
Pavillion des Roses, all in a coach by ourselves ; I was bo 
much amused. However, we conversed most agreeably, 
and not a word was said about the rupture; it was 
capital. By this time you have received our letters by 
the steam boat, and it is thinking of returning, I eon- 
elude. I believe the Middleton children are to come out 
ia it. I hear he has taken hia house on here for two 
years more. Mme. de Ludolf always makes most tender 
inquiries about you, so pray send her some tender message^ 

We have just heard of Princess Sophie 

Volkonsky's arrival at Copenhagen, ten days from hence. 
She had not been sea sick, poor woman, but her other 
complaints had increased, and it was very doubtful 
whether she could continue her voyage in the frigate, or 
whether she would be obliged to go to Liibeck in a steam 
vessel, and from thence to Amsterdam and Ems. 

So John Erskine Kennedy is at last going to marry 
Miss Augusta Fitzclarence. When it was on the tapis 

before Lord C. was miserable about it Now 

times are changed, and it may be thought a good match, 
I suppose. It is a fortunate thing that this is one of 
the younger children that the Duchess has brought up. 

A messenger came in yesterday to Mr. Disbrowe, but 
no private letters except for himself; I mean I got none. 
Lord Clanwilliam writes to contradict the report of hia 
marrying Mile. Sontag. Lord Seymour received the 
account of the death of his mother, the Duehess of 
Somerset. Lord Marcus Hill received his diamonds 
which his mother had locked up so carefully they could 




not be got at before he left England. What a pity he 
had not them to sport at the ceremony the other day. 
Well, I have written till I am aching, head and shoulders. 
Why did Lord Granville take his proxy from Lord 
Cassilis and give it to Lord Galerich ? 

rieu, dear darling Papa. Love to all. 
Ever your affectionate daughter, 
A. DISBEOWE. 



From Mrs 



DISBEOWE. 

St. Petersbuhg, ,g July, 1827. 
I am sure I never shall be ready for the Russian 
messenger, so many good-byeings. Now Lord Wriothesley 
is just gone for the third time, so there may be hope of 
seeing him again. Well, dear Sophy, I suspect this will 
be but a disjointed performance, what with visitors and 
" Ja I*rairie,' ' which is open before me ; and you know of 
old that eating nor sleeping can tear me away from a 
story book. I am as bad as ever. Lord Hertford was 
off yesterday, by land, and entre nous not over content, 
but ce n'est pas mon affaire, and I have every reason to 
be pleased with the way I am treated. Only think, I 
have been invited to another Imperial dinner, and on 
Sunday last I had the honour of feasting with the 
Emperor, at Czarkoseloe. His Imperial Majesty and the 
Empress Mother were at table, but the lovely Empress 
could not bear so much fatigue, and therefore only 
appeared after, looking more beautiful and interesting 
than ever. It was altogether a very brilliant assembly, 
and everybody was so kind to me, that I could not but 
feel very much pleased. All the Imperial children 



! came in, and even the little one, made a pretty curtsey, 
and seemed to understand all about doing the honours, 
and observing that the young Dlles. d' Houneur stood with 
their hands crossed, she did the same, and looked very 
saucy the whole time. She is not so pretty as my 
Albinia ; that's poa, but she puts me very much in mind 
of her, but "what does not make me think of those 
darlings ; dear little souls, my heart aches to think I 
have no certain prospect of soon seeing them. . . . 

Young Prancis Seymour received a present of a 
diamond ring from the Emperor. You can easily fancy his 
delight, the whole thing was such a lucky chance for him. 
Now he is going for a year to Weimar, to learn German, 
and then he becomes a Guardsman. Most of the party 
are to be landed somewhere on the coast of Prussia, in 
order to be home in time for the shooting season. Capt. 
Meynell promises to pay Walton a visit. . . . Lord 
Hertford has left 10.000 roubles for one of the Empress 
Mother's benevolent establishments, is not that hand- 
some ? I hardly ever saw his lordship, but Sposo and 
he seemed to get on well together 

The Balmaine's made me a wedding visit the day 
before yesterday. He has a most disagreeable look, 
but Capt. Meynell says he is clever. His bride is lady- 
like, but very otherwise than pretty, and very little 
money, he has none, I believe, so I know not how they 
will get on. He told his confessor that he wanted a 
wife, but that women had such bad tempers and were so 
capricious, etc., that he was afraid to venture a second 
time upon matrimony. The priest said he knew a 



young lady who had the conscience and temper ol an 
angel, but that she was very ugly. Never mind, said 
the Count, introduce me. It waa done the next day, 
and the following the marriage was settled, the poor 
girl was so miserable at home that she had determined 
to go into a convent upon being refused to follow her 
brother into Siberia (he was in the conspiracy). I 
hope he (the Count) will prove a kind husband 
to her, and thus make up for all her previous 
unhappinesH, Every one ia high in her praise. . . . 
Pray lose no time in announcing the reception of the 
two gowns I sent by Baron Kriidener, for I shall be 
uneasy until I hear they did not go to Paris or Wash- 
ington. There is no doubt of the parcel by the steam 
vessel going safe, I suppose. Jane's of the 27th Jane 

gladdened mine eyes last Monday 

John has, I suppose, announced the arrival of his cloth 
with the frigate and about the £5. He has plenty to do. 
He wishes very much to take a trip into the interior with 
M. d' Olenine, but I do not imagine he can be spared 
from his post, as there is nobody to work but himself. 
He richly deserves Mr. Poley Wilmot's salary, and I 
think at any rate ought to have a part of it, just as the 
Minister receives a share of the Ambassador's pay during 
his absence. 

I am 80 sorry I forgot to send the darlings their second 
pair of silver bracelets. Such loads of these and the 
Torjok sashes as are gone to England with the frigate, 
they must be quite common, and not worth having now. 
Do yoa wear yours ? 



us 

Cottoniana aristocracy is charming. Why 1 
Wright's arc not in favour I cannot imagine. A Peel 
would be, surely, and of the two the Arkwright's are the 
oldest family. My letter will be called for in a minute, 
so I may as well appear quite ready, and write no more 
stuff. Good byo dear Sophy. God bless you all for all 
your kindness to our little ones. I'll do just as much for 
yours whenever you give me the opportunity. Yester- 
day was Margery's birthday ; give her a kiss and wish 
her many happy returns for us. Kiss the Pets, and 
believe me 

Ever your affectionate sister, ANNE. 

Kindest love to Papa, Mama and the sisters. 



From Mrb. DISBROWE. 

St. Peteebbup.g, ^J f "'^' ^ 1827. 
AugTiat, 

I have been running about the world so much with 
Lady Elizabeth Belgrave that I suspect my correspon- 
dents have reason to think me grown cool and lazy ; but 
really one does require a week's rest after the departure 
of a messenger, and I verily believe I write more than 
any Secretary of any Prime Minister. Tour letter with 
gown patterns instead of a date, and Mama's of the 
eighteenth (faithfully copied) are the two last treats I 
have had. I am very thankful for both and am proud 
my various deeds in the gown way are so much approved 
of, it encourages me to go on. By the next steam-boat 
I shall only be able to send the third, which, though of a 
pretty pattern, on beautiful India muslin, does not make 
so much effect as the others, and one tremendous mishap 



IB that I am afraid it is too narrow; if it is you must 
contrive to send me back the gowers (how is that spelt ?) 
and I must have broader ones done. It is a great pity, 
however, that I cut it out in a stingy fit. I hope to 
send Louisa and Ilarriet's by the steamer, though one is 
ae yet only ready. They sent me mull muslin. 

I had cooked myself a nice fretting little dish for 
reflection all last week ; the arrival of the little Middle- 
tons first put the pot an feu, and it was considerably 
advanced when I heard that the steam vessel is to make 
still another voyage out here. Well, first of all I wisely 
arranged the house and appropriated rooms for the 
party ; then I fancied I had written for the darlings, 
made out a list of all the articles they should bring out ; 
thought perhaps Papa would come, and perhaps a sister, 
who would be left here with us. In short I roofed in 
my chateau, and then only thought of its foundation; 
there is the total ignorance we are in about our Ambas- 
sador. If one comes out in this autumn and the children 
were here, here we must pass the winter. To take them 
back so soon would be risking too much fatigue for 
them. If an Ambassador only comes in the winter 
impossible to travel with children at that season, whereas 
we two could start at a moment's notice, and certainly 
when the necessity for Sposo's presence at home on 
account of his private affairs is considered, no possible 
means of delaying his return should be thought of. 
Well, but suppose fate decides that no Ambassador comes 
at all, and that we must pass the whole winter here ? 
ith, there's the rub, and a reason for having the pets 
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out ; and eo I thought three whole days — till all at once 
in church on Sunday evening I reflected it would be just 
bringing them out for the trying season ere they had 
time to get a little accustomed to the change to close 
rooms and confinement during many months. The place 
and my then mood made me look upon this thought as an. 
inspiration, and so I came home with a fine determina- 
tion to tell Mr. Disbrowe that he was not to write for 
the children, but I did not get over it so soon. . . . 
Tell Papa that yesterday we paid ofl" some of his gratitude 
to old General Suchtelen and received him in fuU style, 
with his afl'ected son and his A.D.C., Mr. Bodisco. It 
seems that the son offended John, extremely by calling 
Papa " Ce charmant excellent Vieillard ; " but I think 
Jack was full as impertinant, for when Mr. de Suchtelen 
said "j'aime taut sa philosophie" (always speaking of 
Papa), John retorted, "sa folie vous voulez dire," Very 
dutiful was it not ? 

They do not seem to expect Lord Bloomfield back at 
Stockholm, indeed tlicre is a report of his being named 
Governor of Jamaica, but I do not know how true. 
There certainly will be some commotion in our line, and 
I hope we shall benefit hy it. If General Taylor does go 
to the Cape we shall be more anxious than ever to get 
back, but that will not be decided these three months, 

I certainly meant the lilac and straw 

ribbon for both the children ; but as it was very dear 
I intended the narrow for the waist, and the broad for 
bows and ends, tacked on and to be worn ^vith the Cot 
Palli frocks. John is to bear Lady Elizabeth and I 



company at dinner to-day. Our lords dine out. 
Buch a nice person. They go away on Thursday, but 
will return hero after Nijny and Moscow. I have no 
news excepting that our washerwoman fell into the Neva 
this morning, but was not drowned. To-day is cold and 
windy. General Dornberg again begs to be remembered 

kindly to Papa. We invited ourselves to 

dinner at the Ludolfs yesterday. It was their wedding 
day, so I took her a pair of pigeons in china, filled with 
bonbons. They were intended for turtle doves, and had 
a gold chain around their necks, hid by a wreath of roses. 
Was not that a pretty attention ? They were made for 
butter stands originally. Kisses to the darlings, and 
love to the big ones. 

Your afi'ectionate sister, 

I A. D. 

Finding that the steamer sets out a day earlier than 

we expected I did not send this by the post yesterday, 

and most likely you will get it sooner than if I had done 

80. Jane's of the 2Ist is just come and rejoiced us with 

the accounts of our darlings To-day we 

dine in the country at Count Laval's. Tell Papa that 
Mme, Laval always enquires tenderly after him, and 
now John is thought old enough to be invited there; he 
was not at first. Sir Daniel Bayley goes back in the 
steamer. Very good news of Princess Sophie Volkonski. 
She is much better already; so I hope Ems will quite 
store her. Once more good bye, dear Sophy. 
Ever your very afi'ectionate sister. 

ANNE. 



Fkom Mhs. DI8BR0WE. 

St. Peter3boro, , . August, 1827, 

There is a pattern of a date for you, my dear Bella, 
I suspect it is from ignorance on the subject that you 
never put one to any of your letters, so my dearie, I 
send you a copy, now do not be saucy and copy it 
verbatim when you next write, but remember that a 
date designates the time at which, and the place from 
whence the letter is written. This makes me think of 
Johnson's dictionary, and the dictionary brings a 
singular circumstance to my mind which Dr. Walker 
related to me a few days since — an Englishman who had 
been many years in this country took a longer sleep 
than usual after dinner the other day, and some person 
thought it necessary to wake him, and when the poor 
man awoke he could no longer speak a word of English, 
and with great difficulty could express himself in Russ ; 
English was quite impossible, he had entirely forgotten 
it. Some paralytic affiiction must have attacked him in 
his sleep, but it was very extraordinary that his native 
language should be thus lost to him. I prescribed a 
decoction of Dr. Johnson and his dictionary as an 
imprimis to be given daily in a cuilliere a soupe (a la 
IVichelet). Do you not think it was a very learned 
prescription, and worthy of the attention of the Faculty? 
Lucky I had this story to tell for I really have little or 
nothing to say for myself, and am much in the same 
state you were when you wrote the letter to John that 
arrived yesterday. , . . 




Did you know that there has been an 
increase lately in the Olympic family in the sisterhood ? 
for on the fagade of the public library just erected on 
our quay, ten muses are represented as large as life. 
What the exact province over which the tenth is to 
preside I have not yet learnt, but I hugely suspect that 
she is merely meant to round the number of Apollo's 
attendants, and to make his supporters equal on both 
flanks, and really this is an ingenious contrivance of the 
mason. 

. . . To-day we are going to dine at M. de Gise'a, 
at the twelfth verst on the Peterhoff road. I do not 
expect a very brilliant affair, they are excellent people, 

I but she is so precise it is impossible to be at ease with 
her, and then her two little girls are so trained, and so 
prim, not by nature, but by education, and dressed such 
figures, poor things. Wednesday, , - Nothing new to 

I tell you, our party was dull enough, the weather very 
bad, and the dinner unwholesome, for it made me ill all 
night. John is gone on a shooting party into Finland 
with Count Matuzewich, and is not to come home till 
Saturday, and then knocked up I expect. 



FaoK Mes. DISBROWE. 

St. pBTKRSDnKG, Saturday, , „ Auguat, 1827. 

My fingers wish to write, but my ideas say they will 

lend no aid, so what sort of a letter will be produced it 

I is impossible to say in this stage of the affair. One 



would think that my construction means to adopt Count 
Maistre's system of " la Bete et 1' Autre," and a very 
entertaining one too if I could describe their discussions 
as well as he does in his " Voyage autour de ma 
Chambre," of course Margaret dear, you have read 
those charming works, and I am sure your good taste 
would soon discover their various beauties ; anybody of 
common merit could describe extraordinary events, for 
they require no extraneous aid, but to give an interest 
to the common daily occurrences and remarks of life as 
Count Maistre does, must selon moi possess more than 
common merit. 

Yesterday John had the happiness of receiving two 
letters to himself, Mama's and Sophy's, the good fellow 
allowed me to have the " first read," what do you think 
of that ! ! . . . "We learnt the death of Mj. 
Canning at Eapsho, and were of course very mnch 
struck, for we had not heard of his alarming illness. I 
had no affection for him, but was a great admirer of his 
splendid talents, and am very sorry so great a man is 
gone. What striking lessons we may learn every day ; 
how many proofs of the nothingness of all this world 
can afford have been presented to us in the course of 
these few months, so many remarkable persons carried 
to the grave that awaits us all, and how surely it is seen 
that death is no respecter of persons, but to that we 
"must all be subject. May we profit by the warning, 
and God grant we may not be unprepared when our 
time arrives, may we be fit to receive the summons. I 
-first heard of Mr. Canning's death in a very remarkable 



I 



room, the rery one in which Peter the Third met his 
untimely and cruel end, of course I often thought of 
this circumstance, and therefore the news perhaps made 
more impression upon me than it might have otherwise 
done, tho' certainly I never could have heard it unmoved, 
such transcendent talents as he had, I should think his 
equal in that respect not to he found, tho' I am quite at 
ease that public affairs wUl go on quite as well under 
the many good and wise heads and honest hearts that 
still live and protect our country. There is something 
particularly awful in Mr. Canning's death just at the 
moment when the object of his whole life's ambition 
was attained — it must be for the best. 



I beli 

^Bdini 



Fboh Mhh. DISBKOWE. 
(St. p.) Uth September, uot to go till Tueadiiy, 18th. 
Now to begin my budget for Walton, tho' under most 
inauspicious circumstances, for my paper is detestable^ 
and I am ready to cry with the toothache ; this, I know, 
will give poor dear Mama the heartache to hear, for I 
believe she values a tooth as much as a head. . . . 
ought to be in particular force to-day for a great 
.ner that Count Nesselrode gives to Lord and Lady 
Elizabeth Belgrave. To whom shall this promising, 
epistle be addressed ? it is not Vorthy of Papa, John is 
writing to Mama, I wrote last to Jane, Sophy, you shall 
lave it in return for the famous account you gave me 
►f your tour and my bairns. But indeed it was a pity 
ou could not go to Hassop, you wei"e only three miles 



"from it at Chatsworth, I am sure they would have been 
glad to have seen Mr. Matthew and Mary; Lady 
Kinnaird thinks they certainly were returned when you 



I am very sorry there were such frequent disappoint- 
ments about the box, the frigate ought to have made a 
quicker voyage and not kept you waiting so long; even 
when it did come, I suspect its contents were not worth 
Bending so far, except Mania's bracelet and Papa's slippers, 
which of course as my work must he invaluable. ... I 
now send three pair of very precious gloves to dear 
■mammy, made of the rein-deer kid that is prepared at 
Torneo, the shape is not so good as it might be, but they 
are only made and to be found at one place here, at one 
of the Empress mother's schools for the children of 
poor soldiers, and the skins all belong to the Govern- 
ment. I hope you will admire your sash very much 
for I think it beautiful. I did not intend sending you 
anything by this opportunity, but my heart expanded 
when I saw these loves. I have danced all over the 
town to get cherry coloured sashes for my pets, hut 
without success; another failure too. I had ordained 
sending velvet for a bonnet for Halliday, but they tell me 
it would be ruined if packed in the small space to which 
I am limited, and therefore ask Mama to give her two 
poimds in my name out of the draft sent the other day; 
I shall most likely have no more means of sending 
anything this winter. . . . 

Mr. Zenledies "violent passion to hear from Mama" 
is not half so good as Mile, Colombi's mistake in telling 



me that a lady was much disfigured " for she has no 
teeth upstairs." I sead you some coloured canvass for 
pocket books, by you I mean any one incliaod to be 
industrious in the family. It requires no ground, these 
badly made roses you must improve upon, they are to 
be mixed with moss, of which I also give you a 
specimen, it makes pretty borders to Kttle ruga or 
baskets; the moss is first knit very tightly, and then 
boiled, aud then ravelled out. ... So General 
Taylor has accepted the Cape, well I am very glad, for it 
is an honourable employment, but a sad banishment, and 
if we do not get home before they set out, I shall 
be dreadfully vexed, . . . 

The Belgraves leave U8 on Wednesday to proceed by 
Berlin to England, and will be about six weeks on the 
road. . . 

A hundred and one interruptions, just had a visit from 
Mile. "Wildermott, the Empress's governess. H. M. is 
remarkably well, and we hope will ^ive us a prince in a 
few days. It was a great disappointment to the Imperial 
family that the Grand Duchess Helfene should have a 
third daughter. 

Tell Charlotte and Albinia that I have only just 
learned to find mushrooms; sorts are eaten in this 
country that are poisonous in England, and they are in 
high repute amongst the great, and form a very 
considerable portion of the food of the lower classes, 
indeed in Lent they must eat little else. Did I mention 
that we had been in the country of wolves at Gastilitz ? 
About three weeks previous a boy of seven years old was 



carried off by one of these monsters quite close to the 
village, in the early part of the afternoon. I saw the 
spot and the mother of the unfortunate child ; was it not 
dreadful ? This is a too true story, but Prince Repinine 
relates one much more marvellous which he swears is a 
fact. He and his wife were driving through a wood in 
the interior of Russia (government of Pultava) when 
eomething happened to the harness, he got out of the 
sledge to put it to rights, just at that moment a bear 
jumped into the sledge, the horses took fright, run away 
with the Princess and her shaggy companion. The 
Prince gave up all for lost, supposed his wife devoured 
by the bear or the bear by her, but the denouement was 
not tragical ; the horses took the way home and stopped 
at the door, where the servants were ready to receive the 
Princess and her companion. There is a story for you, 
to give some probability to it I must mention that poor 
bruin was pursued by wolves, and that the sledge 
tempted him as a shelter, and then I suppose the 
pleasure of the drive prevented him taking notice of the 
Princess, her situation must have been pleasant. Good- 
bye, I have much to do and must quit you. I want a 
letter from Papa so much. 

Your ever affectionate sister, 
A. D. 



From Mm. DISBROWE. 

St. Petersbueo, 04 September, 1827. 

No doubt you flatter yourself, dear Papa, that your 




■writing to my better half contentB me as much as if 
you wrote to me, but I must beg to undeceive you, for 
I am by no means so easily satisfied. . . . We are 
all rejoicing here at the happy event which took place 
last Priday. and you cannot think how pleased every 
one is at the arrival of the young Prince, the Imperial 
Mother, too, is so well that there is nothing to allay the 
joy of the Emperor. The Empress had spent the day at 
Tlegen, had an evening party till eleven o'clock, went 

to bed at twelve, and before three Constantine 

Nicholaivitch was in the world, and at six the event 
announced to the public by 301 cannon, which I in vain 
tried to count, sleep overtook me half-way thro" the task. 
Now how shall I amuse you, news I have none, and at 
any rate you have the same source of information as 
myself, for to the newspapers am I generally indebted 
for all I know, besides what I glean from my precious 
"Walton Gazettes. Little did I imagine that we were 
destined to pass a third winter in this place; had I 
surmised it even last spring I know what I should have 
done, but the hope of a remove buoyed me up till any 
plan beyond of passive submission to fate became too 
late. It is not from dislike to this country that I wish 
to leave it, quite the contrary, for everyone is kind to us, 
and were the children here I could be perfectly content 
and happy to remain, and I am sure nobody here would 
find fault with my reason for wanting to get away. 
Another cause for dreading the winter here is that for 
some time past Mr. Disbrowe has been suffering from 
L oppression on the chest and difficulty of breathing; he 



never had it last so long before, and I cannot help being 
uneasy and fearing it may become asthma, the' Dr. 
Walker says it is of no consequence, and calls it 
spasmodic. ... I am puzzled what to do with 
parcels and letters now, Sir Herbert Taylor's resignation 
is vastly inconvenient. Mr. Disbrowe does not like to 
ask Lard Fitzroy for all the franks we require. Tell my 
sisters for the present to have their Swiss letters 
enclosed to George Disbrowe, as well as to the Military 
Secretary until we can make some better plan; I fear 
this number of covera will alarm the Bernese. 

Do you ever write to Lord Bloomfield? for I think he 
would be a likely person for gossip, and know what is 
going on. I wonder if be is to be Governor of Jamaica, 
the Swedes do not seem to expect him back at Stockholm. 
I like to hear of a stir in the Line, it opens hopes and 
corners. Lady Elizabeth Belgrave declared she did not 
imagine her brother. Lord Francis L, Gowet, had any 
idea of turning Hip., but then she considered him to be in 
the Treasury mould, and the papers have turned him out 
of that, so I am trembling lest he should put himself in 
our light. There is no occasion any longer to be uneasy 
about Princeaa Sophie Volkonsky, at least one may 
suppose so from hearing that she travels night and day 
towards Olcgia; what a woman it is, I am sure when I 
saw her in the boat, apparently without life or breath, I 
never thought she would be playing such pranks again. 
She went to Count Kilmansegge's wedding, and left 
Nassau at midnight in a storm. Prince Pierre is in 
despair at Aline's absence, as she loses all cliance of 




flndiDCT a husband, and a Russian girl dreads being an 
old maid as much as ■ — — does. 

. . . Ereryone expects a brilliant winter if the 
Empress recovers well from her confinement. The 
theatres are in great order, the French company very 
good, a new corps de ballet to be formed, and just now 
the famous rope dancing family of Chiarin is exhibiting; 
we mean to go and see them to-night, the' these sort of 
performances keep me in a constant fright. A celebrated 
learned dog and Mezurier, or some such name, who 
performs Joko, are also arrived, the former Is not to be 
seen by the public until he has paid his respects to Her 
Majesty; they detained his clothes at the Custom House 
80 long that his presentation must now be defered some 
time. I wish my sisters could take advantage of these 
gaieties, they would be much more worthy of them 
than me, and yet I do not think St. Petersburg would 
suit them, for young people it is by no means gay, there 
is too much parade and ceremony, and then young 
ladies must be so extremely well behaved, I am sure our 
girls would die of it. 

We expect our "Maitre Supreme des Ceremonies" 
every day from Paris, and he promises to amuse us 
extremely — Count Stanislas Potoski, I daresay you 
have heard of him. Some of the great columns are to 
be raised very soon, the scaffolding is nearly completed, 
and is really a stupendous work in itself. The whole 
plan of the church has been altered since you were 
here, and great part of what you remember has been 
pulled down. It certainly will be a wonderful and 

This relates to tbe laaac Church. 
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colossal building, but not elegant or classic. The 
architect Biancbi who is building the church at Naples 
of St. Francesco di Paoli, just opposite the Palace, you 
remember, is hero, and says when be first saw these 
granite pillars it made his hair stand on end; he came 
here in the last steamboat from London, whither he had 
gone for the sole purpose of seeing the tunnel under the 
Thames, and he was delighted with it, is confident it 
will succeed, and praises it greatly. Foreigners take so 
much interest in this said tunnel, much more than half 
England does, they are constantly enquiring about it, 
and I blush to own I seldom can answer the questions ; 
one thing I know, and that is that I will never pass 
through it if I can help it. 



From Mrs. DISBROWE. 



(St. p.) 



3 October, 



21 SeptcD 

My writing fits begin to depend upon the departure 
of a courier, and I feel lazy about taking advantage of 
the common post days, especially this morning. But 
you will wonder what can occasion my silence, and 
therefore, dear Mama, I will inflict a probably dull 
performance on you, rather an ungrateful return for 
yours of the 11th September, which is so welcome and 
so nice. Here's John plaguing me to death in such 
exuberance of spirits and such a bully, I promised to 
tell of him. He insists upon reading all the letters I 
receive, and has been fighting these three days about 
one I got from Mile. Butzow. I scratched out some 



!S, and now he is raving about what they could be ; 

) says mea are not curious ? . . . 
am sorry to say all poor Madame d'Alopeus' 
maladies are returned, and she is a great sufferer. I 
wish you could have seen her, just to give you an idea 
of a really beautiful woman, I never saw anything to 
equal her, and yet it is neither regularity of feature, 
shape, or mien, and lier complexion is rather sallow, but 
there is an undefinable charm and a witchery that must 
be seen and felt to be understood ; she has had half the 
world at her feet, the late Emperor y compris. But the 
breath of scandal has not been able to approach her, 
and yet with all this she cannot be said ever to have 
been a happy woman, always in wretched health, and 
with an ugly disagreeable husband that torments her to 
death, and yet he is extremely proud of her beauty, and 
always talks of " lea trente Amants de ma Fenune." 
How very interesting this must be to you. But you 
will like a description of the person to whom my heart 
has most warmed since I came to this country, she is a 
Hannoverian. ... I have just had such a long 
visit from Madame Kutusoff that the time is come for 
my letter to be ready. On Friday I shall have accounts 
of the Lichfield ball, of my pets, and I hope, of the 
arrival of the box. I have begged G. Disbrowe to write 
to Captain Seymour about it. Madame Kutusoff is in 
a great fright about her mother-in-law's muff. 

Adieu, dear Mama, kiss the darlings, love to Papa 
and the sisters. 

Ever believe me your affectionate daughter, 

A. DISBROWE. 
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Prom Mrb. DISBROWE. 

{St. p.) Saturday, g^ October, 1827. 

I am so Tesed, dear Mama, I cannot tell you liow 
provoked with that ungrateful foolish woman. . . . 
I hope you will hold a high hand about it, and bring 
her to her proper bearings. . , . 

Now to more pleasing themes. 

To-day is our first real winter day, three degrees 
of frost, there were seven early this morning 
"which is beginning in earnest, but it is very fine and 
wholesome. Papa's account of his trip and visit is 
delightful, and I rejoice extremely that he has thus 
strengthened the family linta. Lady C. wrote me such 
& letter, I could not help laughing at the oddity of it, 
she seems to be enchanted with Mrs. Erskine, A. B. C„ 
etc., etc., Eind even the royalty part of the business is 
not without its charms I suspect, tho' of course we 
would not own it on any account. 

How strange it is that when people give commissions 
the doubt of their being practicable never strikes them, 
even Daddy talks of sending something by the next 
steamer (which we daily and hourly looked for) which is 
absolutely unenterable into England, unless we could 
take it over with our own property of the same sort. 
However, John is in great glee at the charge, and has 
already taken some masterly steps about it at Moscow, 
where there is a much better chance than here ; indeed 
the English magazine people say nothing of the sort 
can be got here, except two tankards embossed with real 
shillings and half-crowns of the reign of Charles 2nd. 
I do not think them beautiful, but they are curious 
certainly, and being English . there can be no difficulty 



in tteir retoming to tteir native country. Mr. Plink 
thought of gilding them afresh (not the coins, they 
remain silver) and sending them over to England, then 
my uncle might judge for himself. John will tell you 
more on this point. Cucumhera shall certainly he sent, 
not to the Duke poa — . Caviar is not yet in season, it 
only comes here after the frost is set in, and consequently 
when there is very little chance of any opportunity of 
sending it out of the country, however, I will not forget 
the wish of having some when there is a possibility of 
transport. That linen T sent is sixteen roubles the 
whole lot, I believe, between Sd. and 4d. the yard, was 
that cheap ? The sheeting is famous here, coarse I 
mean, none very fine ; do you commission me ? We 
went to see Juko the other evening, it is a very touching 
piece, but Joko himself is not enough of a monkey; it 
is not the famous Mezurier aa we thought at first. I do 
not think our Corps will be very brilliant this winter. 
The Austrian AmbaBsador is still ill, and even when in 
health is not given to giving fitea. . . . The darlings 
letters are our great delight, and really their progress in 
French is astonishing, how much obliged we are to the 
aunts, they would have learnt nothing with me, how we 
do long to see those treasures, alas ! No news yet of 
our Ambassador. Mrs. Wynn is rather in illusion about 
our advantage, I fear there is too much indolence in a 
certain quarter to allow us to expect any great exertions 
in our favour, tho' I know the heart and wish to do us 
good ie not wanting. 

So after all the Taylors do not go the Cape, I cannot 



make out whether they are disappointed or not, but I 
suspect they are a little; one would think if anybody 
had a right to choose it would be General T. but it seems 
otherwise. Good-bye, dear Mama, kiss the darlings for 
us, and Iotb to the rest. 

Ever your affectionate daughter, 
A. D. 
Did I mention that Lady Mary H'b letters may still 
go thro' the Military Secretary both to and from India. 

From Mb. DISBKOWK 

(St. P.) 2g October, 1837. 

Mt Dear Kennedy, — I am delighted to hear such 
brilliant accounts of your proceedings in Scotland, and I 
trust the trip to Culzean has been a source of heartfelt 
satisfaction to you. I suppose I shall hear from you on 
your return to "Walton, where of courso you will have 
arrived long before this letter reaches you. . . . 
We have been enjoying a sight of the launch of a three- 
decker, and I understand we are to be Imperially invited 
again on Wednesday for the same exhibition within a 
few yards of our door, 

John has found time to write you a long letter, at 
which I marvel, as his and my hand have been writing 
the last ten days. He is really the most impayable 
Secretary, to do him justice, that ever lived, but if I say 
more of him, you wiU think I am only paying you and 
yours in kind for the dear, delightful accounts they send 
US of our own dear babes; but I must not talk or write 



' of them, I hardly dare trust myaelf. How delighted 
they seem to have been with their work boxes, and so 
delightful also. I am now looking forward with pleasure 
to hearing how they received my little present of combs 
and brushes for the dolls. The dressing-case is quite my 
idea. How the pets will be grown in April, alas! I wish 
I could fix positively even the 30th of that month, but I 
can only hope for it. It is no small advantage in the 
meantime to get my house for six months, so that is out 
March Ist, 

John has taken to hunting at Quenelle, he has been 
out twice, and twice he got a fall, once because the horse 
would go on, and once because he would stand stiU, no 
broken limbs, and only a scratched face; frost and snow 
have put an end to these proceedings. Anne is perfectly 
well, and of course perfection as usual, dines out, goes to 
plays, Middletons, etc., etc., but she gives such good and 

(' "ig accounts of herself that I will not repeat them. 
Our best love attend you all. 
Yours most affectionately, 
E. C. DISBKOWB. 
Mt D 
reived 



From Mr. DISBROWE. 



Mt Dear Kennedy. — Yours dated October 21st, was 
ived by mo this morning, I rejoice to hear of your 
return to Walton in such good health and spirits. . . . 

I hear of no one either who is likely to come out unless 
Sir 'William A' Court, in which case (and I believe it will 




turn out to be so) we are are here till the middle of the 
summer. Wilmot is receiving allowances as paid 
Attach^ here, at least he was doing so till three months 
ago. As to liOrd Cassilis's application in behalf of John, 
I will give you the beat opinion which my distance &om 
head quarters will admit of. I should recommend Lord 
Gassilis to remain quiet till the new Ambaasador is 
named, then let him dash off a letter to his future 
Excellency immediately, recommending John for his 
knowledge of the country, etc., its languages, usages, 
and BO forth, and ask his said Excellency to apply to the 
Office, and to request to keep him as an Attach^;, (no 
mention of pay) and without waiting for an answer he 
should at the same time, that is to say, as soon as the 
Ambassador is named, make the same application to Ijord 
Dudley coupled with the request of his being named 
paid Attack^, as he has done all the duty during the 
absence of Wilmot for say a year and a half, or I 
suppose he may say two years by that time. He may 
succeed, but at all events if it is refused when it is 
strongly urged, he will obtain a promise for a future 
vacancy. My writing to any person new would be worse 
than useless, as the letter by which no engagement for 
future promotion was alluded to was addressed to me, 
but I trust I shall on my return be able to give him a 
lifting hand; he fully deserves it, as he really does 
understand his business well. 

Anue sends you all her best love, but she rather 
complains that latterly no letters have been addressed to 
her. She is not quite well, but I hope she will be 
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reelf again to-morrow or next day. Our cold has been 
excessive, and tben turned to thaw. To-night we hare 
seven degrees again, the Port of Cronstadt waa closed 
during four days ; but we have now no symptoms of ice, 
but we may expect to be ice-bound again immediately 
from all appearances. We are already in furs and on 
sledges. John is very well and has had no tumbles 

Iiately. Our best love attend you all. Kiss our dearest, 
tearest pets, and believe me yours very affectionately, 
I E. C. DISBROWE. 

W From Ubs. DISBKOWE. 

I {St. p.) 4tli December, 1827. 

I may not be so bright to-morrow morning as I am 
this evening, so although it is near eleven o'clock I will 
begin a despatch to Walton, and try to say what delight 
Mr. Disbrowe and I experienced from the dear Taylor's 
account of our darlings, enough to make the most 
credulous conceited, so as we are quite disposed to believe 
all the good that can be said of those pets, I leave you 
to fancy our pride in hearing euch praises of them from 
such competent judges. ... I was very glad too, 
dear Mama, to perceive that your household difficulties 
were so well over, and thus you also could enjoy the visit 
of those dear good people without a drawback. I was sure 
they would be easily pleased, but General Taylor says 
you treated them "en prince," which shows he saw no 
deficiency. Two posts came together on Friday, all 
ihese nice letters together, such a treat. I had been very 
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to 



uncomfortaljle all day. expecting the dinner hour with 
dread, for eighteen persons were to honour us that day. 
. . . I wanted to be alone to spell over my charming 
budget. It was a dinner to Count and Countess 
Woronzow, which we were in duty bound to give, and 
had I been well I should have enjoyed it extremely, for 
they are charming people, and I had long been desirous 
of making her acquaintance, as it was I felt thoroughly 
unfit for the affair, and to make matters worse, every- 
body would take the wrong places at table. Dr. Granville 
would poke himself beside Countess Woronzow, whom 
we were particularly desirous to honour, and to be 
properly attended to, therefore the right person was 
prevented supporting her, and I could find no vacant 
chair but at the corner of the table, where I could neither 
see nor be seen. I was too thoroughly uncomfortable to 
exert myself to remedy these disasters. It was my first 
meeting with Countess Woronzow, something had always 
prevented our making acquaintance. She seems a 
remarkably pleasing person, very distingu(je et des plus 
elegantes. I never saw Mme. de Ludolf look to such 
disadvantage as when sitting beside Mme. Woronzow, 
and this too contributed to my spleen, for I like all my 
company to look well, Mme. Seniavine seemed as if 
she would be confined the next moment, and her sister, 
Madame Meyendorf is too dashing, so I had nothing to 
flatter my pride and to show off before mj most 
distinguished guest that I was so anxious to please. . . . 
By your letter I perceive you have not received those 
I sent by Lord Francis Leveson Gower, giving an account 



of Sposo's accident ; he seems to have been a very obol 
courier, not harrying himself the least. ... I wish. 
I had a little spare money, I should so much like sending 
some fur trimmings. The Moscow silks would not be 
worth offering. 

il have written so much that my eyes hurt me very 
Tmuch. 
Kiss the pets for us, and believe me dear Mama, 
Tour affectionate daughter, 
L A. D. 

r From Mrs. DISBEOWE. 

{St. Petsesudro.) , . Deoember, 1827. 
My Deae Little, Naughty Sister. — . ... I 
forgive you all this misconduct in consideration of the 
many and constant charming letters you write me about 
my precious pets, and the excellent French lessons you 
give them ; they really never will be able to do without 
you, and I must take entire possession of you for the 
rest of our joint lives. All your tender messages to the 
General (Dornberg) shall be duly delivered, but I must 
^^H X fear keep them some time yet in my possession, for 
^^V the dear old man is still very unwell, and suffering 
torments from violent pains in his head, and he cannot 
bear to see any one when he has these attacks, or I 
certainly should pay him a visit, tho' I cannot help being 
extremely jealous of many ladies who fancy they have 
an equal right to adore him as myself, a most unfounded 
Lpretension on their part, as he was most especially placed 



under my care by Coimt Munster long before we ever 
met. We are going to have his picture lithographed, 
and I will get a copy for you. I had an audience on 
Monday, and her Imperial Majesty looked more lovely 
than I ever saw her, and I delight to think that her 
health ia so much improved. She was as usual all 
kindness and affability to me, but as it was a ceremonious 
affair we were both standing, and therefore my honours 
and gratification were short lived. 

On Tuesday next is the Emperor's birthday (or names- 
day, I rather think). The Empress Mother celebrates it 
by giving a grand ball in the Salle Blanche ; it is the 
first time she appears in such a public fSte since her 
affliction.. I hear she dreads it a good deal. The ladies 
■will wear trained gowns on the occasion. It is the first 
assembly of the sort we have seea. In point of solidity 
I am certain to equal any one, for my dress is composed 
of a few dozen of silver waiters, tureens, and side dishes, 
melted down into a very substantial sort of stuff, and 
trimmed with blue china, (porcelain not earthenware) 
asters and silver leaves. It was made at the time of 
the coronation (not of Peter the Great, but Nicholas I.) 
but never worn, as only gowns with Manteaux de Cour 
were required on that occasion. I have so often con- 
templated its charms that I am heartily tired of it, but 
worn it must be. 

I am quite sorry Jane and Sophy lost the Bushy ball, 
it was an opportunity not to be thrown away, and I am 
sure there was more than a cold behind the bush or they 
would not have been so shy, the good-for-nothing girls 
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"tave only written to me once since lliey have been on 
their tour. I long for an account of the visit at St. 
Margaret's, I have not a doubt but that our Jinney 
huUied my lord and my lady out of thoir stiffity, and 
once got over that, all the rest goes on smoothly and 
swimmingly. The idea of the Farnham diamonds heing 
sported for Sir Daniel is impayable. ... It makes 
me laugh to think of it. By-the-hye a good speculation 
is come into my head. After Tuesday's ball I will sell 
the train of my gown to Captain Johnson to make him 
a new waistcoat, I never had the happiness of meeting 
any of his family but his charming self, I cannot think 
why you all patronise him. Kiss the sweet pets for us. 
Love to Mama and sisters from this trio. 
^^^ Ever your affectionate sister, 

^^ ANNE DISBROWE. 

^^^KWho is Mr. Wilson Fatten going to marry ? 

^^V Fbom Mits. DISBROWE. 

^^^^ on 23 December, 1827. 

^^^ You shall no longer have to complain, dear Bella, that 
the letters you write are not duly acknowledged, I will 
do my duty immediately, and thank you for many kind 
ones that you have addressed to me. . . . 

Saturday. This was not finished for the post to-day, 
as I have heard that a messenger departs to-morrow, and 
it is as well to save Government when I can. John said 
he would give you an account of the ball, but still I will 
say my say also, and I daresay we shall not clash, 



proTided we do not give each other the 1 all will be well. 

M. de Heckeren being a bachelor and having a yery 
small house, hia f^te was expected with much curiosity 
and impatience, and we were determined to be surprised 
let what would happen, and by way of securing this 
pleasure we hoaxed ourselves, (we means the public) and 
were perfectly convinced that the play promised was to be 
performed by amateurs, and we fixed on the most 
unlikely persons possible ; thus, Princess Soltikoff, la 
toute premifere Dame de la Socii^t^, was to act, though 
this certainly did rather surprise us, and then who would 

have thought that little, quiet Princess Catherine 

Dolgorouky could be prevailed upon to make such an, 
exhibition, but then to be sure M. de H. is a great friend 
in these houses. Those two ladies on their part were 
quite sure that our neighbour, Mme. de Meyendorf, was 
to perform as her talents^that way are well known; how- 
ever, to make the matter beyond all doubt. Princess 
Soltikoff called to sound Mme. de Meyendorf, you may 
fancy how satisfactory this meeting was; each lady 
perfectly convinced that the other was to act, did her 
best to bring the other to confession, and being each 
furious at the other's duplicity, neither would own her 
knowledge on the subject, and they parted mutually 
displeased. However, we had our surprise after all, for 
the regular actors from the French theatre performed 
and most inimitably. The first piece was a proverb, 
" Jin 2>eu d' aide fait beaucoup de Men," in which Mme. 
Bras as Mme. Sorbet nee Syrop, was excellent, afterwards 
"I/a visitc a Eedlam" amused us extremely. Tea and 



comments beguiled the half-hour occupied by clearing 
the theatre from the dancing -room, and then it was kept 
up merrily till near five o'clock. Of course we sober 
folks retired earlier, and were lulled to sleep by the 
mumble of the great basa, for we only live one house off- 
Fancy how pleasant for Mme. de Seniavine, who lives 
next door to the Baron, and who has only been confined 
three weeks, to have all the horrors of the ball, and none 
6f its agremeut. I was told I looked extremely well, 
but when do I not do so ? Ma robe a la Cytheride just 
come from Paris must be described, it was of a closely 
striped white gauze with a very wide bias at the bottom, 
as if the gown were lined with it, and the top edge 
finished with a scollop formed by two or three little 
rouleaux of white satin, [ffTTl ^^^ ^^® mantua maker 
not knowing what to do with a whole piece of white 
satin ribbon, cut it up in lengths, and tacked them round 
the waist, from which they hang loosely, merely plaited 
to two thirds of the width of the ribbon, where they 
were tacked on ItxTTI do you comprehend? but no 
plaits in front of the gown itself. The only dress full 
all round that Mme. Duret has sent is a silk for the 
morning. A dress like the one I have described would 
suit you misses better than me matron, it is very pretty 
and very simple. I will count how many ribbons you 
must have. Ten hang very nearly to the bottom of the 
skirt, rib to the sash width or de three doigts. Every- 
thing sent to me is extremely plain, or rather simple, 
gigots merely finished at the wrist with a very broad 
band, as broad nearly as that of a man's shirt wrist-band, 



a cerise tulle, a very full trimming, two rows of broad 
plis contrari^es, etc., plain satin rib of the same 

colour looped slantingly over so / o ° / bows as 

loops but not very big. 

Christmae Day (old style) or 6th January, N. S. 1828. 

We went last evening to see the trees prepared for the 
little Ludolf's and de Gises, but I shall describe them to 
the children; those darlings were not forgotten, an3 
both Mme. de Lndolf and de Gise have sent them 
trifles. . . . 

By the time this reaches you Jane and Sophy will be 
returned from their wanderings, what gossiping and 
chattering there must be. I never knew Papa had had 
an upset, how was it ? Mr. Disbrowe is going to try his 
luck again on Tuesday ; a tumble now is more to be 
dreaded, for there is no snow on the ground and the 
frost is very hard, and consequently stones are so like- 
wise. John does not accompany him, and I must give 

M. de la Rochefoucault many injunctions to keep 

a watch over my Sposo, for he jerks out of the sledge 
so adroitly and quickly that he has a chance of being 
left on the high road. 

Several gay affairs are in contemplation, next week 
Count Stanislas Potocki, the Grand Maitre des Cere- 
monies opens his newly arranged rooms with a ball, and 
the annual masquerade at the winter palace is to take 
place. I mean to be in the Russian costume this time- 
The long service to-day has rather tired me, and I have 
still much to do for the messenger. Adieu love, best 
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love to Papa and Mama and the sisters, Icieses to the 

pets. 

^^^^ Ever your very affectionate sister, 

^H^ A. BISBEOWE. 

^^^H|^( pRou Mrs. BISISROWE. 

Sr. Peterbburq, ._ January, 1823. 

I am quite ashamed that the air of "Walton should 
have given you such an inhospitable welcome, dear 
darling Papa, and I am really grieved to hear you are 
again suffering from that vile, villainous gout. . . . 
I shall long to hear you are better. 

Yesterday's post has put ua in great commotion, and 
tho' not daciaive as to our future destiny, yet everything 
seems in such a fair way for decision that it cannot be 
long ere we know our fate. Whether, however, we are 
to be sent to Munich, Stutgard, or Hio Janeiro is still 
to be conjectured, for those three posts are still 
unoccupied. It is more than probable that Lord Erskine 
will accept the move to Munich that is offered him, and 
then I suppose "Wurtemburg is our destiny, and a very 
good one too. and tho' it is rather early to settle any- 
thing, I have somehow or other (how shocked Mama 
will be at this phrase) settled that you would not object 
to a little sejour there, and wo should be a famous party 
together, tho' I believe it may be set down as rather a 
dull place. In an ambitious point of view, Rio Janeiro 
offers most advantages, but must be considered as a 
temporary banishment. I really thiuk my active miaded 



man has a hankeriDg that way, and if it is offered I 
certainly would not ask him to refuse, for where he ia 
happy I should be also, and the little darlings would 
learn Portuguese instead of German, and perhaps he 
very Sauvages, but otherwise it would do for them too, 
and we should get diamonds and feathers for nothing, 
which is of course a great consideration ; we must know 
our fate very soon, and in the meantime I cannot help 
thinking that perhaps in six: weeks or two months time 
we may be stepping into the carriage for Walton, hurrah ! 
and perhaps months may elapse first, for tho' Mr. 
Temple is named Secretary of Embassy here, yet in my 
humble opinion Government must feel that nothing less 
than an Ambassador can worthily replace Mr. Disbrowe, 
and perhaps they may wish him to remain until Sir 
Wm. A' Court comes out. Oh, dear, now tho' I do wish, 
and want, and am dying to get home, yet my vanity 
would be sadly vexed if Sposo got leave to depart 
without some little difficulty, just to prove the value 
attached to his services ; it is so puzzling and so 
impossible to know hoiv to feel under such contending 
sentiments, can you help me? Of only one thing am I 
certain, and that is that the idea of leaving poor dear 
John here is most painful, and since I hear of young 
Mimdy's favour with the Ambassador, I am still more 
grieved, as it lessens the chance of John being the con- 
fidential Attach^ we hoped he would be, and consequently 
must diminish his comfort, and after the notice Lord 
Strangford took of him, and the way in which he and 
Mr. Disbrowe go on, any change must be for the worse 



for the poor fellow. One thing entre vous, if Sir Wm- 
does not allow him to live with him, I do not think it 
possible that John can remain at this place on financial 
accounts; a young man canaot lire here as he would in 
any other capital, climate and distances make some sort 
of carriage indispensable, clothes cost much more here 
than they do in England, and a thousand other expenses 
which in other countries are not requisite are here 
absolutely necessary— ^lodging ia very dear. But let us 
hope that Sir William will have more consideration for 
his Attaches than his predecessors have had, and then 
all will be well. More is to he learnt here in the way 
of trade than at any other post. Sir Alexandre Malet 
does not like Paris because he says the young men have 
no chance of improving in their profession as they are 
not allowed to know what is going on, there being so 
many Attaches that there is nothing for them to do, and 
they only dine in turn once a week at their Chefs. 

My next grievance in leaving this place is the idea of 
parting from whom do you think ? — the Emperor and 
'Empress ! See how high I soar ; but really they have 
been so kind to me I have quite an affection for them 
and cannot bear the idea of never perhaps seeing them 
more. I have seen so many affecting traits of them and 
have witnessed to them so many important events, that 
I must ever feel a warm interest about them, and I 
always think of them as individuals, not Sovereigns. 
I always think of the Emperor aa the best of husbands 
(except my own ccpendant) and Father's, (my own again 
1 exception), and the Empress as the most amiable and 



excellent of women, and so lovely too; if you I 
seen her at the Masquerade the other evening ! she never 
looked so beautiful before, she seemed so happy and gay 
too, elle etait ravissante. Tell Bella I do not think I 
can get a flower that the Emperor has picked as she 
requests me, but as she wishes something that TTi'h 
Majesty has touched, I will carefully preserve the left- 
hand glove that I wore at the ball the other night, and 
which had the honour of being In the Imperial grasp 
during a whole polonaise. It must be exactly what she 
wants. It was said that thirty-one thousand persons 
were at the New Tear's Fete on Sunday last, and 
though the Empress Mother told me so herself, yet I 
suspect it was not so full as last year, when only twenty- 
four thousand eight hundred peaple were there. There 
was plenty of squeezing and pushing, and an intolerable 
heat, Ilowever, I suffered from ueither, as I would 
only dance with the Emperor, and remained quite quiet 
witltin the railing, and a very bad cold prevented my 
suffering any inconvenience from the efBuvia, which on 
these occasions is quite overpowering to such sensitive 
noses as mine. Sposo pretends that I perceive when a 
lamp goes out at the other end of the perspective — 
very impertinent of him. The Empress Mother quizzed 
■ him about the bear hunt, and said, " Vous aimez 
beaucoup la chasse, mais je crois qu'il y a des chasseurs 
plus heureux que vous ne I'etes." It was a most pro- 
voking expedition to be sure, and considering the severe 
cold, eighteen to twenty degrees, it was wonderful they 
escaped without being frostbitten. I had stocked them 



with proviBions, but everything was frozen, and not 
touchable till they reached a cottage. Their coachman 
was very nearly frozen to death, and they were obliged 
to leave him. The cold has been extremely severe thia 
last week, the thermometer almost constantly marking 
sixteen and twenty degrees. Poor Mr. Booker, our 
Cronstadt friend, has just lost another daughter, the 
lady who was confined with twins when we landed, do 
you remember ? Mr. Booker, jun., is going to be 
married to Mrs. Cochrane, the Kamtchakane that the 
walking Capt. Cochrane married in his travels. He 
(Ued in South America. What a curious destiny hers 
lias been, — the daughter of a Greek priest, married 
iu Siberia to a Captain in the British Navy, taught 
to read and write in England, and left a widow in the 
Andes. 

Tell Charlotte and Albinia not to grow any more till 
we come back, the little pussies will be quite changed 
enough as it is. I am sure we shall feel quite shy 
at seeing such great and accomplished young ladies, 
and poor Papa, who thinks of them always as rolling 
about the carpet and pleased with the innocent pastime 
of pulling his nose. Now, good bye, dear Papa, you will 
most probably know our destiny before we do ourselves, 
and bo saved all ^ conjectures which now agitate our 
weak minds. Love to Mama, and thanks for her letter 
laughing at my dinner troubles, which arrived yesterday. 
Tell her that on "Wednesday last we gave one which 
succeeded to perfection, and Count Nesselrode stuffed 
salt beef, marrow bones, toasted cheese and mince pies 




to my heart's content, and apparently to his own 
satisfaction. 

Love to the sisters and kisses to the pets. 

Ever your truly attached and affectionate daughter, 
A. DISBROWE. 

From Mrs. DISBROWE. 

(St. P,), Tuetday, g^ January, 1828. 

To-morrow Maria Middleton means to try her sldll at 
taking a likeness of my phiz, so I must prepare my post 
the day before it is to depart. 

Here we are still in the same state of ignorance as 
when I wrote to the little ones on Saturday last, 
knowing everyone's fate but our own. Mr. Temple has 
again written to say that his orders are to start as soon 
as his successor, Mr. Seymour, reaches Berlin, and that 
he expects to be here at St. Petersburg about the first 
week in February. This would naturally set us at 
liberty the first of March, but we can settle nothing 
until orders and notices to quit reach us in a ^eg^lla^ 
way from Government. The English post did not come 
in yesterday ; it would most likely have enlightened us 
as to our destiny. As it is we must have patience till 
Thursday or Friday. In the meantime we hear that 
Lord Erskine has taken Sir Brooke Taylor's house at 
Munich, which looks very much like his having accepted 
the post, and that Stuttgard is left to us. Lideed every- 
body says we are to go there, and therefore it must be 
true. It promises to be a very pleasant place for us ; 



the country, I hear, is beautiful, the town smaU 
clean, and society upon a very agreeable footing. From 
all accounts Mrs, Hall will be an acquisition. The 
French Ministre is now Charg^ d' Affaires here. Mr. de 
Fontenaye, who will be sure to keep us alive, and it is 
said that Mr. Obreskoff, now with the army in Persia, is 
to be the Russian Envoy, and his future wife. Countess 
Natalie Sololioub, you know from report, is one of the 
beauties of St. Petersburgh, and of Cooper celebrity. 
It will be curious that three of the new missions at 
Stuttgard come from St. Petersburgh. Sposo has 
already planned out the whole journey ; we are to be 
six weeks performing it, so he says, but I declare we 
shall go quicker, and that I will travel at night, and he 
swears I shall not. I am to take no clothes but what 
are necessary for the journey, so what I am to do till 
the rest can arrive by sea I know not. All Petersburg 
I' is grieving at the loss of le Comte de la Perronaye, who 
fOf course must now give up this embassy, as he is 
' named Minister for Foreign Affairs in France; an 
excellent thing for his family, but a burthensome office 
for himself. I do not know how he likes hard work, 

here he was le Coque of the whole town, 

and deservedly so. There is not even a surmise yet as 
|t to who will succeed him. 

I went yesterday to see the trousseau of the Countess 
Lisa de Strongonoff— very splendid, but selon moi a 
great deal too abundant in many respects ; twelve dozen 
of everything. It was just like a shop, and occupied the 
whole of a long picture gallery. All the world may go 



to see it, The only things I envied were the mrs, such 
beautiful sables. "We afterwards dined at Mr, de 
Paez's the Spanish Minister's upon national dishes, 
olla pndrida and others that I forget ; and the abun- 
dance and variety of wines is sometliing; extraordinary. 
He is a most accomplished gourmet, thinks of little else 
than eating, and always measures bis morning exercise 
according to the dinner he expects. When he heard we 
were to go to Stuttgard he expressed his pity for us, 
because " ils ne viveront pas aussi hien la, qu' a St. 
Petershurgb," My day's exertions knocked me up com- 
pletely, and I was obliged to leave Princess Kourakin 
before eleven o'clock, which is excessively early. . . . 
I have given up dining with John and Mr. Disbrowe to- 
day at Princess Bieloselsky's, which is very prudent of 
me and all to keep quite well for my journey. What 
do the darlings say about our coming home? I 
can hardly persuade myself that it is possible that such 
happiness is so near ; indeed, until I know positively 
that we are not to stay till the Ambassador comes out 
I do not indulge in too much hope. Sposo, however, is 
not so prudent, and jumps and skips about and pinches 
me, and takes out the map twenty times a day. 

Poor dear Jacky, there's the only hitch, I think. 
Lady A'Court was very tiresome about him to Papa, 
and .... 

I am very sorry Sir H. H. treated you so cavalierly, 
dear Jinny. Sophy is a thief, and I am grieved she still 
continues bar malpractises in adopting other folks pro- 
perty. Good night. Love to Grandpapa and Mama 



nd Aunts. Kisses to the pets. I hope Papa is quite 
^ell long ere this. 

Your affectionate sister, 

A. D. 



From Ubs. DISBROWE. 

St. Petkksburo, 1th March, 1S28. 

Just a line to let you see I am alive, in what bustle 
Pyou will easily conceive. On Friday, 7th, I believe we 
positively start, Thursday was fixed upon, but the 
gentlemen of the Factory having expressed a desire to 
wait on Mr. Disbrowe to thank him for tlie attention he 
has paid to their interests during his residence here we 
postponed our departure a day, as the compliment is 
much too flattering not to be welcomed and attended to. 
In the meantime we are hourly hearing the kindest 
regrets expressed at our departure, and I assure you they 
I seem 80 heartily said, that we cannot but be most alive 
to them, and are really sincerely grateful. On Sunday 
the Imperial Family received our adieu so kindly, so 
very kindly, I can never forget it, and I was so sorry to 
say farewell that I quite forgot all etiquette, and felt 
just as if I were parting with dear relations, and, in 
short, behaved very ill. ...... Tou cannot 

think how kind everybody is to us Jinny 

must not be uneasy lest I should be knocked up on the 
I roai. We are to go at a foot's pace ; I am to be wrapped 
' up in cotton, and, in short, taken as much care of as if I 
j were worth something. 



Prom Berlin I shall be able to write more positively aa 
to the time of our reaching England. I have not the 
same doubts as you have, and feel sure of soon being 
with you, but until I am actually in the carriage I cannot 
give quite credence that I really and truly shall again 
see my darlings and you all. To think that they are 
learning anything beyond talking and walking seems BO 
very queer to me, I cannot make up my ideas to it at 
all, and for the first few days I am sure I shall not be 
quite certain that they really are my children. Four 
posts came in together yesterday ; I hope we shall get 
one before we start on Friday. John's letters must in 
future be under cover to the Honourable William 
Temple ; of course Government pays for them. 

Now, good bye, dear folks, I wish I had time to write 
to the little ones, perhaps on the road I shall be able. 
Your very affectionate 

A. D. 



From Mr. DISBROWE, 

S. P., Friday, February 23 1828. 
March 7 

Mr DEAR Kennedy, — This letter will be put into the 
post to-morrow, a few hours after our departure. 

Anne is very well, and bears the fatigue of preparation 
very stoutly. 

Nothing could exceed the attention and civility we 
have met with on taking leave of the Imperial family 
and from all the society. 



The Emperor and the Grand Duke Michael, as well as 
the Prince of Prussia, did us the honour of calling here 
after we had taken leave, as I was consequently no 
longer Minister, an honour which is the greater from its 
extremely rare occurrence. 

Our best love attend you all. Kiss our dearest pets a 
thousand times, and believe me 

^Tour most affectionate 
E. C. DISBROWE. 
"We expect to reach Berlin on the 23rd, but the roads 
J execrable I hear. 
Fkom Mrs. DISBROWE. 
Berli!!, a7th March, 1628. 
Mr DEAR Mama, — I am almost afraid that you have 
not been duly apprized of our safe arrival in this place, 
at least I am not sure whether Mr. Diabrowe did so or 
not the last post day. I was tired, and therefore not 
allowed to do anything for the first two days, and since I 
have begun to run about again I have had no time to 
wield a pen. The great difficulties of our long journey 
are now happily over, and I am quite astonished how 
easily we have got through them, and how little I have 
been fatigued ; of course sometimes I have flagged a 
little, but I have never been very much knocked up, and 
an additional hour's sleep in the morning haa generally 
set me up. Wo reached this on Saturday last, the 
twenty-second, exactly the day fortnight after our 
departure from St. Petersburg, including a day spent at 
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Riga, half a one at Memel, and two lazy morning'^ 
Ktjiiigsberg and EUiing, when we did not commence our 
day's work till past twelve o'clock. We seem to have 
started on the very day of days, and had the full 
advantage of the snow to its utmost limits, and yet 
escaped the disagreeables of a thaw. We crossed the 
Nagoth on the ice, but it was such a near thing that the 
carriages were obliged to be entirely unloaded, and I am 
sure that in less than an hour after the river must have 
been impassable. The Strand was so frozen that it was 
almost a hard road, and we were able to gallop over it 
from Memel to Konigsberg in fourteen hours ; in general 
eighteen are allotted to it. I must now leave my 
writing, though it is only half-past twelve, to dress for a 
great dinner at the Duke of Cumberland's, where we are 
to meet the King, the Royal Family, and the Duke and 
Grand Duchess of Weimar. Twenty-eighth. It went 
off very well, H.M. was most gracious, my old friend 
Prince Charles very amiable, but I cannot describe it 
now, as I have not time, and am anxious to send this off 
to day. Little Prince Gieorge of Cumberland ia an 
uncommonly fine boy, very clever and lively, and has 
exactly the manner that a child of his age should have. 
I hope we shall positively start on Monday, as we are 
most anxious to get home, and longing to see all our 
big and little darlings. Surely I may look forward to 
being mth you in less than three weeks ; how very 
delightful ! Excellent accounts from John. Everybody 
speaks so highly of Mr. Temple that I am sure John 
will be happy with him. It is so tiresome to leave off 



'when I have so much to say ; but the early dinner hours 

here shortea the time considerably, and as I cannot 

return home afterwards, I am always so tired . . . 

how I shall rest at Walton and be so very, very happy. 

We received three or four posts here. 

^^m Love to all. 

^^H Ever your affectionate daughter, 

^K ANNE. 

^^B Frou Ms. DISBROWE. 

^^V Beruit, Friday, Mtircli 27, 1828, 

^^V Mr DEAE Kennedy, — The best news I can give 
you is that dear Ann e is quite recovered from all her 
fatigues, and is as well as possible. We intended 
starting to-morrow for England, but we must postpone 
it till Monday, because our time till then is more than 
filled up. 

Yesterday we dined with the Duke of Cumberland — 
present the King and all the Royal Eamily. To-day I 
dined with His Majesty, and to-morrow Ws have had 
the- honour of being invited to a private evening party 
at hia house. 

On Sunday we are to have the honour of dining with 
the Prince Eoyal, and Monday we are off. With what 
exquisite delight we shall reach Walton and see you all, 
and our dearest, dearest pets. God bless you all. 
I have no time for more than to express with our best 
tve how affectionately I am yours, 

E. 0. DISBROWE. 
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From Mbs. DISBROWE. 

Sunday, 30tli March. 

This letter has unluckily been mislaid and its 
departure retarded for several days, but as I wrote on 
Friday last I think you will not have missed it. I am 
so sorry, so very sorry to say we do not start till Tuesday 
Ist. The Duke of Cumberland was so pressing that we 
should dine with him to-morrow that it was impossible 
to refuse, but indeed I am dying to he moving again, 
and hope and trust there will be no more postponemnet. 
We go by Prankfort, and remain there one day that Mr. 
Disbrowe may pay his respects to Princess Elizabeth, 
and because we are not sure whether the shorter road is 
chausst^e, a most material point, as much of my well 
being depends on smooth travelling. . . . We have 
been obliged to get rid of our furs, having already a 
glimpse of spring here, but still our accoutrements are 
rather winterish. Dear Papa, you alarm me greatly by 
saying the children do not care for toys, why they must 
be more grown and aged than I can make up my mind 
to, what is to become of me with such wise daughters? I 
must be educated over again certainly, or they will soon 
overmatch me. I am quite sure that Mr, Disbrowe has 
not an idea of what they are now. 

Our evening at Court was very pleasant. The enter- 
tainment began by a German piece, two Prench 
Vaudevilles, and a new ballet, we then went to supper, 
and afterwards the ball began. The whole was over by 
half-past eleven o'clock, so you may fancy that no time 
was lost, it began at six. The whole of the Koyal 
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Family are most kind to us, and we still seem under 
Imperial iafluence and protection, for I am aure a good 
word from that quarter has been said for ua. I did not 
expect to see or to be presented to any of tbe Royal 
Family, and only came prepared for one dinner at the 
Duke of Cumberland's. . . . The same gown goes 
everywhere, besides people are much more simply 
dressed here than in Petersbxirg. Berlin is a very fine 
town, but badly situated, at least the surrounding 
country seems very ugly. I cannot of course go very 
much about, but yesterday we went to Charlottenburg 
to see the tomb of the beautiful Queen, she is buried in 
the gardens of the palace, the mausoleum is very simple 
and the monument very finely executed, a colossal figure 
reclining on a bed as if in a calm, sweet sleep. I 
beUeve the likeness is very good, and if the Queen did 
look so happy and so tranr[uil after her death, one should 
not regret that she was so early taken away from the 
troubles of this world, she drank deeply of the cup of 
affliction in her lifetime, poor woman. No good picture 
of her exists. When we are not dans les grandeurs the 
whole of our time is spent at M. Alopeus'. Nothing 
can be kinder than they are to us, and never was there 
anything like the way in which they spoil me. Poor 
Madame d' Alopeus is almost a constant sufierer, and 
has wretched health, but she still preserves her beauty, 
and is the handsomest woman I ever saw, and there is a 
peculiar chai-m in her manner that I never met 
with, unless in Lady Elizabeth Belgrave who is my 
delight. . . . 



Adieu, darling Dad, be quite well to receive us; what 
a happy day it will be, . . . 

Kiss the pets for us, and love to Mama and the sisters. 
Ever your affectionate daughter, 
A. D. 



From Mm. DISBROWE. 

Fhankpoht-HDr-Main, Monday 7th April, 1838. 

Papa began a letter to you, my darling Charlotte, 
yesterday, but his head ached so much that be could not 
finish it, and it was left in the room downstairs, and I 
suppose it ia lost, so I will write you another to-day to 
tell you that we are coming home as fast as we can, and 
I really think and hope we shall be at Walton next 
Sunday week. It does make me so happy to be able to hope 
that we shall so soon see our two dear darling children, 
and good, kind Grandpapa and Grandmama, and the dear 
Atties, both those in London, and those at Walton, but 
I fear we shall not find Aunt Harriet as well as we wish. 
Tour dear Papa is gone to eee the Landgravine of Hesse 
Homburg, who knew him when he was a little boy, as 
yoimg as you are now. I did not go with him because 
I was afraid of being tired and so not able to continue 
my journey, and I am so very anxious to get home to my 
sweet pets that I cannot bear to lose an hour. The 
Landgravine wished us to dine with her to-d^y, but it is 
to be a full dresa dinner as it is Easter Monday, and if 
we had gone there would have been so much packing 
and unpacking that we could not have left this place 



till to-morrow, as it is we mean to go as far as Mayence • 
this afternoon, to Coblentz to-morrow, to Cologne on 
Wednesday, and to reach Brussells on Friday, stay there 
Saturday, and reach CaLiis on Monday, (this day week) we 
must then depend on the tide. I hope Papa's business will 
not keep him more than two days in London, and then 
hurrah for Walton. Tell Grandmama that my suite 
consists of one lady in waiting, one lady of the bed- 
chamber, one dresser, one lady's maid, all of the same name, 
yiz. Parker. Papa has a valet, maitre d' hotel, keeper of the 
robes, groom of the chambers, and ober Ilausdiener, inspec- 
tor, all called HaJker. I hope she will find room for this 
number. We have a German servant with us, but I 
believe he will remain in London, as we intend Lord 
Heytesbury to take him back to Russia. All the shops 
are shut here to-day, which is very unlucky, for I meant 
to have made great purchases, particularly as there is a 
great fair here also, but all the folks are walking about 
amusing themselves in their best clothes, not thinking of 
selling anything or of doing any work. We did not 
leave Berlin till Wednesday, and were one day longer on 
the road than we intended to be as I was too tired to 
travel faster. Why I have written you quite a business 
letter, as if you were a great woman. I or Papa will 
write to sweet Albinia from Brussels, and she will get 
her letter about a week after you receive this. Good-bye 
darling child, kiss Sissy for us, and read this to Grand- 
papa, or let him read it himself. 

I am always your affectionate Mama, 

ANNE DISBROWE. 
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